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The hues of bliſs more brightly glow 

Chaſten'd by ſabler tints of woe, 

And blended form with artful ſtrife 
The ftrength and harmony of life, 
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HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


FF 
Ir was now only the middle of Sep- 
tember, and the weather continued too 
warm to think of removing to Bath; 
and though Honoria had entirely loſt 
. her fever, ſhe was ſtill ſo weak and lan- 
F guid, that Lady Clarendon, who 
tenderly loved her, began to be ſe- 
riouſly alarmed, When firſt this jour- 
ney was talked of, ſhe intended ſend- 
ing for her daughter to accompany 
them, but now altered her plan ; 
and from the idea that change of i 
air and ſcene. would be of ſervice £ ; 
: 
. 


to our heroine, determined to ſet out 


Vor. III. . directly 


2 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


directly for Northampton, ftay the ; 
races, and go from thence to Bath 
through Oxford, and remain there 
a few days to ſee the Univerſity, 
viſit Bleinheim, Nuncham, and every 
thing elſe in the city or eee 
hood worthy their obſervation. 


Lady Clarendon . Mrs. 
Aſhbourn to give them the meeting 
at Bath, which ſhe readily promiſ- 
ed; and at her requeſt alſo permitted 
Emily to accompany them in their 
intended excurſion. Miſs Onſlow was 
delighted at this for various reaſons; 
always happy in the ſociety of this 
amiable family, ſhe had now the ad- 
ditional pleaſure of expecting amuſe- 
ment and variety. She had often 
wiſhed to ſee Oxford; that wiſh was 
now ſoon to be gratified, and in a 
way the moſt pleaſing to her. Ho- 
noria, conſcious that this ſcheme was 

| fixed 


— 


. 1 7D 


fixed on prinelpaity on her account, 
would not mortify Lady Clarendon 
by expreſſing the indifference ſhe felt; 
for though ſenſible her mind had 
wholly loſt that ſpring ſo neceſſary 
for the enjoyment of life, yet ſhe 
appeared pleaſed, and even anxious 
for it to take place. Sir William 
was little leſs intereſted in her reco- 
very than his mother; for the eſteem 
he at firſt felt for her, daily encreaſed 
with the knowledge of her heart and 
diſpoſition, and he loved her for 
the affection with which ſhe regarded 
NE" Onſlow. 


That young - lady one morning as 
they were preparing for their jour- 
nev, expreſt the ſatisfaction ſhe felt 
at the near proſpect of the accom- 
pliſhment of a wiſh ſhe had fo long 
formed; when Lady Clarendon, who 


| often endeavoured to check her bound- 


leſs vivacity, ſaid, © you ſhould not, my 
. den 


no 0” 


p Fe 
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dear Emily, ever ſuffer your mind 
to be fixed wholly on one object, for 


in proportion to the ardour of our 
wiſhes, will be the ſeverity of our 


diſappointment : indeed heaven often 
permits us to be puniſhed by the ac- 


compliſhments of our moſt earneſt 
Hopes. 


oy "a is that poſſible, make 5 
& Indeed, my dear, it is poſſible, for 
I have myſelf fatally experienced it. 
I formed one ardent wiſh for many years 


of my life ;---Heaven granted it, but 
was pleaſed to ordain it ſhould be my 


bittereſt puniſhment, and ſadly con- 
vinced me of the truth of that aſſertion ; 


_ © Fate Wings 1 every * tu 
| oor dart,” 


„ But, dear madam, how 2 | 


— ne” do not e hope, Emi | 
ly 


FV 5 
ly, it is the ſole ſupport of our ex- 
iſtence; I only mean to expreſs my 
diſapprobation of thoſe ungovernable 
and reſtleſs wiſhes, which we. are all. 
too apt to form, and if diſappointed, ac- 
cuſs providence of injuſtice. Re- 
member thoſe inimitable lines of Dr. 
Johnſon. .. = 


Still raiſe for good the ſupplicating voice, 
But leave ta heaven the meaſure and the chaice 5 + 
Inplore his aid, in his deciſions reſt, 


Secure whate'er he gives, he gives the bed. 


Mis Onſlow confeſſed the propriety op 
of Lady Clarendon's ſentiments, and 
promiſed in future to regulate hex 
conduct by them. Honoria deeply 
felt their truth; ſhe had formed ma- 
ny a wilh, and had been many times 
diſappointed in its accompliſhment, 
L and filently reſolved to give way no 
1 more to thoſe reſtleſs tormentors of 
the imagination. YE 28 


„ A day 


pA: 
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A day or two after this converſati- 
on, Honoria being well enough to 
travel, they left Richmond, flept one 
might on the road, and arrived at 
Northampton the next morning: as 
Mrs. Wheeler, the lady with whom 
Lady Clarendon boarded, though in 
the firſt line of company, had not a 
large fortune, and but a ſmall houſe, 
Lady Clarendon choſe to be in lodg- 
ings for the time they ſhould ſtay. 
Mrs. Wheeler had engaged them for 
her, and was with Miſs Clarendon 
waiting her arrival. Our heroine had 
for ſome time anxiouſly wiſhed to ſee 
Douiſa, to judge of the Colonel's taſte, 
and thought in her beauty and cle- 
gance to juſtify his inconſtancy: but 
ſhe was ſurprized to obſerve nothing 
ſtriking in her in any way: ſhe was 
tall, but neither delicately made nor 
well proportioned; had a fine complec- 
tion, but too much colour: her eyes 
Þ were 


A * OV. I 1, 


were black and ſparkling, but even 
ſed nothing but the moſt undaunted aſſu- 
rance; and her features, though regu- 
lar, were large and maſculine. She 
received her mother with much indif- 
ference, Emily with more complacency, 
from a hint ſhe had heard of the con- 
nection which was likely to take 
place: her brother with a marked 
diſlike; and to Honoria ſhe behaved 
with a haughtineſs bordering on con- 
tempt. | 


The time during their ſtay at North- 
ampton paſted ſo very unpleaſantly, 
that Lady Clarendon withed to ſhort- 
en it; but the had promifed her 
daughter and Emily to be at the ra- 
ces, and knew not how to recede. 
The former was evideatly jealous of 
her attentions to Honoria, but it was 
not in her power to leſſen them; the 
amiable qualities Lady Clarendon lo- 
ved in her, ſhe faw with pain were 

B 4 3 


© : HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


not poſſeſt by Louiſa; but inſtead 
of noticing the latter's rude and ill 
natured manner, ſhe ſtrove by every 


gentle and poſſible method to make 


her follow ſo bright an example. 
Miſs Onſlow, who from the firſt mo- 


ment that ſhe was introduced, with the 


violence natural to her character, concei- 


ved an inſuperable averſion to her, 
and which her behaviour- to her mo- 
ther, brother, and Honoria rendered 


more juſtifiable; declared ſhe would 


not go to the balls, unleſs the latter 


would accompany her, and to this ſhe 
unwillingly conſented, not from ex- 
pecting to receive any amuſement, but 


merely to prevent her from ITY 
at home. | 


The firſt evening when the coun- 
try dances began, Emily ſtood up 
with Sir William, and Miſs Claren- 
don with an Officer. Honoria was 


ſitting quietly by Lady Clarendon 
| and 


2 
"= 


„ VE be 9 


St Mrs. Wheeler, when a gentle- 
man approaching the latter, begged 


in a whiſper ſhe would introduce” him . 


to the lovely ſtranger as a partner; 
the immediately complied, but Ho- 
noria refuſing, he ſat down by her 


and directly entered into converſa- 


tion, finding ſhe declined dancing 


merely from ill-health; and being 


well acquainted with Mrs. Wheeler, 
be joined their party for the whole 
evening, would not dance, though 
gentlemen were very much wanted, 
but remained with her till they 
went into the ſupper room; he then 
followed, and continued to pay her 


ſuch ſtrict and viſible attention, that 


the ladies all declared ſhe had made 
a conqueſt, and the gentlemen en- 
vied him his fortunate ſituation, as: 
ſhe was without diſpute univerſally: 


allowed to be the moſt beautiful. wo- 
man in the room. 
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The next morning at breakfaſt, 
Emily rallied her on the aſſiduities of 
her beau; and Mrs. Wheeler ſaid 
he was no deſpicable captive, for he 
had by far the beſt eſtate in the 
county, and was a man of excellent 
underſtanding and of good character. 
« Ay replied Mifs Onſlow, and what is 
better than all, you were the univer- 
ſal object of envy; the ladies wiſhed 
to take your place, and the gentle- 
men his, for every creature allowed 
you, Miſs Wentworth, to be the 
brighteſt ſtar that ever darted its, 
beams. on this. northern hemiſphere.” 
Honoria ſmiled, but felt very little 
pleaſure at theſe encomiums. Miſs 
' Onſlow repeated them to pique Loui- 
fa, and it laſt none of the intended 
effect; ſhe replied ſpitefully, * where 
there were ſo many pretty women, it 
would be hard 10 decide who was the 
moſt beautiful.” Oh by no means; 
. retorted) 


A „% 1 


* 


(retorted Emily) it was given in her 
favour without diſpute.“ 


Honoria, who was fatigued from the 
laſt night's amuſement, would not go 
upon the courſe that morning. Mr. 
Manwaring was there, and enquired 
particularly for her, and ſeemed much 

diſappointed at her abſence, as Emily 
told her at dinner. In the evening 
at the ball he again addreſt her, and 
finding her perſiſt in her reſolutions 
not to dance, again gave up his fa- 
vourite amuſement for the ſuperior 
pleaſure of converſing with her. But 
his attentions were thrown away upon 
her; once ſeverely diſappointed, ſne de- 
termined her heart ſhould never know- 
a ſecond favourite, and hoped for no- 
| thing but to regain that happy tran- 
quillity and univerſal indifference. ſhe: 
once poſſeſt. 98 


Aſter 
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After one day's reſt they left North- 
ampton; Louiſa taking Sir William's 
place in the coach, who followed them 
on horſeback, and arrived at Oxford. 
None of the ladies but Lady Claren- 
don, had ever before ſeen this won- 
derful place, and in the ſurprize and 
pleaſure it excited, even Honoria for 
a time forgot her affliction. They 
drove directly to the Star, where Sir 
William, who at this Univerſity re- 
cerved his education, left them, and 
flew to Merton College to reviſit his 
friends, and collect a party for 
the following day to accompany them 
in their walks. Accordingly the 
next morning, at breakfaſt, the ladies 
were attended by three gentlemen 
of Sir William's particular acquain- 
tance, and, when it was over, imme- 
diately began their rambles. After 
viewing what their Ciceroni thought 
moſt worthy their obſervation, retur- 


ning 


n UT OO TIAL 


ning to their inn, the gentlemen led 
them through Chriſt- church College, 
when in croſſing Peckwater, a gowns- 
man who had been for ſome moments 
attentively viewing the party, flew 
from the oppoſite ſide and addreſt 
our heroine and Emily, neither of 
whom at firſt, from the alteration in 
his dreſs, recollected their old acquain- 
tance, Mr. Audley; but his voice and 
manner foon recalled him to their re- 
membrance. He expreſt the moſt 
unaffected joy at this meeting, and 
deſiring to be introduced to Sir Wil- 
liam and Lady Clarendon, hecame 
one of their party; and was ne little 
addition to it from the vivacity of his. 
converſation, and the drollery of his 
remarks. Sir William invited him to- 
dinner, and he complied without heſi- 
tation. The converſation. then tur- 
ned on their friends at C 


, and 


the: events which had lately occurred 
there: 
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there: he informed them that Mrs. 
Campbell had been married two or 
three months to Mr. Hunter, and on 
Miſs Onflow's enquiring for his friend, 
Miſs Winterton, he replied Alas, 
madam, I have not had the felicity 
of beholding the fair Helen's deſtruc- 
tive charms; but I hear that ſtill 
ec withering on the Virgin thorn, ſhe 
| lives and grows in ſingle bleſſedneſs.” 
e And fo I believe ſhe will die,” (added 
Miſs Onſlow) But do you know, 
(continued Mr. Audley) what the report 
| of the city was upon your leaving Mrs. 
= Campbell's?”  * No, really, returned: 3 
.* Honoria.” ©« Why when I was at J 
home during the long vacation, I took | 
it into my head to go and enquire how 
every body went on there, for ſince that: 
fatal affair, Charlotte has had no cor- 
reſpondence with Miſs Winterton ; ſo. 
not daring to ſhew my head at the old: 
Doctor's, 


— — — 


na . 


— 


Poctor's, nor indeed at Mrs. Camp- 


bell's, as the boſom friend of Helena, 


I called at Mrs. Walton's and aſked, 
if you were ftil} with Mrs. Camp- 
bell? Miſs Walton ſaid no, you had 


left her ſeveral months; but on my 


enquiring where you were at preſent ? 
Mary Walton replied, 1 ſhould 
rather aſk you that queſtion, Mr. 
Audley, for it is well known you 
and Miſs Wentworth w away to- 


gether.” In ſhort, madam, I found 


ſuch a report had prevailed, and did 
my utmoſt to contradi& it: but that 
may do it more effectually when TI 
£0 there next, which will be ſoon, be 
ſo good as to tell me why you left 
Mrs. Campbell, and with whom you 


went.” Honoria, extremely ſhocked- 


at this account, replied, © Though 
tor {ome reaſons it is not in my power 
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16 HONORIA SOM MERVILLE: 


to acquaint you with che event that 


obliged me to leave C———, this 
Lady, turning to Emily, can aſſure 


you I was in very reſpectable compa- 


ny, for I had the pleaſure of attend 


ing her and Mrs. Markham to Lon- 


don, two days after your departure; 
though from a trifling diſagreement, 
I quitted Mrs. Campbell's houſe a 
few hours after you took leave; and 


as the town is, I believe, ignorant 
of the real reaſon of our parting, 


from this circumſtance, IF imagine, 
aroſe the report that we went away 
ner: * 


« Well, my dear, (faid' Emily Onſ- 


low,) if from a point, you allow me 


to ſay of falſe honor, you will not 


tell, I will. I heard it publickly, and 
with this gentleman's aſſiſtance will 


make it * known all over 


the 
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the city, for I have no idea that your re- 
putation ſhould ſuffer in compliment to 
a woman, who deſerves not ſuch a 
ſacrifice: beſides now ſhe has gained 
Mr. Hunter, it will not ſpoil her for- 
rune.” She then related every particu- 


lar to Mr. Audley, who clapped his 


hands and received it with unbounded 
pleaſure, vowing another day ſhould 
not paſs before - he would write 
an account .of this ridiculous circum- 
ſtance to a friend he had now at C—, 
who ſhould ſend it all over the city, 


and in leſs than three days it ſhould 


be known at every tea and card-table 
in the place; and he. hoped to hear 


Mrs. Hunter was become an univerſal 


object of deriſion and ridicule. 


 Honoria in vain attempted to reaſon 


him into a leſs violent method of pro- 
_ ceeding, but as her fame was at ſtake, 
ſhe 
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18 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


fhe could not abſolutely diſapprove 
of his plan; and Emily declared ſhe 
would write to Anne Walton, whoſe 
manners were gentle and good-hu- 
moured, and wholly different from her 
filter's, relating the whole to her, but 
deſiring Mary might take Mrs. Hun- 
ter's part of the ſtory, and that ſhe her. 
ſelf would juſtify Miſs Wentworth: << for, 
ad dedſhe, a little piece of freſt> ſcandal, 
though of one of her deareſt friends, 
is the moſt acceptable preſent any 
one can make to Mary Walton.” 


The afternoon and evening were 
ſpent in comments upon this, and 
remarks on what they had ſeen in the 
morning; and, at parting, Mr. Audley, 
Who was a ſtudent of Chriſt church, 
and as all the Oxonians are particu- 
larly partial to his own college, de- 
fired he might have the Fan the 


next 
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next day of conducting them over it, 


and aſſuring them, upon the whole, 
they would find it more worthy their 
attenkon, than any other in the Uni- 
verſity. They promiſed to attend 
him; but Honoria, who, fatigued with 
the hurry of the day, and agitated 
by the intelligence ſhe had heard, 
paſſed a ſleepleſs night, was ſo lan- 


guid, that nothing but the fear of 


keeping ſome of them at home, could 
have induced her to accompany 
them. 


Lady Clarendon, who attentively 
watched every look of Honoria, was 
ſo alarmed by the alteration in her coun- 


tenance, that after dinner ſhe declared 


her reſolution of ſetting off for Bath 


the next day, and give up for the pre- 
ſent her intention of going to Blenheim, 


&c. as the weather was now colder, and 
ſke 
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20 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


ſhe thought every moment's delay 
might be prejudicial to Honoria, and, 


as her own ſtate of health was alſo 


very unequal to ſuch repeated fatigues. 
Mr. Audley, though he expreſt great 
concern at their early departure, con- 


feſſed the reaſon to be ſo good, that 


he dared not make an objection. 


Emily was not ſelfiſh enough to be 4 
hurt, when the health of her friend 
depended on their removal. But Louiſa 
ſaid, ſne thought it very unjuſt indeed, 


for a whole party to go for the ſake 
of one, but her mother was ſo par- 
tial to Miſs Wentworth, that ſhe could 
lead her as ſhe pleaſed. Lady Cla- 
rendon only reproved her by a ſevere 
look. Honoria was not preſent at this 


converſation, ſhe was gone to lie down 


on the bed, and when on her joining 
them at tea, ſhe was acquainted with 
the change of their plan, the real 
reaſon v was not aſſigned. 
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When the gentlemen and Mr. Aud- 

ley took leave, the latter faid, he 
hoped if they ever viſited Oxford again, 
they would do him the honor of let- 
ting him know of their arrival, and 
this both Lady Clarendon and Sir 

William, who were highly pleaſed with 
his ſpirited conduct reſpecting their 

favorite, readily promiſed. 
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[Ear Clarendon had fecured a 
houſe in Gay-ſtreet, to which they went 
immediately on their arrival at Bath, 
where the Aſhbourns, according to their 
promiſe, ſoon joined them. Emily 
quitted her friend with great regret, 
but could not avoid returning to Mrs. 
Aſhbourn, to whom ſhe confeſt - her- 
Mi mrdder great obligations; and as I 
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mey lodged only in Edgar- buildings, 
and the families met every day, their 


ſeparation was of leſs conſequence. 


The place, though ſeldom at this 
| ſeaſon crowded, began to fill faſter 
than uſual, and they mer among the 


ſtrangers many with whom they had 


been long acquainted; a circumſtance. 
particularly pleaſing to Lady Clarendon 


and Mrs. Aſhbourn ; as they conſigned 


the young people to the care of their 
friends, fince the former, from incli- 


nation, avoided all public places, and 


the latter, in her preſent ſituation, 


could not with propriety attend them. 
Louiſa, Emily, and the Miſs Aſh- 
bourns, eſcorted by their brother and 
Sir William, entered into all the amuſe- 


ments with ſpirit and vivacity. Hono- 


na's ill heath was the given reaſon for | 


her recluſe life, but her mind was not 
yet ſtrong enough to bear the con- 
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fuſion of ' conſtantly attending Balls, 
Plays, and Concerts; though Lady 
Clarendon's anxious ſolicitude for her 


recovery, by giving her an additional 


wiſh for life, made her carefully 
purſue the methods preſcribed, and 
ſhe neyer failed going to the Pump- 
room at the proper hours. 


Among the variety of objects which 
there met her eyes, ſhe was particularly 
ſtruck with a beautiful girl about ſeven- 


teen years old, who came as re- 


gularly as herſelf, ſupporting a gen- | 


teel old lady, who appeared infirm and 


emaciated; they were both dreſt in 
a ſtyle which, though far from vulgar, 
was yet by no means upon an equality 
with the reſt of the gay world; and, 


there was ſomething in he old lady's 


manner which proved ſhe. had ſeen 
better days. When ſhe had drank her 
glaſs 
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glaſs of water,” ſhe uſed to fit down 
with her young companion, and they 


ſometimes talked to each other; but 


Honoria never ſaw them | ſpeak to 
any one as an acquaintance, and of- 


ten wiſhed herſelf to have an oppor- 
tunity of entering into converſation 


with them, as ſhe was really intereſted 


on their account, and pitied the ſoli- 
tary life they ſeemed to lead, in the 
midſt of ſo much variety and diſſipation. 


What contrivance could not, chance 


at laſt effected: as ſhe was yet too 


weak to walk far, ſhe went an airing 


every day, and either Lady Clarendon, 


or Emily; generally accompanied her 
but one morning it happened they 


_ were both prevented. As the chariot 
was going ſlowly up the aſcent leading 
to Lanſdown, ſhe obſerved, juſt 


above the Belvidere, the ſame beau- 
tiful young creature who had fo often 
Vol. III. C attracted 
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attracted her notice, walking by the 
ſide of a chair. She had ordered the 
coachman to drive to the Monument, 
but a violent ſhower of rain falling, 
though it was very clear when, ſhe ſat 
out, ſhe deſired him to turn at the 
end of three miles. On her return, 
whilſt waiting for the turnpike-gate 
to be opened, ſhe. ſaw. the ſame young 
woman come out of the houſe, and 
look anxiouſly at the weather, but 
though the rain was leſſened, it was 
by no means over, and Honoria gueſ- 
ſing at her diſtreſs, immediately of- 
fered her the vacant place in the cha- 
riot, and begged ſhe might ſet her 
down. © I am much obliged to you, 
madam, ſhe anſwered, I do not re- 
gard myſelt, but I am, afraid my 
grandmother will catch cold if ſhe 
attempts to walk, and 1 wait till 
the ſhower is over, that I may go 
home and ſend her a chair.” © What, 
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is your grandroother here? . 
Honoria). 1 Madam, replied 
the girl, ſne took refuge here from 
the ſtorm.” „ Was ſhe not in a chair 
asI drove up, (ſaid Honoria?)” © Yes, 
Madam, anſwered the young beauty, 
but I could not perſuade. her to keep 
the chair the whole time, as. the in- 
tended to walk here ſlowly a little 
while for the benefit of the air, bo 
then go as far as Belmont, which, 

it is all down hill, ſhe thought i 
could do very well, and take a chair 
from thence home.” „But, interrupted 
Honoria, of 4 you and your, grand- 
mother will both come into the cha- 
riot, there will be ſufficient room, and 
T ſhall have oreat pleaſure in ſetting 
you down.“ You are very good in- 
deed, Madam, faid the girl, but I can- 
not think of troubling you ſo much; 
and if you are ſo kind as to take 
my grandmother, I can walk very 


S well.“ 
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into. the houſe to acquaint her grand- 
mother, who with many apologies 
got into the carriage, and was fol- 
lowed by the young woman. Accord- 
ing to their directions, Honoria or- 
dered the coachman to ſtop at a 
Shoemaker's in Weſtgate- ſtreet, where 
70 ſaid they lodged. . 


During their oi FE elegant man- 


deer of the old lady, and the lively 


f | : expreſſions of gratitude in the young, 


impreſſion ſhe had received; but ſhe 
could only learn that their names were 


2 N 
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lodgings, they thanked Miſs Went- 
worth in very polite terms for her con- 
deſcenſion and kindneſs, but faid no- 


to continue the acquaintance; this 


well.” Honoria was however poſitive, 
5 and at length prevailed; the girl ran 


conſiderably encreaſed the favorable 


Lambert. When they arrived at their 


thing that left her an opening to offer 


how-. 
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however ſhe guſtly imputed to timi- 
dity, as their appearance was ſo 1 


different from her own. 


The next morning ſhe went to the 
Pump- room earlier than uſual, with 


the hope of havzag ſome conver- 
ſation with her new friends; but to 
her great ſurpriſe ſaw nothing of them. 
Another and another day elapſed, and 


ſtill they were not there; this deter- 


mined her to make ſome perſonal 
enquiry, and, going to their lodgings, 
was told by the maid of the houſe, 


that Mrs. Lambert was ill, and Miſs 


not at home; the maid begged her 
to walk up ſtairs, but this ſhe would 
not do without ſending up her name, 


and requeſting to know how Mrs. 
Lambert was. The old lady anſwered 
the meſſage by entreating to ſee her. 
This Honoria directly complied with, 
and entered a ſmall dining room, 

"+ neatly, 
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n but poorly furniſhed, which to- 
gether with its ſituation, convinced our 
heroine that her idea of the narrow- 
neſs of their circumſtances was not 
an erroneous one, Mrs. Lambert, 
who was fitting in an eaſy chair very 
much wrapt up, thanked Honoria 
for the honor of her viſit; an honor 
which ſhe faid ſhe had earneſtly wiſhed 
for, but knew not how to requeſt. 
Honoria aſſured her, that anxious as 
ſhe was, to ſee her again, "the ſhould 
not probably have intruded, had not 
her abſence from the Pump-room 
for three days, not only made her 
deſire to hear of her health, but 
afforded her an excuſe for calling, 
which ſhe gladly availed herſelf of. 
Mrs. Lambert thanked her, and faid, 
ill as ſhe then was, but for her 
kindneſs, ſhe ſhould. probably have 
been much worſe, | for that the few 
minutes ſhe was expoſed to the rain, 
and 


* * e | 
and the daniels of the floor of the 
room where {the waited for its abate- 


ment, had brought on a return of the 
rheumatic complaint, for which ſhe 


was ſent to Bath. Honoria expreſt 


her concern, and aſked if the had 


any advice. Yes, the ſaid, an apo- 


thecary attended her. But dear Ma- 
dam, why not ſend for a phyſician ?” 


Mrs. Lambert ſmiled, and heſitatingly 


replied, «to confeſs the truth, Madam, 
though if I were to grow worſe, I 
ſhould think it right to have farther 


advice, as what 1 have already taken 
has been of great ſervice to me, it 


is an expence I would if poſſible avoid Z 
for there are here many neceſſary ones, 
and my circumſtances will not allow 


ime to exceed che Plan 1 have laid 
down.“ | 


Honoria at this ſpeech earneſtly 


wilhed to offer her affiſtance, and i 


C4 a man- 
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a manner that would be leaſt likely 


to offend, but knew not how to begin; 


at laſt gathering courage, ſhe ſaid,---< I 
have, Madam, been very unfortunate 


myſelf, but Heaven has raiſed me 
friends, whoſe bounty enables me to 


requeſt you to accept this, (laying 
her purſe on her lap) and believe 
me, you will infinitely oblige me 
by not refuſing me the ſatisfaction of 
having in ſome meaſure contributed 
to your comfort.“ She then haſtily 
aroſe and would have quitted the room, 
but Mrs. Lambert ſeizing her gown, 
detained her, and replied, © Grate- 


fal as I am, madam, for your kind 


and benevolent offer, yet you muſt 
permit me to decline it. I thank God, 
1 have never been in want of the neceſ- 
faries of life, and I have lately met with 


an unexpected friend, who has given 


me the means of obtaining its comforts. 
Permit me, made to tell you the 
circum- 
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circumſtance; it will convince you 1 
ſpeak the truth, and it would be the 
height of ingratitude not to take every 
opportunity of declaring the diſintereſted 
generoſity of the nobleſt of men, who 
muſt be your kindred ſoul, for ſure 
there is not ſuch another upon earth.” 
Honoria ſighed, ah! thought ſhe, I 
once fancied I had met with my kindred. 
ſoul, but fate proved it cruelly the re- 
verſe. She then begged Mrs. Lambert 
to proceed, a requeſt which ſne inſtantly 
n with. 


«I am, 3 che widow of an 
officer, and lived on the ſmall, pen- 
ſion government allowed me, and a 
trifle that was my own property, 
with eaſe and comfort in a little vil- 
lage in Hertfordſhire, my native 
country; when my only ſon, who had 
married a young woman, without any 
fortune, died in Gibraltar, and his 
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widow, who was left with five chik 
dren, embarked for England, and came 
with- her little family whom ſhe was 
utterly unable to ſupport without my 
aſſiſtance, to live with me. Our Joint 
incomes for ſome time afforded us 
a decent ſubſiſtence, but the death of 
her youngeſt child was ſoon followed 
by her own, and this reduced us to 
greater neceſſities, as of courſe her 
penſion” ceaſed, and the little which 
was only ſufficient” to enable me to 
live comfortably when alone, was ve- 
ry incompetent when four grand-chil- 
dren were added to my family; but 
I could not forſake them, as to my 
knowledge, they had no other rela- 
tion in the world to- whom they 
could apply; their mother had indeed 
_ @ brother in the army, but from the 
wandering life they had both led for 
many years, it was long fince ſhe 
had heard any thing of him, and at 
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the time of her return to England, 
knew not in what part of the world he 
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cc Thus circumſtanced, my only wiſh 
was to live long enough to place 
theſe poor infants in ſome ſituation, 
where they might in time gain their 
own livelihood; and to effect this, I 
debarred myſelf of every accuſtomed 
indulgence; and uſed the ſtrictect ceco- 
nomy to give them ſome education. 
J ſent the to boys to a cheap day ſehool, 
where, however, they could learn wri- 
ting and arithmetic ; and the girls, 
who were much older, and had been 
very well inſtructed by their mother, I 
kept at home with me till I could 
fave money enough to place them 
with a mantua-maker: but long be- 
fore I had laid by half the ſum ne- 
ceſſary for my purpoſe, the alteration 
in my way of living had reduced me 
. 5 ſo 
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ſo much, that my conſtitution could 
make no reſiſtance againſt a rheuma- 
tic fever, which entirely deprived me 
of the uſe of my limbs; and the 1 
expences it brought on, conſumed the 
little ſum 1 had intended for another 
purpoſe. Ellen, the girl you have 
conſtant attendant; but, fearing ſo ſtrict 
a confinergent would injure her health, 2 
I ſometimes fent her out to walk in the 
fields, and kept Lucy with me. One 
day ſhe returned earlier than uſual, and 
0 fluttered, that the moment ſhe fat 
down, ſhe burſt into tears. Upon my 
aſking her the reaſon of her agitation, 
ſhe told me, ' ſhe had been followed |? 
by a young Officer, who. at laſt joined . 
her, and inſiſted upon attending her 4 
home ; ſhe walked very faſt to, avoid 
him, and would not anfwer him, but 
he ſtill perſiſted, and coming up a rather 
lonely lane, leading to the part of 
_ LE, - 
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the village where 1 live, he put his 


arm round her neck, and attempted to 
kiſs her, but ſhe eſcaped, and, terrified 
to death, ran home. This account 
made me confine her to the houſe, 


except when I could ſpare her ſiſter 
to go with her, and this I ſometimes 


did, as I grew better, though ſtill un- 


able to walk ; and the ſurgeon who at- 


tended me, aſſured me, nothing but 


the Bath waters would wholly reſtore 
me. | | 


About 2 fortnight after poor 
Ellen had been fo frightered by the 


Officer, I was informed a gentleman 


deſired to ſee me, and on his entrance; 


obſerving the cockade in his hat, di- 
rectly concluded it was the fame. 


This opinion was confirmed by his 


ſpeech : upon my requiring his buſi- 


neſs, with an heſitation, which I ima 
gined was the effect of guilt, he faid, 


after an apology, he had been told I 
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was not ſo fortunate as 1 deſerved to 
be, from the care I took of a family 


who had no other friend; that if 1 : 


would permit, he would gladly under- 
take to provide wholly for one of them, 
whom he had ſeen, and in whoſe favor 
he was prejudiced; and in the mean 


time, begged me to peruſe a paper he 


then gave into my hands. This ſpeech 


was, you may believe, ill calculated 


to remove my ſuſpicions, but how 


was my aſtoniſnment and indignation 


encreaſed, when on opening the paper, 
I found it contained not only a bank 


note of fifty pounds, but a draught on 


a Banker in London, empowering me 
to receive the ſame annually! Folding 
it up, I returned it to him ſaying, with 
4 violence that my ideas juſtified, I 


wondered what he had heard of my 


character to induce him to ſuppoſe I 
could liſten to ſo infamous a propoſal, 
and _— barter the virtue of my 

child 
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child for any advantage his offered 
gold could beſtow. eannot pretend 
to deſcribe the ſurpriſe that appeared 
in his countenance, and I know not 
when we ſhould have come to an ex- 
planation, had noc Mr. Wilhams, who 
attended me, fortunately entered, and 
ended my reſentment and Colonel Ef- 
fingham's aſtoniſhment.” 46 — hea- 


hen, (exclaimed Honoria,) © Colonel 
Effingham! could he endkab fir to 
ſeduce your grand- daughter, and hope 
to gain your conſent!” << No, my dear 
madam, | (replied Mrs. Lambert) alarm - 
ed at her vehemence, you are in the 
fame error that I was; but let me 
haſten to declare, for I ſee you are 
intereſted in it, that Colonel Effingham | 
is the nobleſt, the moſt diſintereſted 
of men, and, excluſive of his 'bene- 
volence to me, 1 Babe Heard thofe whs 
have long known him, ſay he poſſeſſes 
every virtue that ever adorned the hu- 

i man 
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man heart.” Except conſtancy, ſighed 


Honoria to herſelf; who, though ſhe 


felt delighted at theſe praiſes, which 


ſeemed in ſome meaſure to juſtify the 
regard. ſhe often bluſhed at not having 
wholly conquered, yet unwilling to in- 
dulge ſo dangerous a pleaſure, begged 
Mrs. Lambert to go on with her nar- 
rative, aſſuring her ſhe was miſtaken; 
for though ſhe had formerly known the 
Colonel, and often heard of him, ſhe 
was quite unintereſted in his conduct, 
and only expreſt her ſurprize from the 
idea it was impoſſible he could be changed, 


as to be guilty of an action ſo deliberately 


baſe and unprincipled. Mrs. Lambert 
* py her ſtory. 0 


From Mr. Williams I learned, 
chat pitying my deplorable ſituation, 
he had mentioned it to the Colonel, 


whoſe univerſal liberality gave him 


hopes he would not be inattentive 
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to misfortunes like mine, whoſe illneſs 
was. almoſt incurable without the aſſiſt- 
ance of the Bath waters, a remedy; 


which he knew my little income 


would not allow me to try; and con- 
ſcious of the fate of my poor chil- 
dren if I died, he let him under- 
ſtand a donation trifling to himſelf, 
which would enable me to under- 
take this journey, might be the means 
of ſaving a whole family from de- 
ſtruction. The Colonel promiſed to 
call on me, and Mr. Williams ex- 
ulted in his ſucceſs, but knew not 
how far this generous man had ex- 


tended his liberality, all I inform- 


ed him, 


cc 1 then found, ſo far from being 


the officer who inſulted Ellen, he 
had never ſeen any of my grand- 


children, but Edward at ſchool, and 
it was him whom he offered to pro- 
| -* 5,200 
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vide for. Penetrated with the deep- 


eſt gratitude, I told him of my m. ſ- 
take, and entreated him to pardon 


the violence which aroſe merely from 


that error. He was pleaſed to ſay 
he honored and commended my ſpi- 
rited conduct, and that it convinced 


him I was worthy of every exertion 
it was in his power to make, and 


that he hoped: now I was convinced 


he had no improper motives, I would 
not mortify him by refuſing the lit- 
tle annuity he had before offered; 


and that it was to be due from that 
very day, as the bank note was only 


meant to defray the expences of my 


Journey to Bath, which he defired 1 


would not defer. I endeavoured to 
Expreſs” what I felt, but he would 


not hear me; he left the houſe im- 
mediately, but in a few days ſent for 


Edward, and placed him at an aca- 
| _ he alſo pays for James's board 


f | | at 


Px by 


at the ſame ſchool, where "ap had 
both been day | ſcholars. © Since that 


time I have never ſeen him, but 
often by Mr. Williams's means, have 


ſent my grateful acknowledgments. 
I placed Lucy to board with a per- 
fon on whom I can depend, and 


came to Bath about a month ſince; 


and have received great benefit, but 
this cold has thrown me a © little 
back: however I do not repine, but 


rejoice in the health 1 have” gained, 


and hope in a few days again to 
purſue the waters, which I doubt n 
will compleat my recovery. T hs 


madam, you ſee am far from be- 


ing in want, yet at the ſame time 
1 muſt uſe cconomy, or Pl ſhould 


be - unworthy of the benevolence” * 1 


have met cored} Ra 0-124 
f {fi a 5 7 Rt hut £111 


Honoria thanked Mrs. Lambert for 
her hiſtory, and begged to know it 
the Mr. Williams ſhe ſo often men- 

tioned, 
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tioned, was the ſurgeon who lived 
„and being anſwered in the 


at S— 
affirmative, joined her encomiums on 
his humanity and tenderneſs, which 
ſhe ſaid ſhe had herſelf experienced. 


After ſitting a little while longer, and 


liſtening with a painful ſatisfaction to 
the praiſes ſo liberally beſtowed 
on her faithleſs lover, ſhe took 
leave, convinced of the impro- 


priety of her ſtay, as ſhe was but | 
tog ready to join in the. expreſſions of 
admiration, which the grateful heart of 
Mrs, Lambert could not reſtrain, 


Þþ 


: N on her 5 la 3 the "4. an imme- 
diate opportunity of executing the plan 
which ſhe had formed, upon Mrs. Lam- 
bert's refuſing her offered aſſiſtance, by 


finding Dr. S--r, who attended her, fitting 


with Lady Clarendon. She mentioned 
to him her illneſs and misfortunes, and 
begged he would viſit her, but receive 


from herſelf the recompence his attend- 
| ance 


Re 
V 2 


- 


ance would demand : he aſſured he 


liarly marked his character, intreated 


ſhe would not think ſo meanly of him, 
as to ſuppoſe he could wiſh for, or 
would even accept, a pecuniary reward 
for the advice which he was happy in 


beſtowing freely on thoſe of his fellow- 
creatures, who were not in a ſitua- 


tion to repay him. He then took 
leave, and with a good-humoured ſmile, 


bade Honoria remember ſhe muſt 


never mention the ſubject again. 


. 6 


would call that very day, but with 
that benevolence which ever ſo pecu- 
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Pr firſt: time Honoria was alone, 


ſhe could not help reflecting on the 
peculiar circumſtances which had ſo 
often brought Colonel Effingham to 
her mind, when ſhe had ſo reſolutely 
determined to forget him. His con- 
duct to the Lamberts placed him 
in a light ſo particularly amiable, 
that ſhe felt an additional regret at 
his behaviour with reſpe&t to herſelf; 

but 
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but convinced of the impropriety of 
frequently viſiting them, from the cer- 

tainty that he would be their uſual 
topic of converſation, ſhe reſolved the 

next time ſhe. called, to beg Emily to 
accompany her, whoſe preſence as a 

ſtranger, would probably prevent them 

from nne on the _— 

Whilſt thus ns f in 0 
Miſs Onſlow entered the room, and 
told her they were all going that even- 
ing to the Play, and hoped, as ſhe was 
undoubtedly much better, ſhe' would 
not refuſe to join them, as Lady 
Clarendon had promiſed them her 
company, if they could prevail on Miſs 

MWentworth. Honoria directly con- 
ſented, aſſuring her, that motive alone 
would be ſufficiently: ſtrong; but ſne 
had another; ſhe flattered herſelf variety 
and bene might diſſipate her ideas, 
| which 
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which were too conſtantly fixed on one 
object. Emily pleaſed at having gained 
her point, left her to dreſs, and when that 
taſk was finiſhed, ſhe was ſummoned to 
the dining parlour, where, to her great 
ſurprize, ſhe found Mr. Manwaring, 
who had been introduced by a letter 
from Mrs. Wheeler, and Lady Claren- 
don had deſired him to ſtay. She was 


not a little ſhocked by an idea that took 


poſſeſſion of her mind, the inſtant ſhe 
law him, and which the evident and 
particular attention he paid her, con- 
tributed greatly to increaſe: but as he 
had yet given her no opening to expreſs 
her diſapprobation of his addreſſes, 
ſhe could only behave to him with a 
cool civility, which ſhe thought migftt 
diſcourage his hopes, and prevent him 
from avowing them. 


He attended them to the Play, and 
ſat next to her the whole evening, en- 
deavouring 


Ec 


VVT 


deavouring to engage her in conver- 
ſation whenever it was poſſible. At 
the end of the third act, Miſs Onſlow, 
who was juſt behind, addreſt her in a 
low voice, yet loud enough to be 
heard by moſt of the party, Pray 
my dear, can you. tell which of us 


all it is, who has had the honour of 


turning that gentleman oppoſite. into 
ſtone ? for I am very poſitive he has nei- 
ther moved nor taken his eyes from 


this box ſince he entered, which was: 


in the firſt ſcene.” This Tpeech 
immediately drew the attention of all 
who heard her upon the object 
that gave riſe to it, and Honoria was 
extremely ſurprized to ſee it was really 
Colonel Effingham, who wes leaning a- 
gainſt the back of a box in a penſive 
attitude, and his eyes fixed upon her ; 
but noticing the general obſervation 
he had excited, he ſtarted, and began 
looking upon the ſtage, with the air 
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FO HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 
of one diſturbed from a deep reverie. 
Honoria coloured violently, which not 
eſcaping Louiſa Clarendon, ſhe ſaid in 
a ſarcaſtic manner, © ſhe believed 
Mifs Wentworth took the honour up- 
on herſelf: ” the malice of this by 
awkening Honoria's reſentment, ſup- 
preſt her other feelings, and ſhe re- 
plied with ſpirit; «It would be 
' ſtrange if ſhe did, knowing her power 
over that gentleman,” At the mo- 
ment ſhe ſuppoſed he was looking at 
her, ſhe had totally forgot Louiſa 
was next to her, and this accounting 
for his embarraſſment, her miſtake in- 
ſpired her with a reſolution to behave 
with more firmneſs, than ſhe had 
ſhewn when they laſt met; and ſum- 
moning every ſpark of female pride to 
her aid, ſhe began converſing with 
Mr. Manwaring with an apparent vi- 
vacity and ſatisfaction, he had never 
before ſeen on her countenance : and he 
was 


# 


was 10 highly fattered by this ange in 
her behaviour, which he regarded as an 
omen of ſucceſs, that he could ſcarce- 
ly avoid acquainting her with his ſen- 
timents that evening: ſhe liſtened to 
all his remarks with ſtrict attention, 
nor even dared to glance her eyes on 
the oppoſite. fide of the houſe till juſt 
as the farce began, Miſs Onflow, 
whoſe heart was ſufficiently at eaſe to 
permit her to amuſe kerſelf with the 
objects around her, exclaimed, * Alas, 
poor man, he is gone at laſt> Well, 
J really thought it had been a pup- 
pet, who only moved his head by 
clock work; nor am I indeed now 
quite poſitive whether he went off by 
| yimſclf or Pate carried by his maſter.” 
«T am ſure (cried Fanny Aſhbourn) 
he is very unfit for a puppet ſhew, 
unleſs you make him a foil to Punch, 
for never was a countenance ſo lamen- 
tably ſerious and diſmally ſad.” „Per- 
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haps, Miſs AL .bourn, (returned Hono- ; 


ria, who was piqued at this remark) 


Punch is your favourite hero, and if 


ſo, I am not at all ſurprized that you 
do not | admire his contraſt,” She 
ſpoke this with a half ſmile, and Fan- 
ney Aſhbourn making ſome anſwer 
not worth pepeting the fubject drop- 
ped. 


1 The heat of the houſe gave Ho- 
noria a violent head ach, which ſer- 


ved her as an excuſe for retiring the 


moment they arrived at home: ſhe 
could not help accuſing fate for thus 


perpetually counteracting her determi- 
nations, and rendering every effort 


ſne made to forget Colonel A 
$ 


ham, only contribute to fix 


image more firmly on her heart. She 
however applauded her own conduct, 


and imagined it a proof of having ac- 
quired à little ſtrength of mind. 


Supported 


ON + 


1 


to reſt with ſome compoſure but the 
next morning ſhe was again agitated, 


- 


V 3 


Supported by this idea, ſhe retired 


* 


by Lady Clarendon's deſiring hr: to 
come into her apartment; and then 


acquainted” her with the generous pro- 
poſals Mr. Manwaring had that day 
| begged ſhe would communicate to 


her: now, my dear continued ſhe, you 


beſt know your own heart; if you 
can approve, I will fay love Mr. 
Manwaring, you cannot but be 'ſenſi- 
ble of the advantages you muſt derive ' 
from an union with him: he is a 
man of excellent character, good un- 
derſtanding, and amiable diſpoſition ;/* 
his fortune is large, and I need not 
repeat you will not then be depen- 
dant on that friend whoſe return you 
have fo much wiſhed for; and 
though I do not doubt her tenderneſs, 
yet, my dear, ſhe is married, may 
have a large family, and her heart 


mJ thus 
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thus divided, may have leſs to be- 

ſtow on you, than your generous and 

diſintereſted mind can imagine.“ 

Lady Clarendon was thus enumera- 
ting the reaſons which ſhe hoped 
would induce her to attend to Mr. 

Manwaring, when looking at her ſhe 
iaw ſhe was as pale as death, and 
her face bathed in tears: alarmed 
and ſurprized at her emotion, ſhe | 

; took her hand and tenderly aſked 

.if ſhe had faid any thing to hurt or 
offend her? © Oh no, madam, (retur- 
ned Honoria with a voice ſcarcely 
audible) you have only convinced me 
of the error I have been in by ſup- 
poſing 1 might be happy without a 
ſacrifice which 1 feel I never can 
conſent to. You have taught me the 
dependance I place on diſtant friends 
may fail, but you cannot prevent me 
from hoping that the laudable exerti- 

- | | ons 
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ons of induſtry may ſupport me, with- 


out reſigning my hand where I can 


never. give my heart, and thus make 


myſelf miſerable without enſuring the 


happineſs of another, 


Lady Clarendon was: ſhocked at this 
conſtruction of her words, and affection- 


ately embracing Honoria, intreated her 
not to imagine ſhe had any motive for 
what ſhe faid but her advantage; 


and aſſured her, that had ſhe enter- 


tained any idea of her diſlike to the 
propoſal, ſhe would never have men- 
tioned it; and was ſo far from wiſh- 


ing her to accept it, but on her own 
account, that it would have been with 


the trueſt regret ſhe ſhould have 


parted with her, even to ſo worthy a 
man. FHonoria thanked her, and a 
little recovered from her agitation, - 
faid, that poor and deſtitute -as her 


ſituation was, Mr. Manwaring was too 
D 4 indifferent 
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indifferent to her, though ſhe allowed 
his merit, to permit her to accept 
his propoſals without a violation of 
truth and fincerity ; © for how, ma- 
dam, added ſhe, can I vow at the 
altar to love and honour one, who 
though he may deferve, can never ob- 


tain more than my eſteem and 8 55 
tude 2 . | 


« Compoſe yourſelf, my love, returned 
her Ladyſhip, you ſhall hear nothing 
farther on the ſubject. I will myſelf 
from you give Mr. Manwaring a 
final "anſwer; but do not, my dear, 
hurt me ſo much as ever again to 
mention ſupporting yourſelf by induſ- ; 
try; ſurely you cannot doubt my af- 
fection, and believe me, I will never 
vhilſt you chuſe to remain with me, 
part with you even to that friend, 
whoſe regard thoygh it may equal 
cannot exceed mine, and whoſe claim 
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to yours may be founded on a lon- 
ger acquaintance, but not on a war- 
mer or ſincerer friendſhip.” Honoria, 
whoſe tears now flowed, not from 
grief, but ſenſations of tenderneſs ſne 
could not ſuppreſs, threw her arms 
round Lady Clarendon, and vainly 
endeavoured to ſpeak her gratitude; 
but to a heart like hers, theſe ſilent 
expreſſions proved more forcible than 
words, the innate feelings of her mind. 
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When ſhe grew more compoſed, 
Lady Clarendon entteated her not to 
give way to the dejection that oppreſt 
her, but for her ſake exert her ſpirits . 
and try to be chearful. Honoria pro- 
miſed to comply as far as it was in her 
power, and ſhe then left her to ac- 
quaint Mr. Manwaring with the con- 
verſation which had juſt » paſſed: be- 
tween them, and ſhe aſſured him there 
was no. probability that Honoria 
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would ever alter her ſentiments. So. 
Poſitive and ſo unexpected a refuſal 
ſhocked and ſurprized him; he beg- 
ged at leaſt to be allowed to make 
an intereſt in her favour, but ſhe re- 
plied it would, ſhe was certain, be 
unſucceſsful, and deſired he would not 
mention the ſubject, as ſhe had pro- 
miſed Miſs Wentworth to give him 
her final determination, and that ſhe 
ſhould be terized with no more fruit- 
leſs ſolicitations. At laſt, finding his 
hopes and entreaties were vain, he 
took leave, reſolving to quit Bath and 
return to Northampton immediately. 


When firſt our heroine came to 
Lady Clarendon, ſhe informed her 
of thoſe circumſtances of her life 
which ſhe had related to Mrs. Mark- 
ham; but growing every hour more 
ee to her, ſne often wiſhed ſhe 


' had told her every particular of her 
birth 


nnn 064 1 


birth and misfortunes; yet felt un- 


willing to begin the ſubject, from a 


groundleſs fear, that the knowledge of 
the way in which ſhe was found, her 


leaving the protection of Mr. For- 


teſcue, and coming to England in ſo 
friendleſs a ſituation, might to one of 
her delicate and ſtrict principles of 
virtue, ſnew her in a light unworthy 
her friendſhip and approbation; or at 


leaſt leſſen the confidence ſhe at preſent. 


had in her integrity. This apprehenſion 
ſtill kept her filent, Miſs: Melmoth 
was the only perſon to whom ſhe had 
entruſted the fatal myſtery of her 
birth, her unfortunate attachment to 
Colonel Effingham, and her well 
founded ideas of his infidelity ; whoſe' 
romantic and enthuſiaſtic imagination 
applauded her conſtancy, pitied his 
infatuation, and obſcure and mean as 
ber origin apparently was, it leſſened: 
her not in her eſteem; but ſhe often: 


ſaid, 
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60 RONORIA SOMUMER VILLE: 


ſaid, her ſoul and mind were too 
noble and elevated, to ſpring from 
vulgar parents. This idea, though 
wild and illuſive, were too conſonant 
to Honoria's wiſhes not to excite her 
ſatisfaction, and ſhe loved the kind 
and fanciful heart where it was firſt 
formed, the more warmly for this 
8 nee | 


"Her 3 to Pan. nenden E 
though, if - poſſible, ſtronger, was mix 
ed with a reſpect for her virtues, almoſt 
a reverence, that whilſt it rendered her 
ſolicitous to pieſerve her affection, and 
merit her eſteem, made her fearful of 
being thought unworthy of it; and 
from this conſideration, ſhe deeply 
regretted Mr. Manwaring's offer, left- 
her rejection of him ſhould he thought 
ungrateful, and imprudent : however, 
nom his leaving Bath directly, and 
the ſubject· not being again entered 


His $44 UPON. 
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upon by any of the family, ſne re- 
gained her ufual tranquillity. When 
in a fewo days, her ſenſibility was again 
alarmed on the account of her friend, 
buy an event which had its proper effect 
upon her mind, by convincing her, 
= that however unfortunate ſhe thought 

herſelf, the evils of this life are diſtr- 

| buted © with a more impartial hand,” 

than ſhort- ſighted and erring mortals. 
_ mag eg 


* 4 


As ö health was now  tolerably- 
eſtabliſhed, ſhe could not refuſe ac- 

companying her friends to the Maſter 
of the Ceremonies Ball: ſhe obſerve 
Louiſa Clarendon had been for ſome 
days particularly attentive to the dreſs 
ſhe was to wear on that evening, by 
conſulting milkners and mantua-makers, 
whillt Emily and herſelf had very little 
concern upon the ſubject, and amuſed” 
themſelves with wondering who it was 


ſhe 


62 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


| the hoped to charm. Lady Clarendon 
would - not go herſelf, as ſhe feared 
there would be a great croud, but 
committed them to the care of a cha- 


peron. They entered the room at 


the uſual time, but found it already 
ſo full, it was with ſome difficulty 
they could peocure places, and at laſt, 
were obliged to divide. Honoria and 
Emily endeavoured to ſit together, but 
were ſeparated by two ladies belonging 


to their party. Louiſa was with the 
Aſhbourns, on the oppoſite ſide of the 


room, and the gentlemen walked about. 
Juſt as the laſt minuet was begun, 


Honoria obſerved a gentleman in regi- 


mentals, who had been for ſome time 
talking to Miſs Clarendon, turn ſud- 
denly round, and the inſtant it was 


concluded, he croſt the room and went 


to Miſs Onflow. Their party at that 
inſtant riſing, Honoria was ſurrounded 
by two or three of her acquaintance,. 


who: 


who chatted to her ſome time, and 
prevented her from moving, but the 
moment they left her, ſhe looked 


round for Emily, and ſaw her in earneſt 


converſation with this Officer, changing 
colour, and apparently in great agi- 
tation. Sir William ſoon came up, 
and Honoria taking her arm, to walk 
up and down, the converſation ceaſed, 
and ſhe grew more compoled. In 
a few minutes the country dances 
began, and Miſs Clarendon ſammon- 
ing her partner, and Sir William 
taking Emily's hand, and leading her 
to the ſet, Honoria had no epportuni- 
ty of aſking an explanation. The 
Maſter of the Ceremonies in vain ſo- 
| hicited her to join the dancers, aſſuring 
her he had many commiſſions to re- 
queſt her hand, but ſhe reſolutely re- 
fuſed; nor had the various compli- 
ments he paid her the leaſt effect, for 
ſhe could not join in an amuſement 


whach 


. 
2 3 


* A 
8 Ro 


M0. uf 


" 4 
« ” % b 4 * 


het 75 * = pu Os 


FT 


1 7 
1 
# 7 
* 
. I 
Fo - p 
- * 
1 
1 * 

. 4 
* 
FX 

; {hug 4 
* * 
TI A 

1 
9 
8 G 
2 
bY 
8 0 
1 
: ©) 
+ 
N 7 
1 1 q 
' \ 
- 2 L 
2 5. "= 
- 1 - 
: L 
£5 
** . 
. A 
4 
+4 3 6 
<L © 
1 
* '- i 
$5. 
= 
21 * . 
Fae id 
I 1 4 
" 
# - I 
+ Bs ; 
Y wn 
-4 
: ""# 
+I Bs 
: 74 
= 
. 4 
+ 
Ay of y 
4 K 
4 
*:Y * 
4 \ 
{  _- 
+ = 
Py 
5 * 
5 — 
2 
1 1 
1 
4 * 
a. 
1 
"IF 
4 
_ Ha 
BT 
= 
2 
44.9 
os 
1 4 
1 
＋ 
> 
— &% 
.. a 
iN * 
* 4 N 
1 9 
3 
7 + 
+ 
Sj 
® 
+ WED 
k 
* 
5 
1 
. 
33 
* 
4% 
Wh 
* 
» of 
7 
"4 
3 


64 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


which required animation and ſpirit, 


whilſt her heart was ſo ill at eaſe. 


„ 


obſerved with pain, an univerſal em- 


barraſſment ſeemed to reign among 
them. Miſs Clarendon was angry 
and mortified, that her partner, Cap- 
tain Hareourt, neglected her, and paid 


the moſt viſible attention to Miſs. 
Onſlow ; who, however, treated him 
with a coldneſs almoſt bordering on 
eontempt, yet appeared languid and. 
diſpirited: this behavior, ſo different 
from her uſual vivacity, ſurprized and: 
hurt Sir William, who knew not how 
to account for it; and though evi- 
dently diſpleaſed at Captain Harcourt's 
aſſiduity, yet her conduct left him no 
plea to reſent it. In this | diſpoſition: 


they continued the whole evening, and 
Emily, contrary to her uſual practice, 


was the firit who propoſed returning 


and 


When they all met at tea, ſhe 


* 
98 


n ⁰²mnꝶ 698 


and to this the Miſs Aſhbourns, one 
of whom had a very inſipid, the other 
no partner, readily conſented. © . 


After their departure, Captain Har- 
court continuing his careleſs behavior, 
Louiſa, who felt herſelf highly piqued 
at it, deſired her brother to en- 
quire for the carriage; as he had 
no farther wiſh to ſlay, and Honoria 
was extremely weary, they were all 
well agreed, and the coach being ar- 
rived, they went home immediately. 

During their little 75 not a Word 

was ſpoken, but at ſupper, Lady 

Clarendon bo to ſee them 
all ſo grave, enquired the reaſon, and 
ſaid, „She feared ſomething unplea- 
ſant muſt have happened.“ Sir William, 
who ſcarcely knew why he was uneaſy; © 
replied,” No, he was only fatigued.” 
Louiſa then added, © I believe I can 
explain it, madam. The gentleman 1 1 
>: >. dance 
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66 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


danced with, was ſo very particular to 
Miſs Onſlow, that I fancy my brother 


is jealous.” © No, really Louiſa, (re- 


turned he,) that I cannot poſſibly be, 


for Miſs Onſlow's behavior to him was 
ſo. pointedly cool, he had very little 


cauſe for exultation.” © That I allow, 


(ſaid Miſs Clarendon,) but it is my 


opinion they had once a better under- 
ſtanding with each other, and that her 


| preſent reſerve was only put on to 
conceal it from you.” Sir William 
felt all the force of this ill-natured 
ſpeech, though he would not confeſs 
it; for, from the firſt moment he had 
obſerved them, it ſtruck him that 


they had formerly been acquainted, 


and that unexpectedly meeting him 


there, had occaſioned the embarraſs- 


ment and uneafineſs ſo viſible in her 
countenance the whole evening. © Fie, 
Louiſa, (ſaid Lady Clarendon,) how | 


can you give way to ſuch unjuſt ſuſpi- 


cions £ 


V yoo 


nnn 1854.4 6h 


cions ? I ſhould rather gueſs from them, 
you were uneaſy yourſelf, at your 


partner's preference of another. Pray 
who was her“ Captain Harcourt, 


madam.”---Did Mr. Tyſon introduce 
him to you?“ No, IN I have. 
known him ſome time.“ Where 
did you firſt ſee him, Louis Rd 


Northampton.” Lady Clarendon faid 
no more at this time, but juſtly ima- 
gined, from the glow on her daughter's 
cheek, that her idea was not ill-found- 
ed, and that Captain Harcourt was. not 


U incillevent to > her. 


When they PTE as Honjicls was 


meditating on the events of the even- 


ing, ſhe recollected the enquiry Mrs. 
Bridges made to Emily, whether ſhe 


had ever ſeen Captain Harcourt at 
C » and the anger and con- 
fuſion that queſtion had raiſed in 


her countenance; and which, intimate 


as they were even then, ſhe had never 


explained | 
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68 HONORIA SOMMERVILLS! 


explained the cauſe of, but evidently 
avoided the ſubject. The peculiarity 


of the circumſtance impreſt it on her 
memory, though as it was ſo long ſince, 
ſhe would probably have forgotten the 


name, had it not ſtruck her at the time, 


as being the ſame as that of a Clergy- 


man with whom ſhe was well acquaint- 


ed in Ireland. She feared there was 
ſome reaſon for Sir William's uneaſi- 
neſs,” though ſhe knew not what, and 
determined the next time ſhe was alone 


with Emily, to endeavor to learn the 


cauſe of her embarraſſment; a liberty 
ſhe thought . 1 ai | 


* 1 | 1 4751 "Xs 1:3 


HAP. Mu. 


| W HOLLY engaged 1 reflecking 


on the occurrences of the evening, 


Honoria did not cloſe her eyes for 
ſeveral hours, and conſequently flept 


more heavily in the morning; and. 


when ſhe was dreſt, found it much 
later than uſual, and that Sir Wil- 
liam and Louiſa had been both gone 
'to the Pump-room ſome time: ſhe 
immediately followed them, and turn- 
ing into Bond-ſtreet, perceived the 


former at a little diſtance; ſhe waited 


for 
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70 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


— 


for him, and when he joined her, was 
ſhocked to ſee the moſt viſible traces of 
uneaſineſs on his countenance: he 
prevented her enquiries, by faying, 
« Oh Miſs Wentworth, you know not 
what a miſerable night I have paſt, nor 
how much this morning has encreaſed 
my apprehenſions: you heard Louiſa's 
ſuſpicions; to you I will confeſs, 
though I would not to her, that they 
agree too well with my own: you may 
ſuppoſe they prevented me from ſleep- 
ing, and I roſe early, but knowing 1 
could then learn nothing to ſatis- 
fy me, I took a ſolitary walk towards 
Weſton, meditating whether I had bet- 
ter let it paſs over in ſilence, as I had 
no reaſonable plea for anger, or queſ- 
tion Emily on the ſubject? Ar laſt I 
determined to beg you to ſpeak to her; 
the ſtrength of her regard for you is 
ſuch, that I was certain, if there was 
any myſtery, ſhe would reveal it to 
Wn; e Ou; 
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you; and if not, I knew your deciſion 
would make me eaſy. I then returned 


haſtily home, but found you had not 


yet left your chamber, and, too reſtleſs 
to wait for you, I went to the Pump- 
room. Miſs Onflow was not there; 


IJ again came back, and calling at 


Mrs. Afhbourr's, learned ſhe had been 
gone about five minutes: ſuppoſing 
I had miſſed her, I reſolved to ſeek 


her there again; but croſſing to. 


Milſom-ſtreet, was ſtopped, by . ſee- 
ing Captain Harcourt rap at the door 
I had juſt quitted ; impatient to know 
whether he was admitred, I waited at 
Marſhall's Library, till J had the fatis- 
faction to find he was alſo refuſed; 
he immediately came over, and paſſed 
me with a flight bow, and I was juft 
going to follow him, when a gentle- 
man, who had been fitting in the ſhop, 
abſolutely by force detained me, till 


I would give my opinion on a political 
pamphlet 
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72 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


pamphlet he held in his hand: to avoid 


this I ſaid, which was true, I had not 


read it; but this only involved me 


farther, for though I pleaded buſineſs, 


he would not let me go till he had 


read ſeveral pages aloud, not one ſylla- 


ble of which I heard, but I haſtily 
declared my ſentiments were exactly 


the ſame as his, though without know 
ing any thing of the matter, and then 


left him; and was going as faſt as 
Poſſible to the pump when I met you.“ | 


 Honoria endeavoured to reaſon him 


out of his apprehenſions, which ſhe ſaid 
were fallacious, and attempted to 


prove the folly of jealouſy, ariſing 
merely from a combination of acci- 
dental circumſtances ; but on entering 
the room, Sir William's fears revived, 
and even, her's were raiſed, by obſer- 
ving Captain Harcourt fitting by Miſs 
Onſlow, and earneſtly engaged in con- 
verſation, 


er vn Lo 73 


verſation; the deep * on her 
cheeks convinced them it was not an 
indifferent one, and the inſtant ſne 
looked up and beheld Sir William, 
the caught | eagerly hold of the Cap- 
tain who was riſing, gave a loud 
ſcream, _—_ fainted 1 80 | 
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Every body was alarmed, and Ho- 
noria ran to the aſſiſtance of her 
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friend, who was ſoon ſurrounded by 44 
the company, but the crowd, inftead' 1 


= contributing to, retarded her FECO- | | i : 
very. She was ftill ſenſeleſs, and the Ji 
drops not having any effect, ſhe was: 
lifted into a carriage that waited in 
Stall-ſtreet, which a lady obſerving 
their diſtreſs, and that it was impoſſi- 
ble ſhe could go in a chair, humanely 1 
offered, and accompanied by Honoria "43 
and Fanny Aſhbourn, was carried home, 9 
and a ſurgeon ſent for immediately. * 1 
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74 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


In the mean time Sir William, cho“ 


not unmoved at her illneſs, yet ſeeing 
me was in proper hands, went up di- 
rectly to captain Harcourt, informing 


him he wiſhed to ſpeak with him: he 
replied, he was ready to attend him, 
and they both left the pump room 
whilſt their party were too buſily em- 
ployed in endeavouring to recover Miſs 
Onſlow, to regard their abſence or e- 


ven gueſs at the cauſe. Sir William 


Captain Harcourt followed ; and when 
they arrived at the farther end, the 
former, who would not truſt himſelf 
to ſpeak till out of the hearing of the 
few people who were ſcattered there, 
haſtily demanded the cauſe of Miſs 


Onſlow's illneſs, the fubje& of their 


converſation, and the reaſon why he fo 


impertinently followed her, when he could 


not but diſcern his affiduities were not 
merely croubleſome but diſagrecable? 


led the way to the North Parade; 
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= © Before. I anſwer your queſtions, Sir 
William, (returned the captain) I ſhall 
beg to know by what authority you 
think proper to aſk them? * By the 
authority of a lover, a favoured lover, 
who only waits till ſhe is at her own 
diſpoſal, to ratify the ſolemn engage- 
ments he is under, and by the moſt 
ſacred ties bind himſelf her's for 
ever,” © Then, Sir, behold in me the 
man who dares diſpute your claim 
and on the aſſurance of the grounds 
on which he builds his hopes of ſũc- 
ceſs, deigns to reply to your queſtions. - 
The lady's illneſs aroſe from an ap- 
prehenſion, that if we met it might 
coſt one of us our lives, and who 
could tell which ſhould fall? The ſub- 
ject of our converſation, paſt events 
and hopes of future happineſs; and 
this will ſufficiently anſwer. The 
third; I followed her to explain ſome 
apparent myſtery in my conduct, and 
x - her 
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76 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


her embarraſſment was owing to her 


having encouraged your addreſſes 
hen ſenſible of my prior claims.“ 


«From herſelf only, returned the Ba- 
ronet haughtily, will I believe this ſto- 
ry.” As you pleaſe, replied the 
Captain with a contemptuous coldneſs, 


I know ſhe will not deny it; but 


your doubts, Sir William, muſt unavoid- 


ably render this meeting only a pre- 
lude to a future one; name your time 


and place.” There is no time like 
the preſent (ſaid Sir William) the 
place is indifferent to me.“ They 


then walked back with a quick pace, 
and ſtopping at the houſe where he 


lodged, the Captain called his ſervant, 
and bade him in a whiſper bring his 
piſtols to him on the old bridge, and 


then followed Sir William, who had 


been filently meditating on the poſſi- 
ble conſequences of the raſh action he 


was now engaged in: his mother and 


his 


his beloved Emily, ruſhed upon his 
mind, and made him half a coward ; 
| but. reſolutely baniſhing them from 
his thoughts, he turned to the Cap- 
tain, and with tolerable tranquillity 
aſked if he had- fixed on a proper ſpot ? 
he replied in the affirmative, and 
ſaid, he would lead the _ 


Again FOR? a on in e and 
juſt as they croſſed the bridge, the ſervant 
arrived with the piſtols: he ordered 
him to follow at a diſtance, and going 
up Holloway, turned to the left, into 
a very retired field, and told the man 
to lay them down, and go home 
immediately. He then gave Sir Wil- 
liam his choice, but before he fired, 
ſaid, Now we fight. for the Lady, 
the conqueror ſhall have her.”--* No, 
returned Sir William, reſentfully, if 1 
thought Miſs Onſlow would heſitate 
in her deciſion, ſne would not be 
E 3 worth 


* 
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5 her truth and honor, and fight, 
ir, becauſe you call them in queſtion. 
= - al take my life, and after that, 
her choice falls upon you, there would 
have been fo little worth living for 
in this world, that even in another 
ſtate, I ſhould bleſs the hand, which 
by depriving me of exiſtence, kindly 
preyented me from lingering out a 
number of wretched years, a prey to 
_ anguiſh and. diſappointment; but, by 
Heaven, I do not think ſo meanly 
of her.” „ Well, Sir, (replied the 
 Captain,) with an inſolent ſmile, if 
you are not blind to conviction, this 
paper will probably ſtagger your in- 
ercaulity;“ he then opened his pocket- 
book, and gave him a note. With 
a trembling hand, he unfolded it, and 
read the Nager words: 


To 


„ U v1.12: 39 


To e Haxcovar. 


« / Though fo entirely againſt 
my on ideas of delicacy and pro- 
priety, yet the cruelty of my ſituation 
is ſuch, it compels me to inform 
you I have at laſt conſented to your 
requeſt.- Be ready at the end of the 
garden wall at eight o'clock this even- 
ing with a poſt-chaiſe. D. T. who 
conveys this to you, will contrive to 
get the key of _ ONE, where ou 1 
will receive 1 
EMIL v new . 


The horror, confuſion, and aſtonifh« 
ment of Sir William, at the fight of 
this, may be more eaſily conceived than 
deſcribed; he at firſt refuſed his be- 
lief, but Captain Harcourt inſiſted 
on his putting the letter into his poc- 
* and ſhewing it to Miſs Onflow, 

E 4 who, 
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who, he ſaid, would not dare deny it. 
This confirmed his ſuſpicions, and with 
à low, tremulous voice, he entreated 
him to ſay what followed. «I went, con- 
tinued the Captain, at the appointed 
time, and we were above an hundred miles 
on our way to Scotland, when a curſed - 
accident intervened, or I ſhould, at 
this moment, have been maſter of her 
perſon and fortune.“ Sir William had 
already heard too much; this idea 
tranſported him with ' reſentment, and 
be called to the Captain to be in readi- 
neſs, and then fired, but the agitation 
of his ſoul communicated itſelf to his 
hand, which was ſo unſteady, tlrat he 
entirely miſſed his antagoniſt. Captain 
Harcourt took a better aim; the ball 
entered Sir William's 8 and he fell 
1H to an > ground. * 


Wit all this was n this un- 
happy cauſe of their duel recovered her 


as | ſenſes 


* 24 a Oo 
2 >a 
- 


ain 
ſenſes by the aſſiſtance of the ſurgeon, 
and the moment ſhe acquired à perfect 
recollection of what had paſſed, aſked 
Honoria, where Sir William was? 
She replied, ſhe did not know. 
What! exclaimed Emily, in an ago- 
ny, has he not been here? has he not 


enquired for me? The ſilence of thoſe 
around her confirmed her fears, and 


extended them beyond the truth: ſhe 
looked at them, and ſaw an embarraſs- 
ment ſhe could only in one way ac- 
count for. «Oh! cried the, he is 
dead, you know he is, though you will 
not tell me: Captain Harcourt has 
killed him.” They endeavoured to 
convince her they were wholly ignorant 


of what had: paſſed, but ſhe would not 


be convinced: at laſt, falling on her 
knees to Mrs. Aſhbourn, Wes "A 


nothing would fatisfy but 
ſeeking him herſelf; and 3 ſhe. 
might have the carriage. Mrs. Aſh<- 
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bourn, ſuppoſing, that her mind, whilft 
in action, might be amuſed, and that 
before her return; they would probably 
hear of Sir William, conſented ; and 
whullt it was getting ready, ſent for her 
fon, to deſire him to make fome en- 
quires, for, from what ſhe had ſeen, 


me concluded, · if the gentlemen met, 
there muſt undoubtedly | be a ren- 


contre. 


Juſt before they ſet off, Louiſa 
Clarendon, who. paid no regard to- 
the feelings of another, entered, fol- 
lowed by Harry and Miſs Aſnbourn, 
and immediately fell inte an hyſteric 
fat 1 they rang for the ſervants tO bring. 


drops, and crowded: themſelves round: 
Harry, whoſe pale countenance pre- 


pared them for ſome dreadful intelli- 
gence: he however could only inform. 


them, that his ſiſter Dorothea and Miſs. 


A who, {aid they had been 


ſearching 


F 


ſearching for him ſome time, at laſt 
came to Bull's, where: he was reading 


the Papers, — entreated him to g 


after Sir William and Captain Harcourt, 


who had left the Pump- room together, 


a and they feared, with ſome terrible 
deſign: that leaving them in the ſhop, 
he flew to the Captain's lodgings, on 


the North Parade, and found neither 
himſelf nor his ſervant were at home, 


and the people of the houſe could 


give him no information; but: going 
out, he met a. little errand- boy, Who 


told him,, that ſome time befor, he 


faw the Captain's ſervant: come down 
ſtairs with two piſtols, and run very 
faſt towards the Abbey- green. Alarm- 


ed at this account, but not knowing 
where to follow. them, he returned to 


the library, and Miſs Clarendon, ex- 
tremely agitated,. inſiſted on his going 


home directly, to conſult his mother 


what was beſt to be done. ; 
: Miſs 
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"Miſs Onſlow, though before fearcely 
able to ſtand, now roſe, her encreaſ- 


ing terror giving her ſtrength, and 


the carriage being at the door, ſhe 
inſiſted upon going directly. === Going 
where, dear Emily?“ faid Harry. 
No matter, I will go, (returned ſhe,) 
and ſpringing i into the carriage, was fol- 


lowed by Honoria, who, though un- 
equal to the taſk of conſolation, yet 
would not forſake her friend, in this. 


moment of affliction. Fanny, who in- 
tended to accompany them, was. 
puſhed aſide by her brother, who. 
thought he might be a more uſeful 
attendant. They were all ſeated, and. 
the door ſhut, when the coachman 
aſked where he was to drive? and this. 
queſtion. embarraſling them not a. little, 
they were for: ſome moments unable 
to decide; ; wh Harry,, who at this, 
time had the moſt recollection of the 
party, gueſſing, from the boy's intelli- 


gence; 
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_ Fence; the combatants were gone ſome 
wh ere beyond the old bridge, ordered 
| him to ſtop at the other ſide, hoping 
to gain there farther information; and 
he was right: an old woman who was 
felling apples, told him, in anſwer to 
his enquiry, that ſhe had ſeen two 
gentlemen, one in red, and the other 
in blue, paſs her ſome time before, and 
the believed they went up Holloway. 
According to her direction, they drove 
up, and were juſt at the top of the 
hill, when they perceived a crowd of ' 

people at a ftile. Harry jumped out, 
gueſſing at the cauſe, and in an inſtant 
his feats were confirmed, by ſeeing, as 
he thought, the breathleſs body of his 
friend, ſupported by ſeveral men, who 
were flowly moving to a cottage juſt 
by. He endeavoured; but in vain, to 
keep this mournful ſight from Emily; 
he ran back to the carriage, but it was 


too. late; half frantic with horror 
and. 
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and deſpair, ſhe had broke the 
glaſſes in attempting, to get out, and 
Honoria's ſtrength was. too inſufficient 
to detain her: pretending 10. give way 
to her inclinations, he lifted her down, 
but oppoſed. her going towards the 
field, and carried her by force to the 
eottage; here the violence of her agi 
tation ſoon exhauſted itſelf, and ſhe 
funk once more into that happy inſen- 
ſibility from which. ſhe: had fo. lately 
recovered. Honoria followed: her, and 
1 | | Harry flew to: Sir William, and hear- 
| ing he was not. abſolutely. dead, but 
mad only fainted from. loſs. of blood, 
and ſeeing; that. his wound was properly 
bound up for the preſent, placed him 
3 in the carriage; got in himſelf, and: 
ordered it to drive ſlowly to New 4 
King-ſtreet;, where a gentleman, who- ir 
had been his tutor, lodged, who he 
was ſure would: readily. give up his 
3 to Sir William, as it was de 
utterly 


e i 


utterly improper in the ſtate he | was 
then in, to carry kim to Lady Cla- 
rendon's,, or Mrs. Aſhbourn's, where 


his ſiſter in all probability ſtill was. 


There they ſoon arrived, and fortunate- 
ly finding Mr. Heywood at home, he 
ſent him back in the chariot to Miſs. 
Onſlow and Honoria, begging he 
would tell them Sir William had only 
fainted, - and was not as they appre- 
hended, dead. | 


This 3 he gave Honoria, 
who. was rejoiced at it, but her un- 


happy. friend was. ftill incapable of 


hearing what would. have given her 
ſuch ſatisfaction. She was lifted into: 
the carriage, and: taken to Edgar 
buildings, where the family were all 


in the utmoſt terror, not having heard: 
any thing ſince their departure. Mrs. 
Aſhbourn feeing Emily brought in. 


ns inſenſible, and not followed by 
her 
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| her ſon, who had attended her, was 
on his account inexpreſſibly alarmed, 
till Mr. Heywood explained the cir 
cumſtance, and then flew to his own 
lodging to aſſiſt his friend, Mrs. 
Aſhbourn ſent for the beſt phyſical 
aſſiſtance, and Honoria left Miſs On- 
flow to their care, and went herſelf to 
Lady Chrendon, who had been fur- 
prized at the abſence of her family, 
but accounted for it by Emily's ill. 
neſs, of which ſhe had been told, but 
not the cauſe. Honoria's appearance, 
however, terrified her, from the ex- 
treme agitation in her countenance, 
who after properly preparing her for 
the melancholy intelligennce ſhe had 
to communicate, informed her of the 
duel and its conſequences. Lady Cla- 
rendon, dreadfully ſhocked; and fearing 
the worſt; would not remain. in: ſuſ- 
penſe, but ordering a chair, deſired 
Honoria to accompany her immediately 
8 


M e e eee ay 


to new King-ſtreet. Arriving at Mr. 
Heywood's lodgings, they met Harry 
Aſhbourn coming out, who gave them 
a better account than they expected: 
he ſaid the furgeons had extracted the 
ball and dreſſed the wound, which of 
itſelf was not dangerous; all they had 
to apprehend was from a fever, and 
that Sir William's recovery depended 
greatly on being kept quiet and free 
from agitation, and that to remove his 
apprehenſions for his Miſs Onſlow, 
he was going home to enquire for 
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dy - Clarendon, - a little relieved, 
went up ſtairs to him, and Honoria 
left her to look for Louiſa, who when 
ſhe recovered from her hyſteric fit, 
quitted Mrs. Afhbourn and was gone 
ſhe knew not where. Calling at ſe- 
BB Heal houſes where ſhe was intimate 
| and not finding her, ſhe went to Ed- 
r dw gar 
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gar buildings: the family here were 
ſtill in the utmoſt confuſion ;; Emily 
was reſtored to life, but not to her 
ſenſes; ſhe awoke only to a ſtrong de- 
rium, and was in a high e and 
both the phyſician and ſurgeon who 
attended her, declared ſne was in great 
5 danger: the latter, who had ſeen her 
1 | in the morning, blamed Mrs, Aſh- 
+boutrn ſor ſuffering her to go out in 
ſuch a ſtate of mind, and Harry more, 
for not ſeeking Sir William himſelf, 
and letting her take ſome other road 
by which means ſhe would have eſca- 
ped a fight, that had made fo deep, 
fo fatal an impreſſion on her mind 
yet they beth thought if they could 
procure one interval of reaſon, to 
make her ſenſible Sir William ſtill li- 
ved, it would have an happy effect: 
but this there was at preſent no proſ- 
pect of keln che viglence of her diſ- 
order. 


| Whilt 


# 
I r WE IT 


"Whilſt Honoria was liſtening to 


entered the room, and informed her 
ſhe had juſt left Louiſa in Gay- 
ſtreet: and upon her deſiring to know 
how ſhe bore the news of her brother's 
danger, replied, «© Oh! Miſs Went- 
worth, ſhe is, I believe, totally loſt 
to all feeling, but for herſelf, When 
you drove off with Emily and my 
brother, you know ſhe was in ſtrong 
hyſteries, but ſhe ſoon recovered, and 
attempting to leave us, we entreated 


her not to go home, for fear of 


nlarming Lady Clarendon, and this he 
promifed, but faid ſhe would call 
on Mrs, Betterton. When from your 
return, we knew the event of the duel, 
| fearing ſhe might hear it ſuddenly, 
I went to her myſelf, but how was I 
ſhocked to find her uneaſineſs aroſe 
more from apprehenſions for Captain, 
© Harcourt, than her brother! I could 
wy | ſcarcely 


this account with tears, Miſs Aſhbourn 
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ſcarcely reſtrain my indignation, when 
ſhe exclaumed, © Oh! tell me, is Har- 
court ſafe?” I replied, he was un- 
hurt, but if Sir William died, his life 
would be endangered, if it was poſſible 
to ſecure him, but that at preſent he 
had eſcaped.” The grief that ap- 
peared in her countenance, my in- 
formation entirely diſſipated: © then (ſaid 
ſhe) I am fatisfied; my entreaties will, I 
doubt not, prevail on my mother not 
to proſecute him: did they not meet 
on an equal footing, and was it not 
an equal chance who fell? why then 
ſeek to deprive another of life, becauſe 
he unfortunately and accidentally took 
too ſure an aim?” then redoubling her 
tears, ſhe added, her mother could not 
be ſo unjuſt and cruel.” Mrs. Bet- 
terton could with difficulty avoid ex- 
preſſing her reſentment at her unnatural 
inſenſibility, but checking herſelf, ſhe 
only replied, © I hope Sir William 
= | 3 F On 
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will recover, and then, Miſs Clarendon, 
your favourite will eſcape- puniſhment, 
though, in my opinion, he will not the 


leſs deſerve it.” Louiſa was extremely 


angry at this ſpeech, and riſing, 
aſked me to go home with her; 
when I left her in Gay-ſtreet, I found 


you had informed Lady Clarendon of 
this terrible event, and that ſhe was 


gone to her ſon. If he ſhould die, 
how much will that excellent Lady 
ſuffer, and how little conſolation can 
ſhe receive from the ſociety of ſuch a 
daughter! Honoria joined with her 
in lamenting her unfeeling diſpoſition, 


and then went up ſtairs to ſee the 


poor Emily, who was, however, wholly 
inſenſible of her preſence, and raving 


in the wildeſt manner. A ſight ſo 


| dreadful, hurt Honoria extremely, 
and, unable to be of any ſervice, ſhe 


ſoon left her to attend Lady Claren- 
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94 HONORIA SOMMERYILLE:. 


don, whoſe grief, though exceſſive, was 
reaſonable, and refuſed not the kind 
efforts of friendſhip, for her conſola- 


tion and relief. 


c H A P. xxVI. 


Ar the moment Sir William fell, 
the report of the piſtol having reached . IJ 
| the ears of Harcourt's ſervant, who 1 
contrary to his maſter's command had 1M 
only gone into the road, he directly 28 
came up, and the captain, who thought 
he had killed his adverſary, ſolicitous 
| for his own fafety, told Joſeph he 
muſt eſcape to avoid falling into the 
hands of juſtice, but ordered him im- 
mediately to procure ſome aſſiſtance, 
and convey the body of Sir William 
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96 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


to his friends : this command he di- 


rectly executed, alarmed the neighbour- 


hood, and was aſſiſting to lift it to 


the next cottage, perceiving ſome ſigns 


of life, hen they were met by Mr. 
Aſhbourn. In the mean time Captain 
Harcourt had gained the Briſtol road, 


and overtaking the ſtage coach got 


into it, and arrived at that city, where 


thinking there might exiſt a poſſibi- 


lity of Sir William's life, and knowing 
he could hear every day from Bath, 
he determined to take a lodging in 


ſome obſcure place, change his name, 
and wait till the certainty of his death 
ſhould make his embarkation ee 


For ten days the event was doubt- 


fu 1: a fever brought on by che agita- 


tion of his mind, from the apprehen- 


ſion of Emily's inconſtancy, reduced 


[ him to the brink. of the. grave ; 'F and it 
was  encreaſe by the knowledge of her 


danger, 


as 


ps © 


- 


danger, which they were obliged” to tell 


ing, as in the beginning of his illneſs 
he was conftantly enquiring for her, 
and entreating that ſhe- would ſee him, 


if only for half an hour, Emily, in 


this time, was grown calmer, but had 
not had one moment's interval of rea- 
ſon. Honoria divided her days be- 


tween a conſtant attendance in the 
chamber of her ſick friend, and her 


endeavours to conſole the afflicted mo- 


ther, whole grief had no little addition 


from obſerving the ſullen behaviour of 


Louiſa ; who, inſtead of ſoftening the 
univerſal diſtreſs, by her indifference 
and ill nature, encreaſed the diſtaſte 
every one of the party had for ſome 


time conceived to her. 


The Aſhbourns were as indefatigas | 


ble in their attentions to Emily, as 
Harry and Mr, Heywood were to Sir 
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him as an excuſe. for her not appear- 
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08 HONORIA SOMMUER VILLE: 


William, and in a fortnight their cares 
began to be rewarded by an unexpect- 
ed change in the former; ſhe had 
been for ſome days more compoſed, 
and at laſt began to know thoſe a- 
round her, but the firſt ſigns of recol- 
lection were attended with violent ex- 
preſſions of grief; but theſe ſoon ſub- 
ſided from their intelligence that Sir 
William was not only alive, but would 
probably recover, as he was in more 
danger from his apprehenſions on her 
account, than from the conſequences 
of his wound, and that the know- 
ledge of her amendment would great- 
ly contribute to his. In fact, it had 
even a better effect than they dared 
hope for: the ſuſpicions which had 
tormented his ſoul from Captain Har- 
court's relation, were entirely baniſhed, 
by the certainty that her illneſs aroſe 
merely from her ſolicitude for him, 
and was ſo violently encreaſed by ſee- 

| ing 
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ing him, as ſhe imagined, breathleſs 
and inſenſible; and now the hope of 
her recovery, by leſſening the torments 
he had for ſome days experienced; 
daily added to his ſtrength, and his 
conſtitution being naturally good, in 
leſs than a week he was pronounced 
out of danger; and this repeated to 
Miſs Onſlow, had an equally happy 
effect upon her, though .ſhe mended 
more lowly. 


In a ſhort time, however, comfort 


and peace once more dawned on this 
little party. Sir William was well e- 


nough to be removed to Gay. ſtreet, | 


and finding no bad conſequences from 
the motion of the chair, he inſiſted the 
following day upon being carried to 
ſee Emily, who had not yet left her 
chamber; he was ſo earneſt in this 
requeſt, that Lady Clarendon knew 
not how to deny it, but deſired Ho- 


2 1 


* 
ME 
: 
= 4 
* 
_ 
i 
2 

= 
8 
7 
1 
— 
» 
3 Y 
. 
* 


7 N ho 5 _ a "x" — ; M3 dh * — Os 
2 8 D 3 9% by ; S. 
lag "ad & 
> ” — » * 
8 1 we. - 5 7 ICED. 4 A. 
r hen 2 ge bn i, SL . 
* " N. — * . 
4 - 5 a . WE" 
A a 6 2 IF 8 ps» aj 4 — * 8 2 
ub — „ f p 7 2 
7 CES uo 
5 oy — 4 
% - 


wit 1 
SS 2 ” 
—— We: rg 
"by. it » 
- 
: as = 
2 5 = 
=, 
— OY 
98. ,20 1435 


aum * * a - — Hg - 
. —— 
; ns — tr We be" eat I » 


* * as 
Sc 


SY. RG SEEC 
. 2 
2 * or Ml jon V 


. 0 * Pen $ * 2 = * * 
x 3, " & 4 1 hay Ss r uu. po "" * e 4. * * 8 
"ey by 0 8 dun 4 m < 4 4 38 —_ „ : — « 0 2 
ä — —— a ED . 8 . * . * . — . * . 
> _ * 1 8 n 1 * N — — bats yer — 
: * £ a A A Lone i AG” ow. 22 9G; : k $4 . = _—- * 4 5 
3 ar =y 3 4 L To 2 mY \ - 1 ks S . r 9 7 ; . * - 8 
* a 1 4 7 « by if ” N * 2 
x 4 AY | * * 3 o " 1 — a "_ WS " 5 1 þo _ — S 
— TIS. + ea” x WE 1 © A. e PRE - . 8 8 
6 _— A , a 0 1 4 << 
| * — — 3 d. © + "34 Wc. * * Roe _ 
* « 1 — * * 'y * — # x 
1 2 * 8 
- — — _ 1 — 


. 
: x. 2 *$+a 28608 — — 
E * „ 
„3 a oees : &. iy 


W 
— 
eu" 36 * 


* 5 
6 is Ob A 
- ——_—_— * 


* — 


EY oh 
5. + WS * 


S 3 
9 — * 4 
* Haha FLW: th _—_— EP: 
7 4 2 3 r 
8 Tm Ja 3 


— — 


110 HONORIA SOMMER VILLE: 


noria to aſk Miſs Onſlow if ſhe would 
conſent. Emily, who had always enjoy- 
ed an excellent ſtate of health, from the 
weakneſs, which is common when re- 
covering from a violent fever, but 
which having never felt before, ſhe 
thought was ſomething extraordinary, 
had an idea that ſhe ſhould not live, 
was delighted at the proſpect of ſeeing 
him. She told Honoria ſhe had but 
one wiſh, that was to juſtify - her- 
ſelf to him, and then ſhe ſhould die 
contented. Honoria attempted to rally 
her in a gentle manner out of this 
apprehenſion, but could not ſucceed. 

„ Tell Sir William, (faid ſhe) if he 
comes, he muſt not refuſe to hear me, 
for if he does, I ſhall never live to 
ſee him again.” This, however, Ho- 
noria, on her return, did not repeat; 
ſhe only. ſaid, Miſs Onſlow would be 
particularly happy to receive him, as 
ſhe ardently wiſhed for an opportunity 

| „„ to 


a I . 101 
to relate the circumſtances which had 
probably miſled him, and begged he 
would not refuſe to hear her. This 
he promiſed, and was the next after- 
noon carried to Mrs. Aſhbourn's, and 
admitted to Emily's apartment. 


The ſight of each other, pale, weak, 
and emaciated, had for ſome moments 
2 violent effect on both, each accuſing 
themſelves as the cauſe of the other's 


illneſs ; theſe emotions at laſt ſubſided, 


and they felt. the trueſt ſatisfaction in 
again enjoying a happineſs, they had 
a few days before imagined themſelves 
deprived of for ever. Emily, at 
length, having acquired ſome degree 
of compoſure, deſired Honoria to fit 


by and ſupport her, and calling on 


Mrs. and Miſs Aſhbourn to atteſt the 
truth of what ſhe ſaid, began in the 
following manner. 
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102 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


5 55 4 Surely, Sir William, the errors or 
my youth muſt have been expiated 


by the horror and diſtraction of mind 
I have ſuffered for ſome time paſt ; 
the apprehenſions I felt for your ſafe- 


ty, were ſucceeded by the certainty of 


your death, and that aggravated by 
the heart-rending reflection that it was 
owing to my own folly and impru- 
dence,. and that I ſhould not be the 
only ſufferer, but your dear excellent 
mother be included in the diſtreſs and 


agony, of which I had been the ſole 


cauſe. What Captain Harcourt ſaid to 
you of me I am yet ignorant, and beg 


to remain ſo till you are made acquaint- 


ed with the events of my paſt life, 
(not one of which I ſhall conceal or 


alter) leſt you ſhould think I meant 


to palliate my faults, and frame my 
ſtory according to his accuſations. 
That my errors were owing in great: 


-meaſure to the inſtructions I received, 


and 


nan 103 


and the conſequences of a wrong edu- 
cation, you will not I hope deny; 
yet do not think I mean to exculpate 
myſelf at the expence of thoſe to 
whoſe care I was entruſted, for 
though they did not execute the charge 
with ſtrict propriety, yet I am con- 
vinced it was an honeſt, though miſ- 
taken zeal for my welfare, which in- 
duced them to act in the manner they 
did all but one, whole name I can 
never recollect without deteſtation and 
horror.“ | 


* 


Two or three times in the courſe 
of this ſpeech, Sir William attempted 
to interrupt her, but ſhe prevented 
him: when ſhe pauſed here a moment, 
he entreated her not- to go on till ſhe 
was better, and more capable of the 
exertion ; aſſuring her he was ſatisfied, 
.and wiſhed for no juſtification of a 
conduct, the propriety of which he 
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1404 HONORIA SOMMER VILLE: 


ca... ws —— _—_ 


could not doubt. Huſh, Sir Wil. 
ham, (ſaid ſhe) with a faint ſmile, I 
I fear you will alter your opinion be- 
fore I have concluded my relation; 


yet even that apprehenſion ſhall not 


prevent me from informing you of 
every circumſtance with the ſtricteſt 
veracity, You know I forfeit mv 
eſtate if I marry without my guar- 
dian's conſent before I am of age, 


but you know not the reaſon of that 
reſtriction; a fortunate one however, 


it has been to me, for probably but 


for that, I had now been———no mat- 
ter, my narrative will tell you what. 
To account for this, I muſt inform 


you, that my maternal grandfather poſ- 
ſeft an eſtate of above four thouſand a 


year; he had only two children, both 
girls, to whom at his death, which 


happened when the eldeſt was nineteen 


years old, the other only ſixteen, he 


left it 3 divided. Emilia was 
æ⁊miable 


amiable but ſerious: Caroline, the 
youngeſt, who was my mother, had a 
more volatile turn, and it often re- 
quired the ſtricteſt care of her ſiſter to 
prevent her from falling into thoſe 
little errors incidental to youth and 


independence, and to which her giddy 


and thoughtleſs diſpoſition made her 
more frequently liable. 


« Their mother had been dead me_—_ 
years, and they both relided with a 


diſtant relation, when Mr. Onſlow, 


who from being the younger branch 
of his family had a fortune very in- 
adequate to his birth, ſaw Caroline, 
and too ſoon perſuaded her to liſten 


to his addreſſes; ; without conſulting; 
her ſiſter, or indeed any one elſe, ſhe 


conſented to elope with him, and they 
were married in Scotland. Ah, Sir 
William, how do I bluſh at relating 
this, leſt you ſhould imagine imprudence 
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106 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


was hereditary, They lived . ſeveral 
years in a high, not to ſay. an extra- 
vagant ſtyle, and the manner in which 
my father ſquandered her fortune, 
gave my poor mother but too much 


reaſon to believe, it was his principal 


if not his ſole motive for chuſing her. 
They had ſeveral children, none of 


whom lived a twelvemonth, and my 


mother was very near - lying-in, when 
their creditors, no longer to be ap- 
peaſed by promiſes, ſeized upon every 


thing; my father went abroad, where 


he ſoon after died, and my kind aunt, 
whoſe memory I muſt ever revere, 


took her unfortunate faſter under her- 
protection, and gave her an aſylum. 


in her own houſe, where 1. was born; 
but my unhappy mother, oppreſt by 
calamities which were wholly unex- 


pected, lived but a few. weeks after 


my birth, and dying, recommended 
me to the care of her ſiſter, after 
whom 


* 


n @ vin 1; wy 
whom I had been named; who faith- 
fully promiſed to provide for and ne- 
ver forſake me, and this promiſe ſne 
ſtrictly fulfilled. When the. eſtates: 
were ſold they were found almoſt in- 
ſufficient to pay the creditors, but 
though nothing remained for me, my: 
aunt, fo far from leſſening her affec- 
tion to me, only ſtrove more exactly. 
to adhere to the aſſureance ſhe had gi- 
ven her dying ſiſter. She had no 
children, but had been married ſeveral» 
years to Mr. Bridges, a moſt ꝓorthy 
and amiable man, who inherited a 
ſmall paternal eſtate in Worceſterſhire, 
and who. was nephew to Mr. N 
who is now my A 
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« My uncle lived only three years 
after my reſidence with them, and my 
aunt was ſo deeply afflicted at his 
death, that ſhe ſecretly determined ne- 
ver to enter into a ſecond marriage, 

but 
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but devote her whole time to me, 
who ſhe loved as a daughter, and 
make my education and accompliſh- 
ments her principal ſtudy. And to 

this end, having a natural averſion to 
boarding ſchools, and reſolving her- 
ſelf to form my mind and manners 
aſter her own excellent model, when 
I was five years old ſought for ſome 
' perſon well ſkilled in the French and 
Italian languages, to aſſiſt her in the 
ornamental parts of my education ; and 
was recommended to Madam De 
Tournay as a very proper governeſs in 
every reſpect, and ſhe accordingly en- 
tered on her new as 
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This woman really was not like 
many in her ſtation, of low birth and 
manners: ſne was the widow of 4 
French Officer, and reduced at his 
death to ſeek a livelihood in England; 
educated in a convent, ſhe had none 
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of chat pert familiarity which ſo often 
diſguſt us in her countywomen ; ſhe 
underſtood not only her own, but the 


Italian language grammatically, and was 


miſtreſs of every kind of fine needle 


work. Her converſation was ſenſible, her 


manners were gentle and placid; my 
poor aunt therefore was rejoiced that 
me had not only met with in her a 
governeſs for me, but a companion for 
herſelf. In every other branch of 


education, I had the beſt maſters 
the country afforded, and by the time 


IJ was ſeven years old, had made a 
rapid progreſs in all I applied to. 
But juſt at this period, my kind, my 
benevolent relation, was ſeized with a 
diſorder which, frem its firft attack, 
left her no hope of recovery: how 
did the inſidious, the artful De Tour- 
nay, avail herſelf of this illneſs, to 


make a ſtill greater intereſt in her 
eſteem! and ſhe ſucceeded ; but under 
the 
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the veil of benevolence and ſincerity, 

which deceived my unſuſpecting aunt, 
ſne concealed che vileſt, the moſt in- 
tereſted of hearts. 


80 « My F * ok Rin, 
e the deſerted ſtate in which 
F ſhould be left, and fearing I might 
fall a prey to ſome needy adventurer, 
to whom my fortune might be a 
temptation, reſolved to ſecure me from 
this if poſſible, and yet leave me the 
liberty of choice: and knowing by ex- 
perience that a mind well principled 
and well regulated, is generally at 
twenty - one, capable of making a pro- 
per deciſion, left me me all her eſtate, 
when I arrived at that age if fingle, or 
if married with my guardian's conſent; 
but if married without it, the eſtate 
was to go to a diſtant branch of her 
own family, and I was only to poſ- 
ſeſs an annuity of an hundred a year; 
5 a ſum 


ner nern IT) 


a ; um which at all events would Bech 
me from want. Thus kindly recei- 
ving me from the unhappineſs my 
mother had experienced from a too 
early independence, and yet not leav- 
ing it wholly in my guardian's power 
w make me miſerable for ever, by. | 
refuſing his conſent, when my heart 
might be properly attached. Soon 
after ſhe had ſettled this in her mind, 
and made her will accordingly, think- 
ing ſhe could not exiſt many days. 
longer, the ſent for Mr. Bridges, who 
ſhe begged would undertake the office 
of my gardian, and continue. De 
Tournay as my governeſs, of whom 
ſhe had the higheſt opinion, till my 
education was compleated. This he 
promiſed, and a very ſhort time put 
a period to the exiſtence of my be- 
loved and maternal friend. 
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fible what an inſeparable loſs I had 
ſuſtained, I yet felt it deeply; and 
can well remember the tears I ſhed. 
when I accompanied Mr. Bridges into 
"Devonſhire. He had been a mer- 
chant in London, but having acquired 
a very good fortune, had quitted the 
- buſineſs in favour of his fon, and had 
been ſome. years retired, and lived 
near a ſmall town in that county. 
He is undoubtly a moſt worthy cha- 
racter, as far as honeſty and integrity 
can contribute to render a man ſo, 
who is narrow- minded, illiberal, and 
proud. Vain of their fortune, neither 
himfelf nor his wife would aſſociate 

with any of the inhabitants of D. 
except Mrs. Stapleton, Lady e 8 
aunt, with whom Maria, then Miſs 
Hallifax, reſided; and few of the gen- 
tlemens families round the country 
viſited them, ſo that we * almoſt 
in entire ſolitude. 


« Mifs 
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ec Miſs Hallifax was ſeveral years old- 
er than myſelf, but even at that ear- 

ly period of my life, ſhe conſidered 

me as her companion; the gratitude 

IT at firſt felt for this condeſcenſion, 
ſoon improved into a fincere and 
laſting friendſhip, for an obligation in 

childhood can never be forgotten, 

Maria was the only young perſon with 

whom IT was permitted to aſſociate, 
left, as Mrs. Bridges uſed to tell me, 

I ſhould learn vulgar manners; and as 
© grew older the pleaſure of wiiting 
her was denied me, from the fear of 
my there meeting any of the officers, 

who ſometimes came with her father, 

ſometimes with meſſages from him, 
and perhaps four- or five times a year 

there night uave been a W of 
my wenn them. 
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= My mind, naturally generous, and 
animated from the conſtraint in which 
1 was 
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114 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 

I was kept, ſoon began to entertain a 
ſincere diſlike to my goalers, and this 
in time was heightened by the mean- 


neſs of their principles, and the il- 
liberality of their ſentiments. How of- 


ten have they told me I was greatly 


above all the paltry inhabitants of 


that place, and that I ought to look 
down on them with contempt, inſtead 
of wiſhing for their ſociety? and when 
I expreſt a different opinion, would 
lament that they could not make me 
ſet. a juſt value on myſelf. Indeed 
if I did not, they were perfectly free 


from blame, as they exerted all their 


powers to teach me vanity and pride. 


* When I was about fourteen, we had 
a viſit from Mr. Digby, a firſt cou- 
ſin of my mother and of the ſame 
name, to whom the eſtate would go 
if I were ſo imprudent as to marry 


before I came of age. He was at 


this 


& Nv 0 v x 1. 119 
this time ſeven and thirty, moſt fright- 
fully ugly, and extremely diſagreeable 
in every other reſpect; but my good 


guardian, who thought it a pity the 
eſtate ſhould go out of the family, 


and knowing he had a fancy to become. 


maſter of Caſtle Digby, perſuaded him 
to come into Devonſhire and try his 


influence upon my heart; and a few 


days after his arrival, Mr. Bridges 
| told me to look upon him as my fu- 
ture huſband, This with the ſpirit 


natural to me I inſtantly refuſed, and 


replied © that I was by no means igno- 
rant of the clauſe in my aunt's will, 
which impowered him to refuſe his 


conſent to my marrying till I was of 


age, but did not oblige me to marry 


any one whom he choſe to propoſe to 
me, and that Mr. Digby might be 


certain I ſhould never fix on him.” 
Mr. Bridges was ſurprized at the re- 
ſolution with which I PORE, and 'in 


vain ' 
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vain attempted to alter my determina- 
tion: I was poſitive, and he at laſt 
gave up the point, too ſenſible of the 
truth of my aſſertion, and hoping that 
in time I might regard my couſin 
with more favour. But Mr. Digby 
himſelf, convinced by my behaviour, 
of the averſion which I really felt, 
entertained no hopes of a change in 
my ſentiments; reſolving therefore if 
poſſible to poſſeſs my fortune, which 

was in his eyes of infinitely the moſt 
conſequence, he employed a ſtratagem 
_ fo baſe, that had I not the moſt po- 
ſitive proofs of his artifice, I could 
never have believed it. Though it 
was long after this that it came to 
my knowledge, I had better mention 
it here, as my ftory will be clearer 
and more connected. 5 


« Mr. Digby. was a man of the world, 
and of courſe from frequently meeting 
with 


nn N m 


with bad characters, he could more 
eaſily diſcern the ſpecious veil which 
covers a deceitful and intereſted heart: 
he had not been three weeks in the 
houſe, before he diſcovered, that gold 
| was the idol of De Tournay' S Wor- 
ſhip, and made no ſcruple of diſclo- 
ſing his ſcheme to her, and aſking her 
aſſiſtance, which ſhe readily promiſed 
for the ſake of the reward he offered, 
| which was conſiderable, and not mere- 
| ly ſufficient to ſecure her an inde- 
pendence, but ſupport. her in her own 
© country with eaſe and elegance. He 
ſaw the reſtraint in which I lived, and 
| how little it was ſuited to the natural 
| vivacity of my diſpoſition : he ſaw 
| how ardently my heart panted for li- 
berty, and that it had yet ſeven long 
years of bondage to endure. Found- 
ing his hopes on all this, he required 
of De Tournay to endeavour to move 
my heart in his favour, but if this 
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was unſucceſsful, which he feared it 
would be, then ſhe was to make my 
confinement even ſtricter than it then 
was, and taking advantage of my diſ- 
content, introduce ſome perſon to 
me as a lover, to whom my fortune 
might be an attraction, and who was 
ignorant of the terms on which 1 
was to poſſeſs it. She was to favour 


my elopement with this lover, which 


it was eaſily in her power to contrive, 
without appearing to have any ſhare 
in the ſcheme. 


« Having given her theſe inſtructi. 
ons, he left her to execute them and 
returned to London. But how can 
a perſon place any confidence in thoſe, 
who can betray that already repoſed 


in them? this artful woman, ſenſible | 


that ſhe might make a double adyan- 
tage of me, ceaſed not to inform me 


of the ill qualities and bad diſpoſiti- 


Ol 


„ 
on of the man propoſed me by my 
guardian. I gave implicit belief to all 
ſhe ſaid, and for once, ſhe certainly 
ſpoke truth; perhaps from well know- 
ing that if ſhe kept me from marry- 
ing him, and could ſell me to ano- 
ther, ſhe inſured a double reward. 
But every other part of Mr. Digby's 
inſtructions ſhe ſo faithfully fulfilled, 
that for a twelvemonth I paſt the 
moſt wretched life imaginable ; de- 
barred of my uſual viſits to Miſs 
Hallifax, who was now eighteen, her 
unfortunate lover, Mr. Liſburne, being 
frequently with her, and ſometimes 
accompanied by his brother officers, 
as the regiment was quartered not ma- 
ny miles diſtant, and Mr. Bridges 
thought there was - contagion in a red 
coat ; I ſeldom went out at all, but was 
then far from gueſſing the real reaſon 
of this additional reſtraint. My go- 
verneſs uſed to make frequent com- 

| n 
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*. 


—— to my guardian. of the levity 
of my diſpoſition, and beg I. might 
not have ſo much liberty ; than when 
we were alone, would weep over me 
Iike a crocodile at the unhappy life 1 
led, and wiſh it was in her power to 
aſſiſt me. Thus ſituated, can vou 
wonder that I erred, or that when li- 
berty, and, as I thought, happineſs 
was offered me, by one who had 
been the friend, and was to have 
been the guide of my youth, I re- 
- fuſed not to accept it? But I am 
no coming to that part of my hiſ- 
tory which it is moſt painful to me 
to relate, and am already ſo much 
fatigued, it is not in my power to 
go on. | Do 


« Sir William kiſſing her till burning 
hand, begged her not to think of 


proceeding at any time, for that what 
ſhe 


| ſhe had faid was ſufficient to con- 
vince him ſhe had been unfortunate, 


but not guilty.. 1 Ah, cried ſhe, you 
have yet ſeen me in the beſt light, 
may you continue in the ſame opinion 
when you have heard all, and I ſhall 
be happy!“ Mrs. Aſhbourn then ob- 
ſerving that ſhe was extremely lan- 
guid, defired Sir William to take his 
leave, and perſuaded her to lie down, to 
which ſhe conſented. 


* 


The next morning early W Cla- | 


rendon ſent to enquire for her, and 


heard the agitation of her mind had 


prevented her from ſleeping, but that 
ſhe entreated Sir William would not 
fail of coming at the appointed hour, 
as ſhe ſhould have no peace till ſhe 
had concluded her ſtory. With this 
requeſt he complied, though unwil- 
lingly, from the fear of hurting her ; 
You. IIL — 5 and 
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and accompanied by Honoria, again 
attended the fair penitent, as Mrs, 
Aſhbourn humorouſly called her, 


ms 


CHAP XXVII. 


g's. 


O27 


ON Sir William's entering the 
| chamber, Miſs Onſlow begged to know . 
if ' he ſtill remained unprejudiced a- 
gainſt her, and whether a night's me- 
| ditation had not made her appear in 
| a more unfavourable light than when 
they parted. He aſſured her it was 
quite the reverſe, and this declaration 
| giving her ſpirits, ſhe continued. 


©] was juſt turned of fifteen, when 
the regiment came inco the 
G 2 1 
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town; and without any other idea than 


that of receiving amuſement from the 


_ fight of the ſoldiers, when they march- 


ed by in form, to go to exerciſe, and 
from hearing the drums and muſic, I 
always ran eagerly to the window ; 
this was cenſured by my rigid guar- 
dians, who immediately removed me 
into a parlour that looked only into the 
garden, and determined to fit conſtant- 


ly there till the regiment left D----, 


Such ridiculous and ſtrange precau- 
tions excited in me more reſentment 
than regret, as though not particularly 
grieved at this circumſtance, yet look- 
ing upon it as a forerunner of great- 
er acts of tyranny, it encreaſed my 
diſlike and averſion. 


2. complained to De Tournay, who 
promiſed to make me amends by giv- 
ing me more ſecret liberty. As Mrs. 
Bridges, from her conſtantly taking 
| | = their 
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their fide of the queſtion, placed 


| the moſt entire dependance on her, 


ſhe eaſily perſuaded them to let me 
walk ſometimes beyond the limits ,of 
the garden which had lately been my 
bounds. They conſented, not having 
an idea that ſhe could deceive them. 
The firſt time we took the benefit of 
this indulgence, we paſſed ſeveral of 
the officers, all of whom regarded us 
in a N particular manner. De 
Tournay, I then thought accidentaliy, 
dropped her 8 Captain 


Harcourt, who was looking after us, 


ran back to pick it up and reſtore it 
to her; this of courfe introduced 


ſome converſation: he joined us, and 


walked a little way, was extremely 


polite to her, and gallant to me: he 


paid me a thouſand compliments, 
which I ſcarcely underſtood; I knew 
however he tried to pleaſe. me, and 
was conſcious his deſign was not un- 

G 3: ſucceſsful. 
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ſucceſsful. We were then returning 
home, and the fight of the houſe filled 
me with alarm I could not conceal. 
« O! Sir, (cried I) you muft leave 
us, indeed you muſt, or we ſhall be 
both locked up.” © What do you 
mean, my charming young lady ?” (re- 
plied he). Why (interrupted my 
governefs) this poor child is kept like 
a priſoner in the Baſtile by her guar- 
dian, who is afraid, as ſhe has a vaſt 
fortune, that ſomebody will attempt her 
releaſe.” * Ah! (exclaimed he) was 
tnat happy enterprize but reſerved for 
rae!” „Tou muſt not now ſtay with 
us any longer (added ſhe), but if you 
with to know more, at ſeven o'clock 
this evening I ſhall be at the ſtation- 
er's, but do not, I beſeech you, men- 
tion to any one that you have met 
us ;” he promiſed, and departed. 


« We 


r 
ce We arrived at home. I had ne- 
ver ſeen before ſo handſome, ſo polite, 
fo elegant a man as this young offi- 
cer; theſe were my ſentiments at leaſt 
then---the ſentiments of fifteen. To 
confeſs the truth he was conſtantly in 
my thoughts, and this De Tournay 
eaſily perceived, for I was a novice 
in deceit. We walked frequently, and 
generally met him; I fancied myſelf 
attached to him, and he undoubtedly 
appeared ſo to me. My governeſs 
had informed him of the peculiarity 


of my ſituation, mentioned her grief 


at the total ſecluſion in which J lived, 
but ſaid not a word of the clauſe in 
my aunt's will. This encouraged him 
to declare a paſſion for me, which 
he - ſolicited her to. intereſt herſelf in; 


ſhe promiſed to favour his pretences 


if he would ſtrictly conceal them from 
all his friends, fearing, as ſhe faid, a 
diſcovery which would inevitably ruin 


ä her: 
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her: ſhe did fear a diſcovery, but it 
was that he would hear on what terms 
only I inherited my eſtate. In ſhort, 
for let me not dwell on a ſubject ſo 
peculiarly painful to me; in a few 
weeks De Tournay, by working on 
my mind in the moſt artful manner, 
by alternately painting the pleaſures 
I ſhould find in the world, and aſſur- 
ing me if I did not contrive ſome 
way to avoid it, I ſhould certain- 
ly be facrificed to Mr. Digby, who 
ſhe declared was coming ſhortly to 
2 for that purpoſe, perſuaded 
me to elope with Captain Harcourt. 
More terrified at her information, than 
induced by the expectation of re- 
ceiving any pleaſure from an inter- 
courſe with the world, I at laſt gave 
an unwilling conſent, hoping at leaſt 
for liberty, and fancying in that eve- 
ry happineſs was included; at the 

| ſame 
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fame time prepoſſeſſed in the favor 
of the man to whom I was on the 
point of reſigning myſelf, yet, ſhocked 
at the ſtep I was going to take, I 
heſitated ſeveral hours, till De Tour- 


nay, telling me I muſt decide imme 


diately, I haſtily ſeized a pen, and 
wrote a few lines to ſay © I would be 
ready at the appointed hour.” When 
this was difpatched, ihe allowed 
me no time for reflection, but haf- 
tened me to pack up the few. 
things neceſſary for me to take; but: 
to avoid herſelf incurring any ſuſpi- 
. cion of being an accomplice, ſhe pre- 
' tended. at dinner to have a violent: 
head-ach and cold chills, and imme- 
diately went to bed. As ſoon as it 
grew dark, according to the pro- 
poſed plan, I begged leave to go and 
fit with her, till I went to bed my- 
felf; this was directly granted, and as 


. ſaid, 
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I faid, that ſhe might be no more diſa 
turbed, I deſired I might take up her 
Whey. When I entered her chamber, 


I., trembled fo violently, that ſhe fear- 


ed I ſhould not have ſpirit to exe- 
cute the plan ; however ſhe did all 
in her power to encourage me, and 
as my flight would not be known till 
the morning, ſhe enſured me from 
being overtaken, even if a purſuit was 
begun: I muſt here obſerve, I ſlept 
alone in a room within her's, ſo that 
it was eaſy for her to ſay the next 
day, © that when I brought up the 
whey, I told her I could not be ſpared 
immediately, but that I would come 


to bed very ſoftly for fear of diſturb- 
ing her, and that not awaking herſelf WM 


till the middle of the night, ſhe con- 
cluded I was ſafe in my chamber.” 
Taking an affectionate leave of this 
vile woman, I ſtole down ſtairs, and 
opening the door to the garden, ran 
breathleſs 


JV 
breathleſs with terror down the gravel 
walk, leading to the gate, which Cap- 
tain Harcourt had opened, and was wait- 
ing with a poſt chaiſe and four, into 
which he lifted me, and we drove off 
with the utmoſt expedition. He ſaw 
the agitation of my mind, and ſoothed 
it with tenderneſs ; at length my ter- 
. ror ſubſided, and the joy I felt 


at my eſcape, overcame every. other 
ſenſation. 


We travelled many hours without 
ſtopping to change horſes, when think - 
ing we were in no danger of a pur- 
ſuit, I conſented to ſtay at the inn at 

to breakfaſt. Whilſt I was 

pouring out the tea, I ſaw a man on 
horſeback ride furiouſly into the inn- 
yard and enquire for Captain Har- 
court: dreadfully frightened, I had 
ſcarcely ſtrength to deſire him to let 


me 
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me know. the meaning of this meſſage 
directly: he left the room, and when. 


he returned, vexation and embarrafl- 
ment were ſo viſible in his counte- 


nance, that my heart again ſunk with 
apprehenſion ; but. with a forced ſmile 


he aſſured me it was nothing but an 


expreſs from one of his brother offi- 
cers. reſpecting regimental buſineſs, 
and to convince me of this, folded it 


down, and ſhewed me the name, Ed- 


ward: Johnſton, and then went to or- 


der, as he ſaid, the carriage that mo- 


ment. 


« I fat ſome time very quietly ; at 
laſt wondering I had no ſummons to 


attend him, T rang the bell, and aſk- 
ed if the chaiſe was ready, and. 


where the gentleman. was? the waiter | 


promiſed. to enquire, but not return- 


Ing, I grew ſeriouſly uneaſy, and went 
out myſelf to demand the reafon, 
when. I met the landlady entering. 


Upon 


n is nd 


Upon my repeating the queſtion, ſhe re- 
plied with extreme ſurprize, that the 
gentleman was gone, and ſhe thought 
J knew it. Gone! where?” cried I 
in an agony. © Indeed, Miſs, (faid 
ſhe) I do not know: he ordered the 
chaiſe to drive a little way from the 
houſe, and then following, ſtepped -in, 
after paying the bill, and I ſuppoſed 
you were going another way.” I 
ſcarcely heard the latter part of this 
ſpeech, but burſt into tears, and ſaid, 
if they would tell me which way he 
was gone, I would purfue him; and 
actually ran out of the parlour : but 
the landlady catching hold of my 
gown, prevented me from executing, 
this mad ſcheme. At this moment 
the oftler came up with a letter in 
his hand, which he gave his miſtreſs, 
and ſaid, it was dropped by the gen- 
tleman when he ordered the chaiſe, 
Inſtantly knowing it to be the fame 

2 8 N he 
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had ſhewn me the Site 0, I 
ſnatched it from her, hoping it would 
develope the reaſon of his leaving 
me in this barbarous and unaccount- 
able manner. It did give me 
reaſon indeed, but how was my ago- 
ny and horror encreaſed, by knowing 
the truth!” Emily then, took out a 
copy of this letter and read, | 


« To Captain HarcouRrT. 


« Hap you ſooner informed me of 
your intentions, I might have ſaved 
you a uſeleſs and expenſive journey. 
I received your letter but this mo- 
ment. I am juſt returned from Mrs, 
Stapleton's, where I was aſſured, and 
you may believe from the beſt 
authority, that Miſs Onſlow will not 
have a ſingle ſhilling of her fortune 
if ſhe marries without her guardian's 
conſent, and that you can never hope 
to 


IR ⏑ Ü 


to obtain, as it is promiſed to Mr. 

Digby. You have been deceived and 

betrayed, and muſt therefore deceive in 

your turn, I cannot ſuppoſe you feel 

any thing like a paſſion for ſuch a 
mere filly child, and therefore can 

have no regret at leaving her. If 
this reaches you before it is too late, 
take the firſt opportunity of convincing. 
her and all the world, that you are a 

man of too rauch ſenſe to be the 

dupe of fuch a ſpecious artifice, 


* 


c Epwakp Jonxsrox.“ 


« When J had finiſhed reading it, 
rage, mortification, ſhame and diſap- 
pointment, choaked my utterance and 
. ſuſpended my tears. I fell breathleſs 
into the good woman's arms, who pi- 
tied my agitation, though inſenſible 
of the cauſe. When ſpeech and re- 
collection were again lent me, I 
N | | told 
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told her the ſituation I was left in, 
and my reaſons for quitting my 
home; and ſhe perſuaded. me either 
to purſue the vile wretch who had 
thus inhumanly abandoned me, or re- 
turn to my friends. The latter ſtep 
would undoubtedly have been the 
propereſt, but my ſhame prevented 
me from following it, and againſt the 
other, my pride revolted. I could re- 
ſolve on nothing, though to induce me 
ſhe promiſed I ſhould have a poſt 
Chaiſe of her's to convey me entirely 
to D——;, and might pay for it 
another time, or juſt when it ſuited 
me. This offer, kind as it was, I 
could not- accept, and felt at that mo- 
ment as if I would rather die than 
go back into Devonſhire, where, if I 
had experienced unkind treatment when 
I did not deſerve it, what could 1 
expect when my conduct had proved. 
the reſtraint they impoſed was neceſſary, 
though it had been ineffectual? 


« Whilſt 


VVV 
ee Whilſt wavering in this manner, a 
coach and four with three ladies and 
a gentleman in it, drove into the inn 
yard, and the landlady left me to at- 
tend them. In a few minutes ſhe 


re- entered the room followed by Mrs. 


 Aſhbourn, for it was her, to whom 
on her alighting ſhe had repeated my 
fad ſtory, and begged ſhe would 
add her advice to ſtrengthen that 
which ſhe had already given me. I 
was fitting with my head on my fold- 
ed arms on a table drowned in tears, 
when the noiſe of opening the door 
made me look up: the benevolence 
of Mrs. Aſhbourn's countenance, [par- 
don me, madam, for reciting your prai- 
ſes in your preſence, but without 


them my narrative would be incom- 


plete] immediately engaged my atten- 
tion, and I looked up to her as the 
guardian angel who was to fave me 


From: the deep diſtreſs into which my 
imprudence 


\ 
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imprudence had plunged me, and point 
out a way for my eſcape from the 
"evils which ſurrounded me. She ap- 
proached me, and taking my hand, 
tenderly begged me not to afflict my- 
ſelf thus deeply, but rather rejoice at 
the fortunate accident, which by ſhew- 
ing me the real character of the man 
I had choſen, ſhould convince me of 
the happineſs of being releaſed from 
him. I made no anſwer, my heart 
was too much oppreſt to ſuffer me 
to ſpeak, but I held out the letter 
which had informed me of the truth. 

She read it, and when ſhe had con- 
cluded, exclaimed, <©« Miſs Onſlow, 
why, are you Emily Onſlow, the little 
girl I have ſo often ſeen ar Caſtle 
Digby ?” I looked up, but could not 
after ſo long an abſence have the 
lighteſt recollection of her perſon, but 
convinced by her manner ſhe had 

known me, I inſtantly aſſured her J 
| 9 N was 


A n ⏑— * * am 
was Mrs. Bridges' niece, and had been, 
till ſeven years old, an inhabitant of 
the place ſhe mentioned. When ſhe 
told me her name it ſeemed familiar 
to me, and when ſhe introduced her 
daughters as my former companions 
and playfellows, I would have flown 
to embrace them, but was reſtrained 
by a conſciouſneſs that I was wy 
unworthy of their notice. 


« To dwell no longer on this conver- 
ſation, and - ſhorten my narrative as 
much as poſſible, I will only inform 
you, that my dear Mrs. Afſhbourn, af- 
ter offering to take me back to my 
guardian herſelf, but finding me ex- 
tremely averſe, deſired I would accom- 
pany her to London, from whence 
Mr. Aſhbourn ſhould write to Mr. 
Bridges and let him know the par- 
ticulars of my elopement, and inter- 
cede with him for his pardon of a ſtep, 
n 
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which his ſeverities and De Tournay's 
perſuaſions, had rendered more excu- 
fable. To this I joyfully conſented ; 
and on our arrival in town Mr Afſh- 
bourn wrote to the above purpoſe, 
and added, at Mrs. Aſhbourn's requeſt, 
that as it was my earneſt deſire not to 
return into Devonſhire if he would 
permit me to remain with them du- 
ring my minority, they would take 
every care of my education and mo- 
rals, that Mr. Bridges could wiſh. 
In anſwer to this, my guardian thanked 
Mr. Aſhbourn for his kind offer, which 
he gladly accepted, ſaying it would 
releaſe him from a troubleſome and 

diſagreeable charge; he added that . 
ſuſpecting from his letter ſome dupli- 
city in De Tournay's conduct, he had 
charged her with it, and that after 
heſitating ſome time ſhe at laſt, ter- 
rified at his threats, confeſt what 1 
before mentioned reſpecting Mr. Dig- 
EZ, 8 | by ; 
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by; and that Captain Harcourt had 
already given her two hundred pounds, 
and had promiſed her a farther recom- 
pence, but hearing that her ſchemes 
had proved ineffectual, and fearing he 
would return and demand his money, 
| ſhe, unknown to the family, departed 
early in the morning, a day or two 
after ſhe had received this intelligence; 
leaving a letter behind to explain her 
reaſons. Mr. Bridges acknowledged 
that her conduct leſſened the atrocity 
of mine, but that nothing could wholly 
excuſe it; and concluded with hoping 
that I ſhould not repay Mrs. Aſhbourn' 5 
en as I had done theirs. 


Mrs. Aſhbourn's behaviour was in- 
deed fo different from what I had 
experienced ſince the death of my 
aunt, that my heart and mind ſee- 
med wholly altered. Indulgent to 
my foibles, I never wiſhed to conceal 
them 
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them from her, nor had I an idea that 
I would not freely have expoſed to her, 
during the time I have been her 
grateful ward. If I have any me- 
rit, to her precepts and example I am 
indebted ; ſhe: has fixed my principles, 
formed my mind, and every good 
ſentiment I poſſeſs is owing to her. 
“ Huſh, my dear girl, (cried Mrs. Aſh- 
bourn) or I muſt leave the room.” 
cc Pardon, dear madam, (continued E- 
mily) the involuntary effuſions of my 
heart, but I will take care. Indeed 
I have now almoſt concluded; I 
muſt however add, Sir William, that I 
have often thought of mentioning this 
to you, but conſidering the period 
which would make it neceſſary, yet 
at a great diſtance, I always put off 
the evil day, little thinking how dear-. 
ly I ſhould repent my concealment. 
Since my leaving Devonſhire I have ne- 
ver revilited it, but have frequently ſeen 

my 


— 
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my guardian in London. Tou, my 


Particular, but 1 was fearful of loſing 
your good opinion. Janſwered her 
| truly that 7 had not ſeen him ſince, 


| Ppoſite fide of the room, he directly 
rolled over, and addrefieg me with 
evident marks of f urprize, but with 


© ppineſs at gain meeting me, after 
lo long a ſeparation. I was, as you 
may believe, extremely confuſed, and 
imoſt ſtruck dumb at his confidence 
In daring to ſpeak to me after what 
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had paſſed ; but endeavouring to recol- 
le& myſelf, I replied with the moſt 
frigid coldneſs, and attempted to 
leave him; but he ſeized my hand, 
and in the univerſal confuſion the room 
was then in, he could, without being 
obſerved, endeavour to apologize for 
his former behaviour: he made ſome 
of the moſt ridiculous excuſes poſlible, 
framed only at the moment, for I be- 
lieve he had not the leaſt idea I was 
at Bath; ſaid he was ſent for expreſs 
to a dving relation, and on his re- 
turning to inform me of it, was taken 
by ſome bailiffs who lay in wait for 
him; that when he was releaſed, he 
found I had wholly left Devonſhire, 
and knew not where to enquire for 
me; that his regiment was then or- 
dered abroad, and he had not been | 
now in England above two months, 
all which time he had ſpent in ſeek- 
ing me. © I am fo far, Captain 

| | Harcoutt, 
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Harcourt, (J replied), . from requiring 
an apology for your conduct, that 1 
think myſelf highly obliged to you for 
preſerving me from miſery and ruin; 
both which muſt have been the conſe- 
quence of our marriage.” At that 
moment, Sir William, you came up 
with Miſs Wentworth, and prevented 
my ſaying more, and during the re- 
mainder of the evening he only found 
an opportunity to tell me, he ſhould 
wait on me the next day to give me 
| a farther explanation, and "I begged 
; he would not take the trouble, as he 
moſt certainly would not be admitted. 
I was uneaſy and reſtleſs the whole 
evening, though I ſcarcely knew why, 
for I did not then imagine he would 
perſecute me again. I told Mrs. Aſh- 
bourn on our return: ſhe promiſed 
me if he dared call, to ſee him her- 
ſelf; but this I fancy he was afraid 
of, for the next morning when he 
6 HE 1 
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rapped, at the door, he refuſed to 
Walk in, hearing I was not at home. 
He then followed me to the pump 
room, and ſeating himſelf by my 
ſide, began the ſame ſubject, till 1 
informed him I had poſſeſſion of Mr. 
| Johnſton's letter, and was not unac- 
quainted with his treaty with De Tour- 

nay. This intelligence at firſt diſ- 
concerted him, but recovering him- 
ſelf, he told me with the utmoſt inſo- 
lence, if I did not- liſten to his pro- 
poſals, he would apply to Sir Wil- 
iam, whoſe, attachment to me he was 
not ignorant of, and make him ſen- 
ſible of the priority of his claim, 
and that he would maintain his cauſe 
with his laſt breath. 5 Dreadfully terri- 
fied” at this menace, and being cer- 
tain if he met you, a duel muſt en- 
ſue, I was endeayouting to reply in 
ſuch a manner, as to put him for 
ſame time into a better humour, yet | 
1 42 without 
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without encouraging hopes I never 
meant to fulfil; this was ſo difficult 
that I was ſtill filent when you en- 
tered, and he roſe directly to put, as 
I thought, his purpoſe in execution. 
The idea deprived me at once of 
reaſon, and as Fanny has ſince told 
me, I ſeized his arm : what followed 
you know. If, Sir William, your ſuſ- 

picions are not yet leſſened, I for- 
give you; undoubtedly appearances 
were ſtrongly againſt me; yet believe 
me the idea of dying unjuſtified in 


your opinion, will add many pangs to | 


thoſe | I ſhall: perhaps ſhortly ſuffer. 


my faults, follies and misfortunes, 


your doubts are removed ; conſcious 
of the rectitude of my heart, glorying 
in its attachment to you, and ſatisfied 


with your approbation, I ſhall die in 


peace.“ 
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The length of her narrative, but parti- 
cularly the energy with which ſhe. 
ſpoke her laſt addreſs, had fo exhauſt- 
ed her, that ſhe leaned back in her 
chair and almoſt fainted :. but long 
before ſhe had concluded, Sir Wil- 

liam threw himſelf at her feet, and 
with all his rhetoric endeavoured to 
convince her he was perfectly ſatis- 
fied, and had not a wiſh left but for 
the perfe& reſtoration of her health. 
When ſhe recovered, this repeated 
aſſertion appeared to give her uncom- 
mon pleaſure, but Mrs. Aſhbourn, 
perceiving that ſhe was faint and lan- 
guid, would not permit her to ſpeak, 
but declared the firſt word ſhe ut- 
tered, Sir William ſhould leave her. 
This reſolution ſhe heard with a 
ſmile, and put her hand on her 
mouth in token of obedience, nor 
did ſhe once break through the re- 
ſtraint impoſed on her. He ſat about 


A half 
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half an hour converſing with the reſt 


of the party on the ſubject which had 
ſo long engroſſed their attention, and 
often, though hopeleſs of an anſwer, ad- 
dreſſed her; till Honoria, whoſe prudence 
was not- loſt in her affection, told him 


it was time to retire : he took the hint, 
tho' very unwillingly, left Emily, and 


returned to his mother, who was ex- 


tremely ar.xious to hear the concluſion 


of the ſtory, actuated not merely by 
curioſity, but by an earneſt defire to 
know how far Captain Harcourt's re- 
port had its foundation in truth, well 
knowing her ſon's future happineſs 
depended on Emily's juſtification. She 
was perfectly ſatisfied with the recital; 
convinced her errors proceeded more 
from the conduct of thoſe around her, 
than from any fault in her own diſ- 
poſition: and thinking it in fact a 
fortunate circumſtance, from its throw- 
ing her on the protection of ſo ami- 
1 aul 
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1 able à woman as Mrs. Aſhbourn, 
ll from whom ſhe had undoubtedly ac- 
| gquired thoſe excellent qualities, which 
| notwithſtanding the natural goodneſs of 
1 ber heart, might have never appeared 
under the tuition of a woman like De 
Tournay, and the inſpection of minds 
| ſo Mliberal as Mr. and Mrs. n 
Ane poſſeſſed, | 


0 
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FRoM this time both Sir William 
and Miſs Onſlow daily regained 
ſtrength, and Emily could no lon- 
ger fancy herſelf in a decline, an idea 
which had for ſome time taken ee 
ſeſſion of her mind, but which 
alteration in her countenance had now 
rendered ridiculous. 


Puiing thei \illnefs, Ebbe tin 


her time had been fully engroſſed, 
had not forgotten the Lamberts, far 
H4 . though 
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though not in her power to viſit, ſhe 
had often ſent to enquire for them, and 
received the moſt ſatisfactory anſwers : : 
but the firſt morning ſhe had leiſure, 
ſhe called in Weſtgate-ftreet, and found 
they were to leave Bath in a few 
days. Mrs. Lambert was entirely re- 
covered, and returned her the moſt 
grateful thanks for her kind atten- 


tions. Honoria was ſorry that it was 


not in her power to do more for 


them, but determined to vrite by 
them to Miſs Melmoth, whoſe liberal 
heart and large fortune enabled her to 
aſliſt them. Full of her purpoſe, ſhe 
returned home, and directly began her 
letter, giving her friend an account of 


all that had paſſed reſpecting Mits 
Onſlow, and mentioning the Lamberts 
with peculiar regard, informing her 


of the part Colonel Effingham had in 


their hiſtory, but dwelling as ſlightly 
as poſſible on his liberality ; and ad- 
ral 4 gs Jed 


„%%% 153 
ded © that ſhe had herſelf once ſeen 
him at a diſtance. This letter, with a 
very polite and affectionate note the 
ſent to Mrs. Lambert, requeſting ſhe 
would if poſſible let one of her grand- 
daughters deliver into Miſs Melmoth's 


own hands, which the old N aitk⸗ 
fully promiſed. FO 


Honoria's mind now relieved from 
the anxieties which had lately wholly 
taken it up, had leiſure to think of 
| herſelf, and began to grow extremely 
uneaſy. at not hearing from Lady 


Euſtace; as ſeveral months had by 


this time elapſed fince there had been 
a poſſibility of receiving | letters. 
Tormented by a thouſand reflections, 
which embittered the happineſs 'ſhe 


would otherwiſe have experienced from 


the friendſhip and attention of thoſe 


around her, ſhe ſometimes imagined 


R Euſtace was dead, at others, 
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ill and incapable of Writing, and once, 


hut only once, chat ſurrounded by the 


pleaſures and magnificence of the Eaſt, 


ſhe had forgotten her humble but 


ſincere friend in England ; when her 


thoughts - were again called from her 
own, ſituation, by a new and unex- 


pected misfortune that befell her kind 


protectreſs, Lady Clarendon, and in- 
volyed her in che n affliction. 


oc iy 


One morning when Honogia was 


going to the Pump room. earlier chan 
uſual, ſhe was ſurprized on paſſing 


by Miſs Clarendon's chamber, to ſee 
the door open, as Louiſa was ſeldom 
dreſt at that hour. Finding that ſhe 


was, not at home, ſhe expected to 


meet her, but was diſappointed : ſhe 


appeared not at breakfaſt, and when 
it was over, at Lady Clarendon's de- 
fire Honeria enquired for her at Mrs. 


Aſhbourn' 85 Mrs. Betterton's, and at 


: T7 ſeveral | 


. / ̃⁵ TTT as 


ALPS 1190-0 News Wt. 


ſeveral other houſes where ſne was in- 
timate, but could hear nothing of her. 


The whole day paſſed without any 


news, and they then could not but i- 


magine | ſhe was cloped with ſome 


perſon, but who they could form no 
| idea, as they had not ' obſerved any 


to authorize them to ſuppoſe he was: 
the companion of her flight. Tos 
ſend after her was vain, as they could: 
not even gueſs which. way ſhe was 
gone. Her drawers were ſtrictly ſear- 
ched, but no letter or memorandum 
was found to throw any light upon 
this" ſtrange affair; when the following, 
afternoon the myſtery was at once: 
developed by the miſtreſs of the 
houſe where Mrs. Aſhbourn lodged. 


She had been two or three days. at 
Briſtol, having been ſent. for by a ſiſ- 
on her return, after 


ter Who, was ill: 
apologizing to Mrs. Aſhbourn: for the 
| liberty), 
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| liberty,” ſhe begged to know if Miſs 

 Elarendon was ſtill at Bath. The affair 
was then ſo well known, that Mrs. 
Aſnbourn ſcrupled not ſaying ſhe left 
Bath the morning before, but that no 
one knew or could gueſs where or with 


and ſo they thought at firſt he was a- 
| | fraid 
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whom ſhe was gone. Mrs, Woodward 


to 25 her that e which 
ſhe was ſure it would concern all the 
family to hear. Mrs. Aſhbourn a- 


larmed, ned her to be 8 and 
te continued. | Bo 


oth „My brother-in-law, TU? lives 
in a narrow and rather retired ſtreet 


in Briſtol, where he ſometimes letts 
lodgings. A few weeks ago a gentle- 


man came to take them, who appear- 
ed to be afraid of ſomething, but they 
could not tell what; he had a fervant 


with him who was very cloſe indeed, 


fd - as a ht. tant. EY a. 2 


fraid of the bailiffs as 1 never went out 
at all for a fortnight, and afterwards 
only when twas dark; but then they 
thought if that had been the caſe, he 
would not have kept ſo ſug on Sun- 
days: however, as he paid them well, 
to be ſure *twas none of their buſineſs 


who or what he was. So when I went 


over, and my fiſter tells me this; 
thinks I, I will have a peep at him; 
fo I watched him out, and when I 


ſaw him 1 thought, though I could 
not be certain, that it was that very 


gentleman who came here one morning 
after Miſs - Onflaw, and afterwards 
fought with Sir William; and upon 


talking to my ſiſter I was more ſure, 


for I found he began to go abroad 
about the time Sw William was de- 
(ted out -of __ 


. bene had hickento Wait- 


« the end of this long harangue with 


a great deal of patience, well know- 
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1 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: | 


ing an attempt to haſten her to the 


point, would only lengthen it, but 
hearing that Captain Harcourt was 
the perſon ſhe was ſpeaking of, her 
_ aſtoniſhment compelled her to break 
- Mence, and ſhe exclaimed, „ Surely 
it is impoffible! that abandond girl 


could not go off with a man who 


had ſo nearly taken her brother's life? 
„l tell you all I know, madam, 
(returned Mrs. Woodward) Yeſterday 
morning as I was getting up, I ſaw a 


chaiſe ſtand at the bor, and calling 
one of my nieces, a girl about four- 
teen, I aſked her who it was waiting 
for, and ſhe told me, Mr. Harding, 


for that was the name the gentleman 
went by, who was Soing away. 
Why (ſays I) I never heard he was 
going laſt night.” No, (ſays ſhe) 
aunt, tis all a ſudden: thing, but there's 
a ſine young lady come to fetch him, 
fo he en father as faſt as 

he 
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ſoon.” So, ma' am, upon this, you 
muſt needs think my curiolity Was 
raifed, and I went down into the ſhop, 
and looking through the window in- 
to the chaiſe, I could almoſt have 


worn it was Miſs Clarendon, though 


did not fee her face, becauſe ſhe 
had a crape veil over her hat; bur 


Z the had on a dark blue great coat, and 


2 white beaver hat, with purple ribbons, 
and à canary. muff; and that you 
know, madam, was juſt as ſhe uſed. to 
dreſs in the morning at the Pump 
room. I did not ſay any thing to 
my ſiſter that I knew the lady, _ 


preſently. Captain Harcourt | got in, 


aud they drove off E faſt as pollt- 


4 


This tle extremely afflicted 


Mrs. Aſhbourn, as ſhe knew it would 
deeply wound Lady — to hear 


that 
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160 HONORIA SOMMERVELLE: 


that her daughter was gone off with 
one, who might almoſt have been 


conſidered as her brother's murderer. 
Neither Dorothea or Fanny were fur- 


_ prized, and only grieved on her lady- 


ſhip's account, as they had long ſeen 


and deteſted Louiſa's character, and 
doubted not but her union with Cap- 


tain Harcourt would in time be her 


puniſhment. His motive was evi- 
dent; the had thirty thoufands pounds 
independent of her mother, a fortune 
that was left her by an uncle; and 
diſappointed in his deſigns upon Emi- 

ly, whoſe two thouſand a year would 

have ftill better pleaſed him, it was 
not to be wondered at, that he re 
newed thoſe addreſſes to Miſs Chren- 
don, which commenced at Northamp- 


ton. They immediately ſent to Sir Wil- 


lam, and informed him, begged he 
would break it to Lady Clarendon, 
but his rage was ſo violent, that he 
ER - | | e 
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was wholly unit for the taſk, which 
at laſt Honoria undertook. 


* 


with an agony of tears, at this additi- 


onal inſtance of the depravity of her 
child; ſhe fell on Honoria's neck, and 


fondly embracing her, intreated her to 
ſupply the place of her loſt and un- 


done Louiſa, whom ſhe ardently hoped 
never again to ſee: this wiſh, though 
expreſt in the firſt bitterneſs of grief 
and reſentment, ſtruck Honoria as in- 
conſiſtent with the general mildneſs of 
her character; but truly ſympathizing 
in her grief, ſhe dropped on her knees, 


and in the moſt. affectionate manner 


declared whilſt her Ladyſhip would 


afford her protection, ſhe would never 


quit her. Lady Clarendon, ſoothed 


by her attentions, at length grew calm, 


and when Sir William entered the 


room, him by his duty and 


affection 


IT ady Clarendon received this account 
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1b HONORTA SOMMERVILLE: 


affection to her, never to ſeek revenge 
on the man who had o much injured 
them. ou have once met him, 


{added ſhe) though on a different oc- 


caſion; your life had nearly been the 


facrifice; riſque it not again, I be- 


ſeech you; the unworthy girl de- 
ſerves not your attention, and believe 
me, the moment you attempt to meet 
him, will be the laſt of my exiſtence, 
for I could not ſurvive even the appre- 
henſion of your danger. Sir William, 
greatly affected at this ſolemn adjura- 
tion, promiſed faithfully his compli- 


ance with every thing ſhe requeſted, 


and ſaid he would endeavour to for- 
get a. . and; mn ſiſter. 


This affvir EP its voting wen 1 
canvaſſed at all the public and private 


parties, determined them to leave 
mah. ſoon as Emily's health would 
Permit her to undertake the journey; 
N — * | | x and 
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and in leſs than a 1 from Miſs 
a Clarendoi s. elopement, the whole par- 
ty arrived in London; Lady Claren- 
don and her family in Harley-ſtreet, 
and $4 Mr 84 Aſhbourn in Portman 
WW 


The morning after their arrival, 
Miſs. Onſlow came to Honoria to 
communicate to her the contents of 
two letters which ſhe found had been 
ſome time laying for her. The firſt 
which claimed her attention was a 
foreign one, the direction in Lady 
Egerton's hand, and the ſeal black: 
it informed her of the death of Sir 
William, which was cauſed by the fol- 
lowing circumſtance. On their firſt 
coming to Paris, whilſt Sir William 
waited there ſome time on buſineſs, 
before he put his ſcheme in execution 
of placing his Lady in a convent, 
he was introduced to a French Officer 
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of diſtincton, who with the gallantry 


peculiar to his nation, paid Lady E- 


gerton a thouſand compliments, which 


in the ſtate Sir William's mind was 
then in, gave him unuſual pain, and 


he haſtened the time of their departure 
as much as poſſible, not chuſing by 
_ . confining her more ſtrictly during their 
ſtay, to give any ſuſpicion. of the na- 


tural turn of his diſpoſition. He 
took her to a convent in one of the 
ſouthern provinces, where he left her, 
and taking a ſhort tour, returned to 
Hee her once more before he quitted 
the kingdom. Going towards the 
place of her retreat, he was alarmed 


and ſurprized to meet the Officer 


'whoſe aſſiduities had ſo. tormented him, 
juſt coming from it, and with his uſu- 
al inſolence of manner aſked him 
. whom, he. had been viſiting there? The 
Officer told him it was a queſtion he had 
no right. to make, and to which he 


10 | | certainly 
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certainly ſhould not reply; but irri- 
tated at his impertinence, demanded 
inſtant ſatisfaction. They were both 
armed, and they fought immedaately, 
and Sir William was deeply, though not 
dangerouſly, wounded. He was remo- 
ved to a private houſe, where Lady 
Egerton, whom he ſent for out of the 
convent, attended him. The wound 
would *quickly have been healed but 
for the agitation of his mind, which 
threw him into a fever. He had 
however the ſatisfaction of knowing 
his ſuſpicions were wholly without foun- 
dation, The Officer who was entire- 
ly ignorant where Lady Egerton was, 
had been to viſit a fiſter, the irregu- 
larity of whoſe conduct had induced 
her parents to confine her, her brother 
ſometimes came to ſee her, and pay 
the Lady Abbeſs for her board. It 
was returning from her, he unfortunate- 
15 met r William, and ſuppoſing his 


queſtion 
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queſtion to ariſe from having heard 


the hiſtory of his ſiſter, was more es- 
ſily offended, and reſented it with a 
warmth | inconſiſtent with his general 
character. But when he learned it 
was jealouſy; to clear the lady's honor 
from the ſlighteſt imputation, he ge- 
nerouſly declared the whole circumſtance, 


chuſing rather to expoſe the misfortunes of 


his family, than ſuffer an innocent wo- 
man to lie under condemnation. 


The conſequence of this was, that 


Sir William, weakened by his fever, 
and tormented by the recollection that 


from the natural impetuoſity of his tem- 
per he had drawn every evil of his paſt 


life upon himſelf, grew daily worſe, 


and after languiſhing fome time, expi- 
red in Lady Egerton's arms, who, 
though ſhe ſtill lamented, had long 
truly forgiven the death of her unfortu- 


tent, 


nate lover. He died a ſincere peni- 


a 50; YT: Aw; Wo 


tent, and made her every atonement 
in his power, by leaving her in additi- 
on to her jointure, which was con- 
ſiderable, all the ready money he poſſeſt; 
the eſtate, as he had no children, being 
entailed upon a diſtant branch of his 
n | 


of al theſe circumſtances Lady 


Egerton informed her friend, and ad- 


ded it was her intention to quit 
France as ſoon as poſſible,., and ſpend 


the firſt year of her widowhood with 


her aunt Stapleton, in Devonſhire; 


after which ſhe would fix her reſi- 
dence. near whatever ſpot Emily was 


ſettled on; for no ſtranger: to her en- 


gagement to Sir William, ſhe ' ima- 
gined by that time it would be con- 


cluded, She-alfo mentioned an event 
which happened on her return from 


——. Being detained by an acci- 


| dent which the carriage met with at 


a ſmall 
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a ſmall town about thirty leagues 
from Paris, ſhe was obliged to wait 
at a little inn till it could be re- 


_ Paired: The miſtreſs was ill and 


confined to her room, with a diſ- 
order which it was thought would 
[ſhortly put a period to her exiſtence ; 

but ſeeing Lady Egerton alight, ſhe 
ſent her a meſſage to beg to have 


the honor of ſpeaking with her, a | 


requeſt ſhe humanely complied with. 
The woman's face and body were ſo 


ſwoln with the dropſy, that even if 


ſo many years had not elapſed ſince 


they met, ſhe could not have recol- 
lefted her; but how was ſhe aſtoniſhed } 
when ſhe ſaid her name had been 
De Tournay ! and that conſcious of | 
Lady Egerton's benevolent diſpoſi- 
tion, ſhe wiſhed to ſee her, anxious | 
to hear of- Miſs Onſlow; as to know | 
- happy, would | 
mfort in her laſt | 
moments: | 


if ſhe was well at 
give | her ſome com 
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moments: ſhe confeſſed the guilt of 


her paſt conduct, but hoped the ſuf- 
ferings ſhe had ſince experienced would 
in ſome degree atone for it. She ap- 
peared ſo near her end, and fo ſen- 
ſible of her errors, that Lady Eger- 
ton would not add to her remorſe 
by reproaches; but by giving her an 
account of Miſs Onſlow's ſituation, 
ſhe removed ſome of the weight 
which lay ſo heavy on her heart. 
She then aſked how ſhe came in that 


miſerable ſituation? to which the poor 


wretch replied, that when ſhe left 
England with Captain Harcourt's two 


hundred pounds, ſhe unfortunately fell 


into company with a man, who diſ- 
covering what ſhe poſſeſſed, and aſ- 
fuming the character of a gentleman, 
perſuaded her to marry him; and 
ſoon ſpent not only that money, but 
all that ſhe had ſaved during her re- 
Your III. "*Þ ſicdlence 
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ſidence in England in the quality of 
governeſs: that after this was gone, 
they met with innumerable diſtreſſes, 
and at laſt her huſband ſettled in that 
place; they had lived there two years, 
and for almoſt the whole time her 
health had been declining. She ad- 
ded, that © ſhe hoped Heaven would 


accept her unfeigned repentance, and 
that ſhe looked upon every calamity 


The had ſince ſuffered, as a judgment 
for her unprincipled behaviour to 


Miſs Onſlow.” Lady Egerton finding 


ſhe was in no pecuniary diſtreſs, 
could only conſole her with an aſ- 
ſurance that Miſs Onſlow would freely 
pardon her, and wiſhing her better 
health, ſhe left the room, as her car- 
riage at that moment drove to the 
door.---When ſhe had finiſhed this 
little ſtory, ſhe concluded her letter 
with earneſtly hoping Oy ſhould ſoon 
meet, 
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meet, and requeſting to know where 
Miſs Wentworth was, for whom ſhe ſaid 
ſhe had a fincere affection, and would 


endeavour to make her every repa- 


ration in her power for the unjuſt aſ- 
perſions Sir William had thrown on 
her character. 


Honoria was pleaſingly affected at 
Lady Egerton's kind remembrance, 
and joined with Miſs Onſlow in re- 
joicing at her releaſe, and the con- 
ſideration Sir William had ſhewn in 
the diſpoſal of his effects. De Tour- 


nay's repentance alſo gave great ſatis- 


faction to Emily, and afforded her 


an ample ſubject for meditation upon 


the juſtice of Providence, in decreeing 
that the money which had been the 


price of her integrity, ſhould be on 


means of her puniſhment, 
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The other letter was from Miſs 
Walton; it informed her that ſhe had 
ſtrictly fulfilled her injunctions in vin- 
dicating Miſs Wentworth's character 
every where; that the ſtory gained 
univerſal credit, and excited univerſal 
mirth; that at firſt Mrs. Hunter was 
extremely angry, and accuſed Miſs 
Wentworth of a breach of confidence, 
but that ſhe went herſelf, and cleared 
her from the imputation, by telling 


her the ſtory came from Mr. Dixon 


and Counſellor Milford. This intel? 
ligence raiſed a violent quarrel be- 
tween Mr. Hunter and his lady, the 
reſult of which was, that the gentle- 
man, who ruled with an abſolute 
ſway, inſiſted upon it that ſhe ſhould 
neyer more make herſelf ridiculous 
by writing, and from that time de- 
barred her the uſe of pen and ink, 
locked up the library, and inſiſted 

of Ha 
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upon her looking into her family, 
learning whiſt, and attending him to 
card parties. The poor lady having 
given up every thing to him, was 
compelled to obey, though ſhe did it 
at firſt with a very ill grace; but that 
Mr. Hunter perſiſting in his reſolu- 
tion, ſhe tried to accommodate herſelf 
to his will, and was at preſent much 
altered for the better, but that Miſs 
Wentworth's vindication had made an 
irreparable breach between Mifs Win- 
terton and her friend, the former de- 
claring it was an unparalleled inſtance 
of barbarity to ſuffer her to languiſh 
for ſo many months under the idea 
of her lover's inconſtancy, when by 
confeſſing the truth, ſhe had it in her 
power to reſtore peace to her afflicted 
boſom. Miſs Walton added, it gave 
her ſincere pleaſure to have had it 
in her power to be of any ſervice 

— 13 — 
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to Miſs Wentworth, for whom ſhe 
had a high reſpe&t and eſteem; and 
concluded with begging both her and 
_ Miſs Onſlow would accept her com- 
pliments and beſt wiſhes. 


Lady Clarendon was rejoiced this 
explanation had taken place, as ſhe 
could not endure the idea of her in- 


nocent and beloved young friend | 
lying under any imputation of fo 


much conſequence to her character; 
and fincerely joined her in thanking 
Emily for her ſpirited Interference. 


A few days after this, Honoria 
received a moſt affectionate letter from 
Miſs Melmoth, requeſting her to come 
to Southern -Lodge, if only for a few 
days, and promiſing to ſend her car- 
riage. Honoria, from knowing the un- 
eaſineſs which ſtill pr — on Lady 
| Claren- 


n) TO 


Clarendon's mind on her davghter's 
account, would have declined this in- 
vitation for the preſent, but her La- 
dyſhip inſiſted on her going, and at 
length ſhe unwillingly complied. 


Miſs Melmoth received her with 
that warmth and enthuſiaſm of friend- 
ſhip which ever marked her cha- 
rater, and rejoiced in the amend- 
ment of her health, which was, as ſhe 
ſaid, viſible in her countenance. Ho- 
noria then gave her a minute relation 
of every occurrence ſhe had met with 
ſince they parted,” which it was im- 
| poſſible to do wholly by letter, only 
ſoftening Lady Pelham's behaviour. 
Miſs Melmoth liſtened with an atten- 
tion that proved how deeply ſhe in- 
tereſted herſelf in the recital. She 
ſympathiſed in Honoria's joy at meet- 
ing Emily Onſlow, and though per- 
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ſonally unknown, adored Lady Cla- 
rendon for her attachment to her. 
Our heroine then enquired for the 
Fairfaxes and Lamberts; the former, 
Miſs Melmoth ſaid, had yet been 
very little at Aſhbury, but that when 
they were ſettled, ſhe hoped they 
would be good neighbours, as ſhe 
thought Mrs. Fairfax a moſt pleaſing 
and amiable woman. The Lamberts, 
ſhe added, were gone to London with 
a very happy proſpect. Mrs. Lam- 
bert ſeeing in the papers the death 
of a diſtant relation of her daughter 
in law, who left no children, wrote 
through a friend, to make ſome en- 
quiry into the right her grand-chil- 
dren might have from their mother 
to claim ſome ſhare in the eſtate; 
and that in conſequence of this ſhe 
had diſcovered their uncle, Major 
Southmore, who had long been en- 

dieavouring, 


LA 12006605 eee 
deavouring, though without ſucceſs, to 
find his ſiſter and her children. He 
happened to be at the chambers of 
the lawyer, who had the management 
of the eſtate which now devolved to 
him, when Mrs. Lambert's friend men- 
tioned the childrens' claim: the name 
inſtantly ſtruck him, and finding he 
was not miſtaken, he took a poſt- 


chaiſe and went immediately into Hert- 
fordſhire, from whence he brought the 


whele family to his houſe in London; 


expreſſing the moſt grateful thanks to 


the old lady for the care ſne had ta- 


ken of his nephews and nieces, but 
lamenting the death of his ſiſter, 
Which was before unknown. to him. 
Miſs Melmoth added, that before their 
departure Lucy came to her to give 
her this account, which ſhe received 


with great pleaſure.. Honoria was de- 


mee to find. they were related to 
15 her 
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her old friend Major Southmore, and 
taking the direction which Lucy had 
given Miſs Melmoth, determined to 
take the firſt opportunity of calling 
on them, when ſhe returned to Lon- 
don. 


Happy in the ſociety of her be- 
loved friend, a week paſſed rapidly 
away, and Honoria having reſolved 
not to exceed that time, on the eighth. 
morning left Southern Lodge with 
Miſs Melmoth, who accompanied her 
to Cheſhunt, where they parted; and. 
Lady Clarendon's chariot meeting her,, 
ſhe arrived to dinner in Harley ftreet. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 


Lapy Clarendon recezved Honoria 
with the moſt viſible ſatisfaction; this 
little abſence had endeared her to- 
her heart, and the ennui and languor 
which had the - whole poſſeſſion of 
her mind, whilſt deprived of her lively 
and animated converſation, convinced: 
her how eſſential her preſence was to- 
her , happineſs. Grateful for her re- 
ception, and affected by its kindneſs, 
Honoria. determined to put off or 
8 ſome 
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ſome days her intended viſit to the 
Lamberts, and devote her whole time 
to her amiable and reſpected friend. 


One day Lady Clarendon was ſit- 
ting in her dreſſing room, and Hono- 
ria reading to her, when ſhe was cal- 
led down ſtairs to ſome _ perſon on 
buſineſs. During her abſence, ſhe 
ſent up her keys to Honoria, and 
begged ſhe would open a large cloſet 
in the room where ſhe was, and. ſend 
her a bundle of papers ſhe would find 
there. Honoria obeyed her, gave 
the parcel to the ſervant, and was. 
going to ſhut the door, when ſhe was 
ſtartled at ſeeing: a trunk that very ⁵ 
much reſembled the one ſhe had ſo 
long loſt, and ſuppoſed. had been 
burnt : ſhe immediately examined it 
more cloſely, and found it was abſo- 
lutely the ſame. Struck with an 
a incon- 


A n 


inconceivable ſurprize at diſcovering 


the treaſure ſhe had fo often lamented, 


in Lady Clarendon's poſſeſſion, and 


locked ſo carefully in a cloſet where ſhe 
knew nothing was kept but writings 
and things of value, ſhe remained mo- 
tionleſs with aftoniſhment ; ten thou- 
ſand vague and wild ideas ruſhing on 
her mind, when the, door opening re- 
called her attention. She turned 
round, but the feelings of her heart 


were fo ſtrongly painted in her coun- 


tenance, that Lady Clarendon who 
was entering, begged if any thing had 
alarmed her? © No, madam, (ſhe 
replied with tolerable compoſure) 1 
am only ſurprized at ſeeing a. trunk 


which once belonged to me, and which 


I fancied was long ſince conſumed, 
in your Ladyſhip's cloſet.” What 
trunk? (cried Lady Clarendon with e- 
motion) * that with the letters H F 
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192 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


on the lid,” (returned Honoria). << Prove 
then your right to it, exclaimed Lady 
Clarendon, and relieve me from the 


agonizing ſuſpenſe I am in.” She 
ſpoke with an extreme agitation, that 


terrified Honoria, who ignorant of 


the real cauſe, thought it aroſe from 


« I know not how to prove 


anger. 


my right, madam, (but perhaps it is : 


of little conſequence) as undoubtedly its 
contents have been often changed be- 


fore it came to your Ladyſhip.” 


« What were the contents when you 2 


loſt it? (interrupted Lady Clarendon 


with an aſſumed calmneſs) * They 
were (ſaid Honor, colouring) of no 
intrinſic worth, but to me ineſtimable, 


as proofs of my birth, which, if ever 
1 am fo happy as to diſcover the au- 
thors of my being, could only au- 


thenticate my perſon ; but as of that, 
1 have long ſince loſt all hopes, they 
| | can 


4 Ons of bond as 


nnr 


can be of little value to me.” «You 


have not yet told me what they were, 
(replied Lady Clarendon) perhaps I 
can reſtore them. Honoria aſtoniſhed 
at the eagerneſs with which ſhe ſpoke, 
faid, © a bundle of coarſe cloaths, a 


filver croſs, a ſeal, and a crown piece, 


were all the tokens by which 1 
might arrive at the knowledge of my 
parents; but there was alſo a paper 
aſcertaining the day, and deſcribing 
the manner in which I. was found, 
drawn up by my earlieſt and ever lamen- 
ted friend, and ſigned by herſelf and 
the clergyman who baptized me Ho- 
noria Sommerville.” She was going 
on, but the inſtant ſhe had pronoun- 
ced theſe "words, Lady Clarendon 
ſcreamed and fell back in her chair, 
apparently ſenſeleſs. Honoria ran to- 
her aſſiſtance, though wholly unable to 


_ gueſs the reaſon of her illneſs, and at- 
tempted ; 
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184 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE? 


tempted to ring the bell, but ſhe 


prevented her; a violent burſt of 


tears came to her relief, and leffened 


the oppreſſion of her heart. Hono- 


ria had ſunk at her feet, and Lady 
Clarendon had thrown her arms round 
her neck, embracing her in the tendereſt 


manner, and the inſtant it was in her 


power to articulate, reduced Honoria 
to the ſame condition as herſelf, by 
exclaming «© Oh! if you are really 
Honoria Sommerville, you are my 
much loved, my long loſt child ; but 
do not let me be again deceived, con- 
vince me of the truth of your aſſer- 
tion; yet ſurely I can want no other proof 
than that my heart now gives; every 


tender, every maternal emotion, aſſures 


me you are. my. own Honoria.” The 
ſudden impreſſion of delight this ſpeech 
gave our heroine, was too violent for 
her to ſupport, and ſhe fell totally 

inſenſible 


nnn TEL: 
inſenſible into her mother's arms. 
Lady Clarendon, terrified at the effect 
of this diſcovery, ſeverely reproached 
herſelf for not in ſome degree reſtrain- 
ing her feelings, and informing her of 
it with ſome precaution. She haſtily 
rang for aſſiſtance, and in a few mi- 
nutes Honoria regained her ſenſe and 
recollection. © Merciful Heaven! (ex- 
claimed Lady Clarendon) thus on my 
knees I humbly thank thee for re- 
| ſtoring her to my prayers : for reſtor- 
ing her bleſt with every virtue, and 
worthy of my fondeſt affection.” 
« Did I dream, (cried Honoria the 
moment ſhe could ſpeak) or did your 
Ladyſhip beſtow on me a title I 
never before had a right to? did you not 
call me your child? or was it only 
the illuſion of a fanciful mind, too ready 
| to 
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to believe what it fo ardently deſires ?” 
© No, (replied Lady Clarendon) it is a 
bleſt truth; you are indeed my beloved 
daughter, and your place has been too 
long uſurped by one who diſgraced the 
title. How often and how ſeverely 
have I reproached my heart for its 
coldneſs towards her? a coldneſs how- 
ever that her conduct in ſome mea- 
ſure juſtified ; but from the firſt mo- 
ment I was told ſhe was my child, 
that heart refuſed to acknowledge her, 
whilſt to you it ſprang with all the 
ardor of maternal fondneſs at our firſt 
interview; that affection ſo well placed 
and now ſo truly accounted for, has 
ſince been daily encreaſing, and you 
have daily proved yourſelf more worthy 
of it.” © My beloved, my adored mo- 
ther, (returned Honoria) with what 
_ tranſport do I repeat a word to which 
my lips have hitherto been a ſtranger! 

ſurely 


ſurely it was the irreſiſtible impulſe 

of nature which drew me ſo ſtrongly 

towards you, and the earneſt deſire 
I even then felt to obtain your notice, 
made me ſo bitterly regret the cruel 

reſtraint I was under before Lady 

Pelham ; but your attention gratified 

my wiſhes, and the gratitude it in- 

fpired ſeemed even to myſelf incom- 

prehenſible ; alas, I then little gueſſed 
it was prompted by filial affection.“ 

„But why, dear Honoria, (interrupted 
Lady Clarendon, ) did you never re- 

reveal to me your ſituation? the 
knowledge of your name would have 
haſtened the preſent diſcovery, and ſaved 

us both many hours of uneaſineſs and 

ſorrow.” „It was ſhame, ſaid Hono- 

tia, though I own a falſe one, of con- 

feſſing to you my ignorance of my 

parents, but Lady Pelham's harſh 

cenſure of that unhappy claſs of bein 
. to 
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188 HONORIA SOMMER VILLE: 


to which 1 belonged, frightened me, 


nor could even your defence, generous 


as it was, entirely conquer my apprehen- 


fions that if you knew the ſad circum- 


ſtances of my earlieſt years, it might per- 


haps lefſen your eſteem.” „How little 
you knew my heart! (faid Lady Claren- 


don) it never refuſed its approbation 
to merit in any form or under any 
misfortune. But now, my dear Ho- 
noria, let me open the trunk; let me 


ſhew you the invaluable proofs by 
which 1 know you to be my child; 
and let us together weep over the me- 


mory of that kind friend, who by pre- 
ſerving you from the unhappy fate 


which awaited you, by educating you 
in thoſe ſtrict principles of virtue which 
have regulated your life, and by ſow- 
ing the ſeed of thoſe pure ſentiments 
of religion and morality, your own ex- 
cellent heart has ſince ſo well cultiva- 

Tr” | | ted, 
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ted, has left me a ſupport for my de- 
clining age, a reward for every paſt 


affliction of my life. 


* was already weeping, her 
tears flowed ſilently, but conſtantly, 
but they were the tears of: mingled 


_ pleaſure and regret ; of ſoftened regret 


for the loſs of her earlieſt friend, who 
had been the firſt cauſe of the happineſs 
ſhe now felt, and which, but for this 


relief, would have oppreſt her ſenſible 


and grateful heart too ſeverely. She 
had the key of the trunk ſtill in her 
pocket, but it would not then open it; 
the lock had been changed, but the 
original one had been preſerved by ac- 
cident, and Honoria's key fitting it, 


would have been an additional proof of 


the truth of her aſſertion, but Lady 
Clarendon required no other. Every 
ung was in her trunk 1 in the ſtate ſhe 
len 
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190 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


left it, except the volume of Metaſ- 
taſio, and a copy of her letter to La- 
dy Euſtace, written whilſt in the ſer- 
vice of Miſs Mortimer, and containing 
a ſhort account of every circumſtance 
that had happened ſince her embarka- 
tion for the Eaſt Indies. The former 
ſhe would not enquire for, the latter 
Lady Clarendon had never ſeen, and 
ſuppoſed the vile impoſtor who had ſo 
long paſſed for her daughter, had con- 
cealed it for ſome purpoſe of her own. 

Impatient as Honoria was to learn 
by what miraculous event the box was 
preſerved, and the diſcovery made, yet 
ſhe yielded to Lady Clarendon's de- 
fire to hear her own hiſtory, and re- 
lated every circumſtance of her paſt | 
life in the fulleſt manner. The former 
part of it was ſo exactly conſonant to 
what Louiſa had told her, that ſhe 


might 
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might have been puzzled, had ſhe not 
accounted for it by the loſs of the 
copy of Honoria's letter, which for 
very obvious reaſons ſhe had ſuppreſt. 
Not a circumſtance in this relation 
was omitted, except what concerned 
her attachment, and this ſne determined 
to conceal, till ſhe knew whether a ray 
of hope, which dawned upon her ſoul, 
had the leaſt probability of being rea- 
lzed ; as if only a phantom of the ima- 
gination, ſhe would not by revealing it 
damp Lady Clarendon's preſent enjoy- 
ment, and ſhe was certain even a ſuſ- 
picion that ſhe was not entirely hap- 
py, would have that effect: beſides, 
ſhould her fears, and not her hopes, 
prove true, ſhe reſolved wholly to for- 
get him, and had indeed already, in 
ſome degree, conquered a paſſion, that 
had ſo long embittered her life. 
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192 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE, &c. 


Lady Clarendon liſtened with the 
utmoſt attention to her hiſtory, and 
ſympathized in all her afflictions; ſhe 


was before acquainted with all that had 


paſt, ſince her leaving Miſs Mortimer; 
had ſmiled at Mrs. Campbell's foibles, 
and pitied Lady Egerton's diſtreſs: but 
the firſt part of her narrative particu- 
larly intereſted her; ſhe wiſhed to know 
the man who even in her diſgrace and 
misfortunes had offered her his hand; 


ſhe adored Major Southmore for his 
excellent advice and friendly offer, and | 


approved of Honoria's determination 


to vilit him, and the reit of his amia- 


ble family. It was not till the con- 
cluſion of her ſtory, ſo deeply was ſhe 
engaged by the various events, that 
Lady Clarendon recollected ſhe ought 
to inform her, that Sir James Euſtace 


was her own nephew. Honoria re- 


ceived the intelligence with tranſport, 
pParticularhy 


A ak, %-" 193 
particularly as it was accompanied with 
an account of her friend's health. La- 
dy Clarendon had a very few months 
before heard from Sir James, who ſaid 
his lady was well, and that they hoped 
to embark very ſoon. Honoria could 
in no way account for her ſilence, but 
flattered herſelf her return to England 
would explain it, and in a latisfactory 
manner. The whole day was thus 
happily ſpent in mutual enquiries, but 
Lady Clarenden declared her mind was 
yet too unſettled, to give her all the 
particulars of the ſad event by which ſhe 
firſt loſt her; ſhe promiſed, however, 
that ſhe would amply fatisfy her cu- 
riolity che following morning. 


In the evening Sir William returned, 
and their pleaſure was again revived 


by a minute recital of the wonderful 
Ri” and 


ot 


194 RON ORA SOMMERVIILE: 


and happy diſcovery the day had pro- 
duced: he embraced Honoria with the 
moſt affectionate ardour, congratulating 
his mother on the charming exchange, 
and declaring, ſhe would not find him 
ſo averſe to acknowledge her, as he 
bad been when Louiſa was introduced 
as his ſiſter, whoſe . illiberal mind and 
uncongenial ſoul, excited in him a diſ- 
guſt he had yainly e to con- 
quer. 


"He flew the next morning early to 
Portman-ſquare with the delightful : 
news; it was received as he expected; 
he brought. the whole family back with 
him to breakfaſt, and they all expreſt 
the moſt real ſatis faction. Emily's joy 
WAS at firſt unbounded, but when it Was 
A little tranquillized, ſhe aid to Hono- 
ria, «1 hope, my dear, you will not 
think it more than a ſecondary cauſe 

12 of 


. 


ef my preſent happineſs, if I confeſs 
that I am delighted with the idea of 
Harcourt's being puniſhed as he de- 
ſerves ; when he finds, inſtead of hav- 
ing married a woman of family and 
fortune, his wife is no one van tell 
who, and has not a ſhilling in the world.“ 
They all ſmiled at her remark ; and 
Lady Clarendon then conſulted her 
friends, what ſtep was the moſt proper 
to be taken in this affair; it was at 
laſt agreed, that the whole diſcovery. 
ſhould be kept a profound ſecret, till 
Captain Harcourt (which they doubt-. 


ed not would be ſoon) came to demand 


his lady's fortune; that Lady Claren- 
don ſhould deſire he would bring her 
to her houſe, and when there, oblige 
her to confeſs what means ſhe uſed to 
impoſe on them all, and how ſhe be- 
came poſſeſt of the trunks, certificate, 
&c. If ſhe ſhould poſitively refuſe, 
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196 HONORTA 'SOMMERVILLE: 


and the Captain inſiſt upon proving the 
identity by law, it only remained for 
them both to go to Ireland, and have 
it determined by. Mr. Forteſcue, Mr. 
Richardſon, and the reſt: of Honoria's 
friends there ; a meaſure they thought 

Mrs. Harcourt would ſcarcely chuſe 
Mould be taken, whilſt the real Mi 
Clarendon, with all the readineſs of 
conſcious innocence, gladly conſented to 
it. If, on the contrary, Mrs. Har- 
court would confeſs at- once, and ſave 
them all the trouble of ſuch a journey 
and voyage, Lady Clarendon reſolved 
to pardon her; but, if ſhe [perſiſted in 
her impoſture, to Wann her with the 


5 en — 


When this was ſettled, Emily faid, 
Dear madam, let me be preſent at 
the lady's croſs-examination, I ſhall 
enjoy it of all things. No, my 


dear 


dear Emily, (replied Lady Clarendon,) 
your preſence would confuſe her, and 


perhaps prevent us from hearing the 


truth; beſides, the Captain would ſcarce- 
ly admit you as an evidence; our tri- 
umph would be his mortification, and it 


might enrage him almoſt to madneſs, 


for you to be a ſpectator of it. We 
muſt, however, take care to have proper 
witneſſes ;---You, Mr. Aſhbourn, I ſhall 
depend on as one, and any part of your 
family, except Emily.” The ladies, with 


one voice, declared, how much they 


ſhould like to be preſent, as both the 
Captain and his wife had behaved ſo ill, 
they ſhould not feel the leaſt degree of 
pity at their ſhame. Honoria was for 
ſome days longer to be called as uſual, 
Miſs Wentworth ; ſhe, however, obtain- 
ed permiſſion to write Miſs Melmoth 
ſome little account of what had paſſed ; 
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198 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 


mentioned, that ſhe had at laſt been ſo 

happy as to: diſcover her only ſurviving 

parent, but that from ſome particular 
circumſtances, as yet ſhe was not yet 

at liberty to reveal more, than that ſhe 
had a claim to another name, beſides 
that of Honoria Sommerville. - 
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Sr william, at Lady Clarendon's 
deſire, accompanied the Aſhbourns 
home, and ſtaid with them the remain- 
der of the day, as Lady Clarendon 

wiſhed to be alone mith Honoria to 
fulfil her promiſe; the inſtant dinner 
was over, they went into the dreſſing- 

room, and having ordered themſelves 
to be denied, Ear Clarendon began 
as follows : 4 


— 
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J muſt, dear Honoria, to account 
for the ſtrange events I am going to 
relate, begin at a very early period, 
and inform you, that my father, Sir 
Edmund Bellenden, was of a very an- 
cient Roman Catholic family in Che- 
ſhire; he married a Proteſtant heireſs, 
and, as uſual in ſuch caſes, by the ar- 
ticles of marriage, it was agreed, that 
the boys were to be educated in my 
father's religion, the girls in my mo- 
ther's. Lady Bellenden was a woman 
of ſtrict piety, and Sir Edmund, not 
willing to bave the whole charge of my 
brother upon himſelf, and fearing that 
ſhe might endeavour. to influence his 
mind, in favour of her own principles, 
fent him abroad, at a very early age, 
to reſide with a family in France, of 
his own perſuaſion, and” be under the 
care of an Abbe of his acquaintance. 
Edmund was the eldeſt by ſome years, 

and 
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and conſequently Jemima and myſelf, 
who only ſurvived ſeveral other chil- 

dren my mother had, were too young 
3 to feel any regret at the ſeparation. 
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« We had the misfortune to loſe this: 
moſt excellent parent when I was only 
ſeventeen, and my ſiſter nineteen; our 
mother had taken the moſt indefatiga- 
le pains. to fix our principles, and, on: 
her death-bed, earneſtly conjured us, 
never to let threats or intteaties induce: 
vs to alter our tenets, or deviate from. 
the path ſhe had. pointed out for our 
eternal happineſs ; this we faithfully: 
promiſed, and. as faithfully fulfilled. 
Indeed, from: my father we had no-- 
thing on this point. to dread ;. he was: 
no. bigot, and. ſatisfied that. we acted 

up to what we profeſt, he required no 11 
farther. In three months after this. 1 41 4 
lad event, Jemima became acquainted. , 8 ab 
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with Sir Thomas Euſtace, father to Sir 
James; he paid her his addreſſes im- 
mediately, and they were married as 
ſoon as the term for our mourning was 
expired. I muſt here obſerve, Edmund 
had been frequently in England for a 
ſew weeks, but as at the time of my 
mother's death he was on his travels, 
he was not then recalled. | 


I was ſtaying with Sir Thomas and. 
Lady Euſtace in London, when I 
firſt ſaw Sir William. Clarendon; he 
accompanied us on our. return to Bel- 
lenden Caſtle, and, with my conſent, 
made propoſals to. my father, which. 
were inſtantly,, and with pleaſure, ac- 
cepted; but, in the mean time, whilſt 
he was gone to inſpect ſome altera- 
tions he deſigned at Clarendon Place, 
in Buckinghamſhire, my brother re- 
turned to us. When we had ſeen 

: | him 


„„ 


Mm laſt, he was a mere lad; his 
principles ſcarcely fixed, and his edu- 
ducation incomplete; 
had ſo totally altered him, that we 
could ſcarcely believe it was the ſame 
| good humoured and lively Edmund we 
had before known. The tutor who' 


attended him on his travels, was a 


crafty papiſt, who hoping to derive an 
advantage from it, had inſpited him 
with the moſt bigoted Principles, and 
the ſtrongeſt averſion to the proteſtant 


faith. In conſequence of theſe ideas, 


he came haſtily back to England, on 
hearing of my ſiſter's marriage with a 


man of her own religion, im hopes, he 


ſaid, to fave one of us from perdis 
tion. In the moſt violent terms as he 
reproached my father for giving his 
permiſſion, till Sir Edmund was actu- 
ally alarmed at having acted as he 
thoughe fo inconſiſtently with his duty, 
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but five years 
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and immediately forbad my thinking 
any more of Sir Willliam Clarendon. 
Irritated at my brother” conduct, and 
hurt at my father's commands, it can- 
not be ſuppoſed that I felt any de- 
gree of fraternal affection, and we be- 
haved to each other with great cold- 
neſs, and, indeed, ſeldom ſpoke, ex- 
_ cept. when my brother endeavoured. to 
convert me; this he did with an ear- 
neſtneſs which, though it failed to con- 
vince, yet often made me uneaſy. At 
laſt, to avoid it, I determined to fol- 
my ſiſter's advice, which, added to 
Sir Willam' s perſuaſions, induced me 
to leave Bellenden Caſtle, and marry 
him; being aſſured, that my father's 
refuſal proceeded my, from Edmund's 
bigotry. , eo 


4 In this 15 was . 1 wrote imme- 
diately after my marriage, informing: 
him 


n œο²Ʒ vr Wap 


him of my reaſons, and that I was 
the more fixed on it, as I had poſi- 
tively determined never to change my 
religion, and that I thought the beſt 
way to ſecure it, was to unite myſelf 
with one of my own. perfuaſion, A 
letter I ſoon received in anſwer, con- 
vinced me my ideas were juſt. - Sir Ed- 
mund aſſured me of his forgiveneſs, 
and hoped I ſhould be happy; but ſaid, 
his ſon was fo extremely violent, that 
he could not then deſire us to come to 
Bellenden Caſtle; if my brother re- 
a to France, he ſhould intreat to ſee 
us. This gave us both the higheſt plea- 
= and was far beyond our moſt ſan- 


guine expectations; but, alas! the hopes 


it gave riſe to were never fulfilled; 
Edmund was ſo enraged at my father's. 
mildneſs, that he determined not to leave 
him, as he doubted not, in his abſence, 

we ſhould regain our wonted influence. 
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e Uneaſy at the divifions which this 


unhappy enthuſiaſm of his had made in 


ſeveral branches of our family, we de- 


termined to quit England, and reſide 


a few years in the South of France, 
thinking, that probably, on eur return, 
the reſentment he felt would be leſ- 
ſened. In purſuance of this plan we 
ſet out for Avignon, where your bro- 


ther was born. When he was about 
two years old, I was extremely af- 
flicted at the account of my ſiſter's: 


death, in conſequence of which Sir 


Fhomas came over to us, intending to 
make the tour of eee in the hope 


_ of: diffipating his grief. A very few 


months aſter he leſt us my aer died; 


in defiance "of all Edmund's artifices, 
"his will was made with the moſt exact 


juſtice; the family eſtate of courſe 
came to him, but James Euſtace and 


myſelf equally ſhared: the remainder of 


his 
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his fortune. To my infinite ſurprize,, 


the letter which informed us of this 
event, was followed by another from 


* 


Edmund, ' expreſſing the deepeſt | re- 
gret at his paſt cpnduct, and | eftreat- 
ing us to forgive unn, and prove that 
forgiveneſs by réeturning to England, 


and ſpending the remainder of the 
winter and ſpring with him in Che- 


ſhire. * With this r&queſt F was ex- 
tfemely unwilling” to comply, but on 


Sir William's 8 urging the propriety 
of accepting an invitation made appa- 
rently with the beſt motives, and tlie 


hope of an entire reconciliation, induced 


me at laſt to conſent. My principal” 


reaſon for objecting to it, was the im- 
poſſibility of taking: our little Wiljam 
with us, as he was a very delicate 


child, and I feared the ſudden change 


from ſo mild a climate at ſuch an un- 


favourable ſeaſon of the year, would” 


be 
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be fatal to him. Indeed I could not 
Have left him, had I not been. certain 
of the care of the perfon to. whom I 
entruſted him ; but ſatisfied of her at- 
tention, though. bitterly - regretting the 
ſeparation, we quitted Avignon, and ar- 
rived ſafe at Bellenden Caſtle. 


. My firſt entrance was * with. 
5 many tears, which flowed from un- 
feigned ſorrow and melancholy recol- 
lection; but the very kind reception 
ve met with from my brother, then 
Sir Edmund, contributed greatly to, 
footh my mind and ſoften my afflicti- | 
ons; perhaps I was the more ſenſible | 
of his attachment, from the contraſt 
it afforded. to his. former behaviour. 
1 had however reaſon to believe the ri- 
gour of his. principles was not abated, 
and that he was not leſs ardently at- 
tached to his own. religion than be- 
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fore, as I found he had offered to 
take the charge of Sir James Euſtace 
ring his father's abſence, an offer that 
Sir Thomas had properly refuſed, 
and i in conſequence of it had placed the 
child at a ſchool a great diſtanee from 
Cheſhire, no one knew where. This 
had deeply excited Sir Edmund's re- 
ſentment, and he could not ſpeak of 
it with calmneſs. To me, however, 
he behaved with an unvaried kind- 


neſs, and even inſiſted, as I was then 


very near my time, that I ſhould ſtay 
and lay in at Bellenden Caſtle. Alas! 
how far was I then from gueſſing his 
barbarous motive? I conſented, and 
in a few weeks, you, my beloved Ho- 
noria, were born. Though a very 
healthy infant, I was anxious to have 
you baptized by my own name, Lou- 
iſa, and for that purpoſe, ſent for the 
mera. of che 3 village, 

but 
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but he was then abſent; and of courſe 
the ceremony was deferred till the fol- 
lowing day; but in the evening I 
grew" ſo ill, that the whole attention 
of the people was beſtowed on me; ; 
and a "phyſician was called in, who 


declared me in imminent danger. 


lay above a 'fortnighr, whilſt my life 
was deſpaired of, and Sir William was 
almoſt diſtracted with the fear of 
loſing me; often, when unable to 
ſpeak to him, I have ſeen him at the 
bed - ſide in tears, of which, I then be- 


| lieved myſelf the ſole cauſe. When 


my fever ſo far leſſened as to leave 
me the powers of recollection, mater- 
nal anxiety prevailed, and J enquired 


for my child; the attendants told me, 


that as my fever was of an infectious 
kind, it was not theught ſafe for her 


to remain in the houſe; and ſhe had 
been put to nurſe in the village, and 


. art 
for the ſame reaſon it was not yet 
proper I Could ſee her. I ſubmitted 
patiently to theſe reaſons, which were 
too juſt to be controverted, though 
I ardently longed to claſp her in my 
arms. As my health returned, this 
wiſh ſtrengthened, and when I was 
able to fit up, as the weather was' fine, 
and the ſpring mild, J afked if her 
nurſe could not walk with her in the 
garden, that I might only= look at her 
through the windows. I obſerved, 
that Sir William, to whom I made 
this requeſt, heſitated ; at laſt, he! ſaid 
he would walk down the next Why" to 
the village, and mention my propoſal. 
The next day, however, it rained, and 
the following ; this put a ſtop to 3, 
ſcheme, but I was fo miſerable, a 
being thus kept from my infant, i 
the firſt fine morning, I ſaid I was 
quire well, and would go out in the 
T1. : carriage, 
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carriage, and ſtop, ar the houſe where 
they told me you were. Sir William 
was alarmed at the refolute manner 
in which I ſpoke, and laying his 


hand on mY arm, as if to detain 


me, he ſaid, you muſt not, dear Lou- 
iſa, indeed, you muſt not: the pe- 
culiar ſolemnity, of his voice and 
looks, terrified me, and 2 dreadful 


idea ruſhing. on my mind, I exclaimed, 


“Then the dear infant is dead, I know - 


ne is, or you would not prevent 
my ſeeing her. He endeavoured 
to calm my mind by aſſurances, 
that we had ſtill a chance of recover- 
ing our loſt treaſure, and by degrees 
informed-me that ſhe had been taken 
from the cradle at the cottage where 


ſhe was placed for the time of my 


| Ulnefr, and though the firicteſt fearch 
had been made through. the neighbour- 
| hogd, no fatisfactory intelligenge had yet 
been 


hea 
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bpeen received. The poſſibility of her 
being reſtored to me, at firſt ſoothed 
my diſtreſs, as her loſs, though deeply 
afflicting, was yet a leſs irretrievable 
evil than her death. As my horror at 
the impreſſion Sir William's firſt ſpeech 
had made, le fſened, my hopes encreaſed, 
ana 1 inſtantly begged, he would him- 
ſelf go in ſearch. of her; ſend adver- 
tiſements to every news- paper in the 
kingdom, and offer the higheſt rewards ; 
this he promiſed to comply with, and 
added, nothing but my extreme danger 
had kept him ſo long at Bellenden Caſtle. 
He ſet out that very day, and left 
me to the care of my brother, who 
with tlie utmoſt apparent tenderneſs 
ſymphathized in my affliction. The 
hope which I ſtill felt, in fome degree 
kept up my ſpirits, and prevented 
them from. wholly ſinking under fo 
heavy a misfortune, but when continual 


3 . 


214 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 
p12 


letters from 'Sir William aſſured me, 
how ineffectual all his endeavours had 
been, I again relapſed into the moſt 
bitter, agonies of grief, and loſing the 
hope which had hitherto ſupported me, 
1 only thought of the ſufferings ſhe 
might experience, and moſt earneſtly 
— I could hear of her death, 
thinking it of the two a leſs dreadful 
calamity, than that ſhe ſhould | in in- 
fancy be not only inured to hard- 
ſhips, but familiar with vices, that e- 
ducation would teach her were cuſto- 
mary, and which ſne might in maturity 
präctiſe, from ignorance of a better | 
way, and the depravity and example of 
thoſe, with whom ſhe was condemned 
to aſſociate: for I had not a doubt | 
but that ſhe was taken away by ſome | 

of thoſe wretched creatures who tra- 
| vel the country, and make ſo many 
parents W by depriving them | 
of | 


- ANN NON en YIO 


of their children. How erroneous my 


0 judgment was, you will preſently diſ- 


cover. Sir Emdund was really ſhock= 
ed at my ſufferings, and abſolutely 
fearing that! my life would at laſt be 
2 ſacrifice, determined, though at the 
riſque, of for ever forfeiting my good 
Malen 60 \ confeſs his F for hat 
"ah to. per my grief, bee he 
would reſtore my child. I aſked him 
what he meant, with an air of incre- 
dulity, intended rather as a reproach, 


for thus, as I thought, trifling with my 


| earneſt, * ſaid, 1 1, would, promiſe 
to forgive him, he would not only in- 
form me where ſhe was, but that Sir 
William on his return ſhould actually 
bring her to me. 1 inſtantly promi- 


ſed all he 01 HEY and declared, 1 


would not even make him one re- 
| proach ; 
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proach': he then confeſt, that inſtigated 
by the hope of training her up in his 
own religion, aud perſuaded, that ſuch 
an act would atone for a thouſand 
tranſgreſſions, he had cauſed her to be 
ſecretly taken from her nurſe, who was 
entirely innocent, and given in charge to 

a woman on whom he could depend, 
whoſe huſband lived on an eſtate of his 

in Ireland, to which place ſhe was 
conveyed, and there he intended ſhe 
ſhould remain till old enough to 
be ſent to France, where he meant ſhe 
ſhould be under the care of a lady 
he was well acquainted with, who was | 
Abbeſs of a convent in Normandy, 
whoſe kindneſs and indulgence he did 
not doubt, but who would ſee her 
brought up faithfully in the religion 
he was ſo ſeriouſly perſuaded was the 
only right and proper one. My aſto- 
niſhment at this declaration may be 
| | more 
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more . eaſily contend than deſcribed 3 
I knew bigotry had carried people ve- 
ty great lengths, but I had no idea, 
. it could induce a brother thus to 
ſacrifice the health, and almoſt the life 
of a ſiſter, to whom alſo he pretended 
to be attached. | 


« 1 pang kept my word in ma- 
king him no reproaches, for my anger 
and indignation would not ſuffer me 
to ſpeak. I inſtantly quitted the room, 
and wrote a few lines to Sir William, 
requeſting he would return directly, 
but without aſſigning the reaſon ; this 
I ſent off by an expreſs, and remained 
the whole day in my apartment, for 
I could not ſufficiently command my- 
ſelf, to fit down to table with my bro- 
ther, and aſſume a ſerenity I was ſo 
far from feeling. My mind, it is true, 
relieved from the apprehenſions which 
Vor. III. FE 1 
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had ſo heavily oppreſt it, grew calm, 

and by degrees chearful. I anticipa- 
ted the pleaſure of again embracing 
my little darling, and this idea, which 
I indulged all the night, and which 
deprived me of ſleep, at length ſof- 
tened my reſentment, and I met Sir 
Edmund the next day with tolerable 
compoſure : he entreated me to forgive 
him, and I conſented. 


ce The very moment Sir William re- 
turned, in conſequence of my letter, I 
informed him of the whole affair, and 
urged him to ſet off inſtantly for Ireland. 
Though fatigued with the haſte in which 
be had executed his journey from 
I London, he heſitated not to comply, 
| and taking the direction from me, 
S without ſeeing my. brother, went im- 
mediately to Parkga:e, and the wind 
* fair, and the. Facket ready to 


25 


J 


Oil, he embarked directly. I deſited 
he would not ſtay in Ireland long e- 
nough to write, but return with the 
child as ſoon as poſſible; and certe ia 
he would not deceive me, I anxioufly 


watched the wind when he had been 
gone a few days, and ſaw it was fa- 
vourable to my wiſhes; how earneſtly 
did I hope it would yet for ſome 
time continue in the welt, little expect- 
ing it would bring me only diſap- 
pointment and forrow | I walked e- 
very day in the turnpike road leading 


to Parkgite, and whenever I ſaw a 
chaiſe, how did my heart bound with 
hope and anxiety ! One morning, 1 
obſerved a man on horſeback” at 4 
diſtance, and though I knew not why; 


my mind ſickened with apprehenſion ; 
but how was that encreaſed, when, on 


a neare, approach, I perceived it 
was Joſeph who accompanied Sir 
Willlam 
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W illiam to Ireland! The inſtant he ſaw 
me he alighted, and whilſt I was lean- 


ing on the arm of my maid, wholly 


unable to enquire for his maſter, he 


gave me a flip of paper, on which, 
in Sir William's hand, were written 
thele words, 


e Do not, my love, be too much 
« alarmed, if you ſee me return 


I no longer doubted the fate of my 
poor child: I ſaw in an inſtant, this 
was meant to prepare me for ſome 
terrible intelligence. Joſeph, who 
ſaw the effect it had on me, rode 
back to his maſter, who only waited 


at the end of the village till he had 


delivered the note, and the carriage 
_ inſtantly drove up. Sir William alighted, 
and lifted me in, and we ſoon arrived 
| 1 at 
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for I wanted no farther preparei6it 


that the child was actually dead. 


He ſaid, that arriving at the cabbin, 
he found the woman in great trouble; 


he told him, the infant had been \ 
about a week before ſeized with 


convulſions, one of which had in 


a few minutes put a period to 
its exiſtence. On his aſking if 
any methods had been taken for 


its recovery, ſhe replied, an old wo- 
man had put on a bliſter, which, how- 
ever, had been of no ſervice: he ad- 


ed, that at firſt doubting the truth 
of the ſtory, he inſiſted on ſeeing. 


where it was buried, and they ſhewed 
him the ſpot. In deſpair at this un- 


fortunate event, and fearing the effect 


it would have on me, he ſearcely 
knew what to reſolve on, except his 


immediate return ; and at laſt thought 
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ol ſending me that note, hoping it 
wow. leſſen the ſhock, 


” « In bite of | my 1 EI ſome 
time before, that if I knew it was 
dead I ſhould be comparatively hap- 
PY I felt more feverely the diſap- 
pointment, from having indulged the 
hope of regaining my little darling ; 
but as ſoon as the firſt emotions of 
grief were over, I intreated Sir Wil- 
. liam to let us quit the Caſtle, as I 
could no longer bear the ſight of one 
whom 1 could not conſider in future 
as a brother, but as the author of 
all my misfortunes; as there was 
every reaſon to imagine if the dear 
child had had proper aſſiſtance, ſhe 
might have recovered. Full of in- 
dignation we quitted Cheſhire, with- 
out my having feen Sir Edmund 
Lnce I ag received the afflicting in- 
FS. | telligence. 


i n r e 


telligence. On our journey my mind 
turning wholly on one ſubje&, I aſked. 
Sir William by what name the dear 
infant had: been baptized ? he anſwered” 
with ſome heſitation, © that he. did 
not know.” What, ſaid I, did you 
not enquire?” His filence then in- 
formed me of a terrible truth, that 
ſhe had not been baptized at all; he 
confeſſed that my danger had fo to- 
tally engroſſed his attention, he could 
think of nothing elſe, till the loſs of 
her had put it out of his power; and 
that when he queſtioned the woman 
on this head, ſhe ſaid her huſband. 
had miſlaid the letter which had given 
orders for it, and they had forgot the 
name, and were waiting in expecta- 
tion of another from Sir Edmund, 
when the child died. I was inexpreſ-— 
ſibly ſhocked at this, the conſequen- 
ces of my brother's miſtaken piety, 
4 and 
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and again moſt bitterly lamented the 
lad event and the unſhaken bigotry 
of his principles; for before our de- 


parture he told Sir William with a 


cold indifference, © that though he 
lamented, he did not accuſe himſelf | 
as the cauſe of the child's death; 

that he was actuated by a noble 
motive, which he doubted not . 
ven would reward. = 4 

ce My huſband 88 my health 
and ſpirits both declining from the 

anxiety and uneaſineſs I had ſuffered, 
propoſed our returning to Avignon, 
8 the company of our little Wil- 
liam would no leſs contribute to the 
recovery of the one, than the air 
would to the other. To this I joy- 
fully conſented; we arrived there ſafe- 
. and had the fatisfaction of find- 
ing our dear boy in perfect health. 


e = CHAP. 


W E remained at Avignon eight 


years, and lived tranquilly and hap- 


pily; hearing no intelligence from my 


brother, but accidentally learning that 


he was married, and to a very ami- 


mw woman. By degrees the regret 


L had felt for my loſt child wore 


away, and left only a flight impreſ- 
ſion of grief, which was often check- 


ed bf the reflection that ſhe: was 


* L Ly taken 
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taken to a better world, from the 
miſeries ſhe might have experienced 


in this. Sir Thomas Euſtace had 


brought his fon from England and 
left him with us; he was a fine ami- 


5 able lad, and the exact reſemblance 
of my ſiſter, both in perſon and mind. 


His company added the more to my 
{atisfaftion, as there was ſoon a per- 


fe&t affection between him and Wil- 


liam; they were nearly of the ſame 
age, purſued the ſame ſtudies, fol- 


lowed the fame amuſements, and this 


regard begun in infancy, manhood 


has heightened. into. the trueſt friend= 


ſhip. At the end of this period a 
letter arrived from. England which 


deſtroyed my happineſs. by renewing 
my anxiety; it was from. Sir Edmund. 
I took it this morning, from my bu- 


regu, and you ſhall, ' my dear Ho- 


noria, read it yourſelf, Lady Claren- 


Gon 


ly 7 . : 


don then gave her the letter; it was 
as follows: | 


To Lady Clarendon. 
Torn with the deepeſt remorſe 4 
© guilty boſom can feel, wholly unable 
© to conceal my crimes, yet dreading” 
© to confeſs them, from the fear of a- 
© gain tearing open thoſe wounds time 
© muſt now have long healed ;* how my 
* 1njured Louiſa, how ſhall your. wretch- 
ed brother dare addreſs you? yet 


© conſcious as I am that I cannot hope 


for your pardon, I muſt inform you 
of every tranſaction that now hangs 
© ſo heavy on my mind. Can I ex- 


© pe&t the forgiveneſs. of heaven, if I 


© die with ſuch a load of guilt, un- 
* confeſt and unrepented of? Fet that 

heaven is my witneſs, however ill- 
© judged the action, it was well meant; 
and. 
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8 


C. 


4 


and I have now laboured above ſe- 


ven years under the heavieſt oppreſ- 
ſion from the fatal conſequences of 
my miſtaken zeal, undetermined whe- 


ther it would be beſt to reveal it 
to you or not. I am at length re- 
ſolved, and entreat by that mercy 


we are all taught to expect, that 


vou will not refuſe me the pardon 


I fo earneſtly ſolicit. At preſent I 
will no longer detain you from the 
events I am about to relate. Juſt 
before my father s death, the Abbe, 


to whom 1 owe. my education and 
the ſtrictneſs of thoſe tenets that you 
call rigour, and which I fear you 
will now more than ever execrate,, 


wrote me word that he had ſeen. 


you at. Avignon, and mentioned your 
little William in terms of pity, as 


being with parents who, from erro- 


neous principles, would educate him 
f | - 6 in 
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in hereſy, and lead him e in 
8 path to deſtruction. This. firſt 
gave me the hint of what I aſter- 


* wards fully reſolved to execute. My 
© father's death for a while prevented 
this, but when I wrote to you to 
come to Ballenden-Caſtle, it was 
© ſolely with the hope of getting him 
in my power: your leaving him in 
France, fruſtrated my plan in part, 
but the ſituation you were then in, 
gave me a new object for my thoughts 


© and wiſhes. Your fever and its in- 
© feftious tendency, by cauſing your 
child to be removed, left me an 

opportunity of practiſing the ſcheme 


©] had ſo | long formed. | What then 
followed you know, but you know 
„ no more; and I ſhudder to think 


* how. you muſt, upon fuller informa- 
tion, deteſt me. Yet I will go on. 


© ---The inſtant I had confeſſed the 


c truth 
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truth to you, my heart reproached 


me, and I ſecretly determined to 


counteract your meſſenger. I was 


prompted the more ſtrongly to this, 


by having heard you ſay that if the 
child were dead you would be com- 
paratively happy, as your greateſt 
dread was the chance of its falling 
into the hands of improper perſons. 
Taking this ſpeech as a ſcreen for 
my villainy, for even then I wanted 


an excuſe to myſelf, I wrote to a 


perſon of opulence at Belfaſt with 
whom I had ſome connection re- 
ſpecting my eſtate in Ireland, deſi- 


ring if a woman and child applied 


to him, that he would ſee they were 


* properly lodged, and give them ſuf- 


* 


= 


ficient money for neceſlaries, and 

place it to my account till he heard 
from me again; but added, as I 
knew not for a certainty when they 
would 


ww M a 
* would arrive, to prevent him from 
having any fuſpicions of an impoſi- 
© tion, the woman ſhould have a ſeal, 
© with which before I ſent it to her, 
© T would make the impreſſion on the 
© wax that cloſed my letter, ſo that : 
© he might know it. I did this, be- 
© cauſe I did not chuſe to let the wo- 
© man have any paper written by me, 
© leſt if ſhe ſhould be met with, I 
might be fuſpefted to be the con- 
© triver of this baſe plan; and 1 could | 
© think of no other method to con- 
© vince my correſpondent, yet ſecure. 
© myſelf againſt the apparent poſſibi- 
© lity of detection. When I had fi- 
© niſhed and ſent this by the poſt, I 
« entruſted a man in whom I had the 
© fkricteft confidence, to go over to 
© Ireland, and deliver to Mrs. O'Neale, 
the woman to whoſe care the child 
was 2 the ical 1 had men- 
Ge e floned 


r 
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© tioned to Mr. Kelly, | a direction to 


© him, and orders for her to go im- 


© mediately to Belfaſt, and take the 


child with her, and that he would 


© provide her all neceſſaries till ſhe 


© heard again from me. Above all 


8 things, I charged the man to bid 


| © her to leave word with wh 


6 of her family ſtaid in the cabin, 
that if any enquiry was made for 
© the infant, they ſhould: ſay that ſhe 
died a week before in convulſions. 
6 All this was too punctually execu- 
© ted; my agent returned ſeveral days 

c before Sir William, and- aſſured me 


2 they would inſtantly obey my or- 


ders, and that he: doubted not they 
© were already. far on. the way to the 
North. From my. certainty of her 


fe, aroſe that indifference of man- {| 
ner which apparently ſo. highly diſ- 
= guſted Sir William when you de- 


© parted: 


b 
* 
6“ 


4 
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parted from the Caſtle. Though 1 
rejoiced at your removal to France, 
from the idea that it would leave 


me more at liberty to act as I wiſhed 
and thought proper, yet J would not 


for ſome time take any ſteps, leſt 


you ſhould have left ſpies on my 
conduct in the neighbourhood, which 
I imagined not impoſſible, my con- 
ſcience telling me that I deſerved 
ſuſpicion. But when fore months 
were elapfed, I ventured to write to 


Mr. Kelly to enquire for my niece; 


but how great was my aſtoniſhment, 
when in anſwer he informed me he 
had ſeen neither the woman nor 


child, and ſuppoſed, as he had not 


again heard from me, they had not 
yet left their home! I ſtaid not a 


moment in England after this intel- 
ligence, but haſtening to Ireland flew 


to the ae and aſked with the 
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utmoſt eagerneſs where the child 
was, and why O'Neale had not, as 
I ordered, taken her to Belfaſt ? 
The woman, who was ſitting at the 
door with her huſband, terrified at 
the violence of my manner, replied, 
indeed ſhe believed the child had 
been there ſeveral months. This 
was far from abating my rage; I 
knew to the contrary, and demand- 
ed why ſhe had left her? The wo- 
man fell on her knees, and begged 
me to hear her with patience. She 


then ſaid, at the time ſhe received 
my orders, her own child was fo ill, 
that ſhe believed it dying; that ſhe 


could not leave it, and it was whol- , 
ly impoſſible to take it with her 
but knowing that it was neceſſary 
for. Miſs to be gone directly, ſhe . 
had prevailed on her huſband's ſiſter 
to take the charge of her, and had 
= given 


0 


'C 


£c 
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given her the ſeal to delder to the 
gentleman at Belfaſt, and had not 
till that moment any doubt of her 
ſafe -arrival, as ſhe knew the woman 
could not write, and therefore had 
not expected to hear from her. My 


© grief and anger were unbounded at 


c 
* 
9 


c 


A * 


* 


this account, but uſeleſs. I haſtily 
left them, and travelling the direct 
road to Belfaſt, made the ſtricteſt 
enquiries at every town and village, 
but without ſucceſs. Every other 
method I have taken have been e- 
qually ineffectual; and I too late 
perceive, with the deepeſt regret and 
remorſe, that I ſhould have ſtrictly 


followed the rule of never doing 


evil to accompliſh even a good pur- 
poſe, but have left it to that Pro- 
vidence, which never fails to effect 
the purpoſes he intends, by the beſt 
and wiſeſt means. 

LED have 
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1 have now nothing to add * 
© to aſſure you of my penitence, and 
© apain entreat your forgiveneſs. I 
know I have forfeited your eſteem, 
but do. not refuſe it to one who has 
never offended you. Lady Bellenden 
is the gentleſt of her ſex; ſhe ſo- 
© hicits your friendſhip, and believe 
© me ſhe deſerves it. It is only of 
© late ſhe has been made acquainted 
with my unnatural and cruel beha- 
: viour, and ſhe condemns. my con- 
duct, even whilſt ſhe weeps over my 
« afflictions, which. will ſoon terminate 
© themſelves. Adieu, beloved and in- 
© jured Louiſa pity at leaſt the cealc- 

© befs ſufferings of 


| 
] 

© Your. miſerable but penitent Y 
Fo E. BELLENDEN.” b 

— 


Honoria 


* 


A 


1 


FEE 


Honoria ſhed tears over this epiſtle, 


but unwilling to interrupt Lady Cla- 
rendon, returned it to her vithout 


ſpeaking, except to entreat her to con- 


tinue her narrative, which ſhe inſtantly 


complied with, 


ce This letter was accompanied by 


one from Lady Bellenden, requeſting 


me in the moſt perſuaſive terms, to 
forgive her huſband, and conſider, 
though the conſequences were ſo fa- 
5 tal, the motives were founded on 2 


well meant, though ill placed zeal; 
and added, that his health was ſo ra- 


pidly declining, ſhe ſcarcely thought 


he would live to ſee me. Affected by 
her letter and entreaties, and ſhocked, 
at the idea of adding deeper regret to 
that which already filled his boſom, 
I endeavoured to conquer my reſent- 


ment and horror, and defired Sir 


William 
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238 HONORIA SOMMERVILLE: 
William to write, and beg of him to 
come over to us, for the benefit of 
the air, and aſſure him, he ſhould 
have no reaſon to complain of our 
obduracy. He complied immediately, 
and our meeting was painful on both 
ſides; I ſaw he was a true penitent, 
and as ſuch I pitied, and attempted to 
conſole him, and concealed as much 
as poſſible the regret I felt from the 
uncertainty of the fate of my child. 
Lady Bellenden was indeed truly amiable, 
and I ſoon loved her with a ſincere 
affection, Sir Edmund was much ſoft- 
ened by his affliction, and his illneſs, 
and melancholy by degrees oblitera- 
ted the remembrance of his conduct, 
and in time, I regarded him more like 
a brother than I had ever done before 
ſince we were mere children. The 
attention he met with, and the air of 
Montpelicr, whither we all accompanied 
| 6 him, 
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him, at length in ſome meaſure re- 
ſtored his health, and as we had no 
longer any reaſon to abſent ourſelves 
from our native country, we returned 
all together to England, and lived from 
that time on the moſt amicable terms. 

Soon after our arrival, Sir William 
went himſelf to Ireland, but his 
ſearch was a fruitleſs one; and from 
that period, we never mentioned to 
any perſon the unhappy circumſtance, 
that we a no longer keep the 
memory of it alive in our minds, 
when we 3 loſt all hopes of ever 
being ſo fortunate as to recover our 
long regretted child: but this me- 
thod, though ſtrictly adhered to, was 
vain; I ſpoke not of it to Sir Wil- 
liam, or my ſiſter, but I could not 
forget it ; and the conſtant agitation. 
I endured for ſo long a time, impair- 


ed my health and weakened my con- 
itution. 
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its accompliſhment, when the unwor- 
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Do you not recollect, my dear Ho- 
notia, my telling Emily never to wiſh 
too earneſtly for any thing, and ſaid 
now much I had ſuffered from the ful- 
filling of one, the forming of which 
had employed my imagination ſo 
many years? It was at this time 
when I was anxiouſly ſighing for my 
loſt child to be reſtored; and how 
often and how bitterly did I regret 


thy Louiſa uſurped your rights ! 


cc Four years after my reconciliation 
with my brother, I unhappily loſt Sir 
William: his illneſs was lingering and 
painful, and 1 was often reduced al- 
moſt to pray for a termination of that 
life, to preſerve which I would chear- 
fully have reſigned my own. After 
his death, my ſon going to Oxford, 


and afterwards 9 his travels, = 
lived 


1 1 Ing * 2 1. 24 


kool in the moſt retired manner, ha- 


ving loſt all inclination to mix with 
the world. Part of every year 1 
ſpent at Bellenden Caſtle, as 1 grew 


daily more attached to my amiable 


ſiſter; the patience and good humour 
with which -ſhe bore her huſband's 
petulance, whoſe encreaſing infirmities 
in time ſoured his temper, and encrea- 
fed the natural violence of his diſpo- 


Gtion, e her ſtill mere to me. 


Bos Sinex, FE material" bertel till 
the ſummer before laſt, when 1 was 


as uſual at the Caſtle. Lady Bellenden 
had been in Londen, 'where ſhe part- 
ed with a ſervant who had attended 


her many years, and brought down a 
young woman to ſupply her place. 
My brother was then ill and confined 


ergebe, M jos r he ſent for 
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ſerved he was in a violent and un- 
common agitation, and haſtily enquired 
the cauſe. Oh ! Louiſa, (cried he) 
your prayers and mine are at length 
heard; your daughter is reſtored.” 
« Impoſſible, Sir Edmund, returned I, 
what do you mean ?” „ mean, (re- 
plied he) and. I have no doubt of 
her identity, that Marianne Hervey, 
Lady Bellenden's woman, is your long- 
loſt child, and 1 hope ſoon to prove 
it beyond a poſſibility of doubt. My 
aſtoniſhment at theſe words -prevented 
me from anſwering, and he rang the 
bell; the girl entered, and fell upon 
her knees to embrace and receive the 
bleſſing . of her new-found mother. 
I may now frankly confeſs my feelings 
at that moment; my heart was ſenſible 
of no emotion, no tranſport, and whilſt 
I. claſped her. in my arms, I ſevetely 
reproached myſelf for the indifference, 

— which 


7... 


1 1 L. 24.3 


which I could only imagine proceeded 
from pride and mortification, at find- 


ing her ſo different from my wiſhes. 
J had often remarked her as a bold 


and inſolent girl, whoſe imperious be- 


haviour to the ſervants, had already 1 in- 
curred their diſlike. 


40 Tidy pate bf hs f 1 ch by no 
means make clear, as I am myſelf. 


yet ignorant of many particulars. I 


can only tell you that ſhe produced 
the trunk, ſaid ſhe was the Honoria 
Sommerville mentioned in the paper, 
and related the circumſtance of her 
being found on the common, with ma- 
ny others, with equal clearneſs and 
preciſion; we had no reaſon to doubt 
the truth of her aſſertion, and it only 


remained to prove that Honoria Som- 
merville was really my daughter, and 
this ny brother undertook, The feal 
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which was found in the woman's 
pocket he ſaid he could ſwear to, as 
well as to the crown piece, which he 
had given OfNeale when firft ſhe 
left Bellenden with the child : the 
time agreed exactly to that when ſhe 
was firſt taken from her nurſe's cabin, 
and her age, and the road they were 
in, were no lels proofs of her identity. 
From all. theſe circumſtances I could 
not refuſe my belief, and from that 
moment looked upon her as my child. 
Sir Edmund, however, deſirous there 
ſhould be no doubts upon my mind, 
begged I would write to my ſon, who 
was then only in Paris, and mention 
a2 wiſh for his return for a ſhort time. 
He inſtantly obeyed my ſummons, and 
came to us at the Caſtle where I in- 
troduced his ſiſter to him; he recei- 
ved her without much apparent pleaſure, | 
and his , who wy doated on her, 
imagined | 


/ TED. a 2 Gb 2 RT 
imagined his eoldneſs aroſe from mer- 
cenary motives, but I knew the no- 
bleneſs of his mind, and was poſi- 
tive it was never ſwayed by intereſt. 
Furniſhed with the proper credentials, 
at- our requeſt he ſer off for Ireland 
to enquire farther. I wanted Louiſa 
(for fo ſhe deſired to be called from 
a pretended compliment to me) to 
accompany him, but ſhe refuſed with an- 
ger and contempt, and ſaid ſhe hoped 
never again to behold that horrid 


country. I did not then know what 


; excellent reaſons ſhe _ for this wiſh, 


She. Sir William $ enquiries were at- 
tended. with every poſſible ſucceſs: 
O Neale, to whom he firſt went, not 
only acknowledged the ſeal and the 


crown piece, which ſhe ſaid ſhe had 


given to her ſiſter, but added, the 


eloaths w. were actually what ſhe had on 
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5 246 HONORYA enen 
when ſhe left her, and that the child's 
dreſs was what ſhe had herſelf made 
for her own infant, and in which, to 
prevent any fuſpicion if it had been 
met on the road, ſhe had dreſſed 
the little. Clarendon.---Theſe were un- 
doubtedly incontroyertible proofs; it 
next remained to aſcertain the truth 
of Louiſa's own ſtory. Mr. Richard- 
ſon, who was ſtill alive, acknowledged 
ſigning the certificate, and aſſured 
your brother of the reality of every 
circumſtance: he added, he had heard, 
and was ſorry to hear, of Mr. For- 
teſcue's ſecond marriage, and its con- 
ſequences to the unhappy orphan, of 
whom every unprejudiced perſon ſpoke 
in the higheſt terms; and that Mrs. 
Forteſcue's character was ſo well known, 


that nobody wondered at the young „ 


lady's eſcape: and deſired he would 
tell her how ſincerely he rejaiced at 
this 


* O 21 2. 247. 


this fortunate diſcovery.—From thence 


he went to Wood Park. Mr. For- 


teſcue was viſibly declining; he ſhed. 


tears when Sir William explained the 
reaſon of his viſit, and begged him 
for Heaven's ſake to entreat his dear 
Honoria to come over and ſee him 
once before his death; as ſhe had now 
ſo happily found protectors, ſnhe need 
not fear Mrs. Forteſcue's reſentment. 
That lady's entrance prevented Sit Wil- 
liam from anſwering this ſpeech, as 
the poor man put his finger on his 
lip, as if to ſilence him. She re- 
ceived the intelligence in a very dif- 

ferent manner; rage and mortification 


ſtruggled in her heart, and ſhe re- 


plied ſhe ſhould be ſorry to make 
any breach in a family, therefore 
would ſay nothing, but that Hono- 
ria had met with better fortune than 
ſhe deſerved; and hoped. ſhe would 
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not return their kindneſs, as ſhe had 
done her's, with the blackeſt ingra- 
titude. Finding there was no pro-; 

bability of any farther converſation 

with Mr. Forteſcue but in the pre- 
fence of his lady, and having learned 

all it was eſſential for him to know, 

Sir William took leave, but the news 
bis ſeryants had ſpread in the kitchen 

ſoon ran through the family, and at 

dee park-gate he was ſtopped by an 

10 % old woman whoſe joy had almoſt de- 
prived ber of utterance: ſhe ex- 

preſſed the livelieſt ſenſations of plea- 
ſure to hear of her dear child's health 

and welfare, and that ſhe had at laſt 

found her relations; ſhe ' cried and 

laughed ſo alternately, and her ex- 
preſſions were ſo incoherent, he could 
ſcarcely underſtand any thing ſhe ſaid, 
except that his ſiſter was the beſt 

young lady in the world, and ſhe 
hoped 


r 4 ul 
hoped in her proſperity would no- 
forget her old nurſe, who was grown 
very poor indeed, as madam Forteſ- 
cue had turned her huſband out of 


his place as gardener, and he had 
been prevented from getting other 


work by a Jong and ſevere illneſs, 


He gaye her a handſome preſent in 
the name of Louiſa, and quitted Ire- 


land with a very different opinion of 


her merit, from that he had enter- 
tained when he left Bellenden; as ex- 


cluſiye of what I have mentioned, he 
had heard in fact your praiſes, my 
love, from a variety of people, wha 


all. ſpoke of you in the higheſt terms 
of admiration and reſpect. | 


. ce He returned fully convinced WR" 


was indeed his ſiſter, and prepared to love 


and eſteem her as ſuch ; but her con- 


duct obliged him to change his ſenti- 


ments. 
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ments. She received the account of 
Mr. Forteſcue's illneſs and kind meſ- 
ſage with the moſt perfect indiffer- 
ence, and ſcarce ely attended to whar 
he ſaid of Mrs. Connor: this firſt 
excited in him a diſguſt that every 
day encreaſed, but he ſoon quitted 
us, and went back to France. 1 
could no longer in the leaſt doubt 
ter being my child, and tried every 
method in my power, but without 
effect, to regard her with mater nal 
affection. Sir Edmund not only on- 
ed, but ſincerely loved ber, and re- 
Joiced at being able in ſome mea- 
ſure to make repatation for his for- 
mer behaviour. The agitation how- 

ever that it threw him into, was too 
much for his weak frame long to 
ſupport, and in a few” weeks after 
this diſcovery, he died, and left her 
thirty thouſand pounds, to be paid 
S173 .- 5 
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on her marriage. Lady Bellenden's 
jointure was conſiderable, but to her 
he bequeathed the Engliſh eſtate for 
her life, and afterwards to my ſon; 


and the Iriſh eſtate which was of 


leſs value, to Sir James Euſtace di- 
rectly. I forgot to mention, that on 


reading the paper ſigned by Mrs. F or- 


teſcue, I knew it muſt be the mother 


of the young lady my nephew had 


married, and with whom I was high- 
ly pleaſed, when ſhe ſtaid a few days 
with me in their way to Portſmouth, 
from whence they embarked. I told 
Louiſa of this, and obſerved it ſtruck 
her, and that ſhe did not expreſs the 
ſatisfaction I expected it would afford 
her, but ſeemed embarraſſed ; this, 
+ however, at the time, I attributed to 


ſurprize, for how could I "oe at hs 
real cauſe ? 


« We 
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Be * e ſtaid with Lady Bellenden 
"WP time after this event, to conſole 
and amuſe her, and then went to Lon- 
don, where Louiſa was extremely anx- 
jous to be, that ſhe might mingle 
with the gay world: here we remained 
great part of the winter, and ſhe en- 
tered. into every amuſement with an 

_ avidity that hurt, and behaved with a 
levity that ſhocked me. Early in the 
laſt ſpring, I diſcovered a plan ſhe had 

laid to elope with a young Templar, 
who I thought not merely her inferior 

in birth and fortune, but who was a 
man of the moſt diſſolute character. 
To keep her out of his way, which I 
found it was impoſſible to do here, I 
ſent her to Mrs. Wheeler's, at North- 
'ampton, who, I was ſure, would have 
a; ſtrict watch over her conduct; and 
who, by accompanying her to every | 
public place ſhe frequented, and con- 
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fratuly viſiting with her, which my ill 
ſtate of health would not permit, might 


at leaſt prevent her from forming any 
improper connection. I felt a relief in 


her abſence that ſeemed to reſtore me 


to. ſome degree of comfort ; her in- 
trigue, however, was ſo publickly 
known, that I did not wiſh to remain 
in London, but was detained by Lady 
Bellenden, who came up from Cheſhire, 
and ſtaid ſome time with me in her 
way to Dover, from whence the meant 
to go to France to ſpend a few 


months with a particular friend, and 1 


where ſhe ſtill is. 


0 There » was no part of Louiſa's cha- 
racter that hurt me more than the in- 
oratitude ſhe teſtified ; not a ſingle 


friend from whom I imagined ſhe had 


received ſuch marks of attention, ever 


engaged her thoughts; nor did ſhe 
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_ expreſs a wiſh to ſee any one of them 
again. This conduct I then believed 
unnatural, and proceeding from a bad 
heart, When firſt J met with you, I 
often wiſhed ſhe was but half as amia- 
ble, and then as often reproached my- 
ſelf for an indifference towards her 
which yet I could not conquer; and 
fancied, if I had ſhewn her more af- 
fection, it might have ſoftened her 
heart. It was this motive alone which 
induced me to take her to Bath, for 
I was very ſenſible, that happy in 
your ſociety, I could wiſh for no other, 
little imagining the claim from nature 
you had upon my tenderneſs. Your 
attention to me during the ſad time 
of William's illnefs, the kind me- 
thods you took to confole me for 
Louiſa's elopement, which hurt my 
pride more than it wounded my feel- 

i react . 1 


e 


. all made an impreſſion on my 


heart which no time can ever efface.” 


Lady Clarendon here ended her nar- 


rative; during many parts of it Ho- 
noria had been deeply affected, and 
now fell on her mother's boſom, which 
Me bathed with her tears. Lady Cla- 
trendon preſſed her with the maternal 


tenderneſs with which her ſoul. over- 


flowed, and they remained ſome mi- 
nutes incapable of expreſſing their 
feelings. When a little recovered, 
Honoria ſaid every thing a ' grateful 


heart could dictate, and Lady Claren- 


don re- aſſured ner of her fondeſt and 
moſt laſting affection. After a long 
converſation on the cvents her Lady- 
ſhip had related, in which Honoria 
regretted the opinion her friends in 
Ireland muſt entertain OL her, irom 


her apparent W and ingratitude, 


amqmiſtake 
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1 


; miſtake which however. ſhe reſolved 


le next day to rectify, by writing and 


6 explaining every circumſtance that had 


nappened, they both retired, though 
not to reſt ; Honoria was too elated 


to cloſe her eyes ; after returning the 


humbleſt thanks to that Providence 
that had preſerved her from ſo many 


evils, had ſupported her in ſo many 


liſtreſſes, and had now reſtored her to 
ne arms of a tender and excellent pa- 

ent, ſhe ſpent the whole night in re- 
ecting upon the various events of her 
aft life, and anticipating the ſcenes of 
appineſs ſhe hoped in future to ex- 
erience, f 
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